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'Greater momentum than ever' to restore canal 

THERE is greater momentum than through Welshpool to Newtown, than ever behind the restoration “In Welshpool we have an active Heulwen Trust boats at Welshpool, 

ever before behind the restoration of Plans to deal with the last bridge of the Montgomery Canal. With a adoption group affectionately known at Llanymynech, and behind Cracker 

the Montgomery Canal, according to blocking the restoration of the wa- substantial grant from the Heritage as TRAMPS - more formally the the horse at Maesbury - there are 
the group leading the project. terway in Shropshire will be outlined Lottery Fund volunteers are work- Thursday Restoration And Main- already many ways that people can 

This weekend’s annual meeting of during the annual meeting at the ing to re-water a section of derelict tenance Project Supporters - who, enjoy themselves on the canal, 

the Friends of the Montgomery Canal Powysland Museum in Welshpool on canal to Crickheath. There are plans working with the Canal & River “Further restoration will bring 

will hear an update on the progress of Saturday afternoon. to rebuild the last blocked bridge in Trust, have put in 4,000 hours to opportunities for farms and others 

works to open up the 35-mile stretch Christine Palin, chairman of the Shropshire and planning is under keep the canal clean, tidy and in good along the canal to attract visitors 

of waterway from Lower Frankton, Friends of the Montgomery Canal, way to tackle further blockages in condition. With no less than three who come by boat or just use the 

near Ellesmere, past Oswestry and said: “There is a greater momentum Powys. opportunities for boat trips - on the towpath.” 


HUNDREDS BACK 
BABY UNIT FIGHT 


Report by Sue Austin _ 

MORE than 200 people from 
the Oswestry area have signed 
an open letter to health boss¬ 
es over fears for the future of 
Shropshire’s rural maternity 
units. 

The letter has been sent to Shrews¬ 
bury and Telford Hospi¬ 
tal NHS Trust (SaTH), 
which runs the Midwife 
Led Units (MLUs), and 
Shropshire clinical com¬ 
missioning group, which 
has proposed a shake-up 
in maternity services. 

Under the shake-up women 
will no longer be able to 
give birth at units in Oswestry, Ludlow and 
Bridgnorth. The open letter calling for the units 
to be safeguarded was launched by Shropshire 
Defend Our NHS on Facebook on Friday with 
more than 500 people from throughout Shrop¬ 
shire backing the message within a few days. The 
birthing service at Oswestry’s unit is currently 
suspended and is due to be available again from 
Sunday. Bosses say the service was suspended 
because expectant mothers were choosing not to 
use the unit but campaigners dispute that claim. 
Gill George from Shropshire Defend Our NHS, 
said: “It’s so clear that they’re getting geared up 
to close the rural maternity units and this could 
be in a matter of days.” 

Anthea Gregory Page, deputy head of mid¬ 
wifery at SaTH, said: “During January, we saw 
eight babies delivered at these units, compared 
with 376 at our other units - Shrewsbury MLU, 
Wrekin MLU and the consultant-led unit at the 
Princess Royal Hospital. 

“The safety of our mums and their babies is 
paramount and to ensure that, we must make 
sure that our staff are where our mums are.” 

• Letter - See Page 21 



The unit 


There will be stars and stripes at Fieldbounce 



Organiser Shawn Melusi gets his zebra onesie out as he prepares for the Fieldbounce Music Festival Bez will be one of the stars 

A STAR line-up at a new music festival for terest from London and the south. He said: 2016 and Silky. Susan Murray will be the host 
Oswestry is attracting fans from around the “We’ve had big orders of like 18 VIP tickets of the comedy tent and the organisers have 
country. from down south, so I am guessing it must be also added a dance tent to the day’s entertain- 

Fieldbounce Music Festival will take place cheaper than down there.” ment. 

at Park Hall near Oswestry on May 5 with Organisers have also revealed a comedy The festival is also attempting to break a 

acts such as Dappy, Scouting for Girls, Bez tent will be set up at the festival. Guinness world record to raise money for local 

from the Happy Mondays and Radio One DJ Headlining will be Rob Rouse, who has pre- charities by having the most people dressed in 
Danny Howard set to entertain crowds. sented The Friday Night Project on Channel zebra costumes in one place at the same time. 

Festival organiser Shawn Melusi is busy 4. Mr Melusi said: “Beforehand we will be 

booking more acts and revealed ticket sales Joining him will be George Zach, Josh selling zebra onesies and other outfits to raise 
are continuing to increase with strong in- Pugh, who was English Comedian of the Year money and in total we hope to raise £10,000.” 


TOURISM 

State of road to 
waterfall ‘leaves 
poor impression' 

THE state of a road leading to a major 
tourist attraction near Oswestry is leav¬ 
ing visitors with a poor impression of the 
area, it has been claimed. 

Phil Facey, who runs a cafe at Lla- 
nrhaeadr Waterfall, Britain’s tallest 
single-drop waterfall, called for better 
maintenance of the road, claiming a re¬ 
cent survey found nearly 100 pot holes 
on the route. He said: “In a survey con¬ 
ducted, it was noted that there was over 
90 pot holes greater than two square feet 
in the four-mile stretch from the village 
of Llanrhaeadr to the Pistyll Rhaeadr 
waterfall. For those visitors and tourists 
who visit Llanrhaeadr Waterfall it is such 
a shame to hear the same complaints time 
after time regarding the condition of this 
road and it reflects and leaves a very bad 
impression for tourism and Wales.” 

Lee Evans from Powys County Council 
said repair work had now been carried 
out on the road. He said: “All but one 
of the potholes have been repaired. The 
remaining one seems to have an under¬ 
ground spring underneath it and as such 
there is water running under the road. 

“We will have to wait until the better 
weather to make repairs for that one in¬ 
dividual pothole.” 

HEALTH 

Support service 
could be moving 

A SUBSTANCE misuse centre could open 
in a former town centre bank in Welsh¬ 
pool. 

Powys County Council is planning to 
relocate the service from its current base 
in the Armoury building on Brook Street 
to the former TSB bank on Severn Street. 

Neighbours to the proposed location 
were invited to a drop-in session to dis¬ 
cuss the move. 

The application was due be discussed 
at a planning committee meeting today 
(Thursday). 




Re?GponE.ibic Recycling 


Best prices paid for your scrap metal, 
copper & brass etc 

Immediate payment by cheque or cash card facility 

Redwither Road, Wrexham Industrial Estate LL13 9RD 


Tel: 01978 664060 • www.entrec.co.uk 
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Top councillors set for pay 
cut - but leader gets more 


Report by Jordan Reynolds 

SENIOR members at Shropshire 
Council face a pay cut following 
a review - but its leader is being 
handed an extra £5,000 a year. 

Allowances are being changed at the 
council to reflect the “importance of 
the work” undertaken by councillors. 

Details of the pay changes came as the 
council prepares to agree to a council tax 
rise for homeowners of almost six per cent. 

An independent remuneration panel 
reviewed councillors’ allowances for the 
next financial year, and produced a report 
that will go to a full council meeting today 
(Thursday). 

The report says the basic allowance all 
councillors receive should remain the same 
at £11,514, effectively a real-terms cut. 

It also recommends that special allow¬ 
ances councillors receive on top of the basic 
allowance should change for certain roles. 

A number of senior councillors will see 
their allowances cut by almost £3,000 each, 
if the move is agreed. 

The authority’s chairman, vice chair¬ 
man, speaker and deputy speakers’ special 
allowances will be reduced from £8,655 to 
£5,757 - a reduction of £2,898. The report 
says the panel “acknowledged the impor¬ 
tance of the work” undertaken, but “took 
the view that the demands of the role were 
out of alignment” with allowances. 

Meanwhile council leader Peter Nut¬ 
ting’s allowance will be increased from 
£23,028 to £28,785 under the recommen¬ 
dation, meaning if it is approved he would 
receive £40,299 from all allowances. Lead¬ 
ers of other political groups would also be 
granted a rise and all councillors can also 
claim expenses on top of their basic pay. 

The report says Councillor Nutting de¬ 
serves more because his workload has 
“grown consistently”. 

Councillors are also expected to approve 
the 5.99 per cent rise in Shropshire’s coun¬ 
cil tax. The increase, up from the rise of 
3.99 per cent last year, is being considered 
to help the authority tackle its multi-mil¬ 
lion pound finance problems. 

It would represent £75.45 a year more for 
Band D properties. 


Group is smashing mental health stigma 
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Catherine Wilks, Bridie Dunbabin and Jo 

AN organisation tackling the stigma 
around mental health has opened up a cafe 
and is holding a host of events. 

Designs in Mind in Oswestry is working 
to change how people access support for 
mental health issues. 

It is a working studio where adults liv¬ 
ing with mental illness join the studio as a 
member of the team, making and designing 
commissioned artwork and products for 
retail. Now a new venture has seen the or¬ 
ganisation’s first shop, Jolt, open in Cross 


Watkins at Jolt in Cross Street, Oswestry, 

Street in the town, to make conversations 
about mental health everyday and to be 
a place where people can go to get sup¬ 
port. Alongside this a campaign has been 
launched called #SmashingStigma. 

The organisation said: “We want to start 
a conversation about mental health that is 
powerful. No more treading on eggshells. 
We are not invisible and we do not want to 
be hidden away anymore. 

“Eighty per cent of leaders in NHS 
Trusts fear they will have too little money 


support the Smashing Stigma campaign 

to provide timely, high quality care to peo¬ 
ple seeking mental health support.” 

The campaign is aiming to raise £40,000 
to pay for the lease and overheads of the 
Jolt shop for the next three years. 

With the costs of running the shop cov¬ 
ered, everything earned from the items sold 
in the shop will directly fund the studio - 
meaning more people with mental illness 
can get support when they need it. 

To find out more go to designsinmind. 
co.uk or thisisjolt.co.uk. 




WASHING MACHINES 
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Authority 
apologises 
over death 
tragedy 

A LOCAL authority has apologised af¬ 
ter a 17-year-old boy in its care killed 
himself as he was scared of leaving 
the system. 

A review found that Child A, who 
was in the care of Powys County 
Council, had told professionals of his 
concerns, and how he was ill-prepared 
for the future. However, just three 
weeks before his 18th birthday, the 
teenager took his own life. 

The report found professionals 
lacked understanding around the im¬ 
pacts of care and early life experiences 
on Child A, and his concerns were not 
effectively considered in planning his 
pathway to adulthood. 

It comes on the back of a damning 
report into Powys’s children’s ser¬ 
vices, which found young people had 
been put at risk of harm. 

A council spokesman said: “The 
local authority apologises unreserv¬ 
edly for the way in which it failed to 
provide appropriate support for this 
young man. 

“It accepts in full the findings and 
recommendations in the report, which 
is being used to improve the quality of 
the services available to children and 
young people who are or have been 
looked after. 

“The report makes clear children 
and young people need better care and 
support planning which considers all 
their needs, including emotional resil¬ 
ience and learning ability.” 

Hospital applies 
to build car park 

HOSPITAL bosses have applied for 
planning permission to construct a 
car park to increase facilities. 

Shropshire Council has received an 
application from Oswestry Orthopae¬ 
dic Hospital in Gobowen. 

It is proposing to build a new staff 
car park on the site of a previously 
demolished building. A decision is ex¬ 
pected in the coming months. 


BID programme 'would 
have positive impact' 


Conference puts focus on psychology 



Mirain Rhys from Cardiff Metropolitan University speaks to students at the conference at The Marches School 


Report by Sue Austin 

A MAJOR high street retailer 
says Oswestry becoming a Busi¬ 
ness Improvement District would 
bring a huge, positive impact. 

Boots in Oswestry is one of the 
stores that is backing the current 
ballot of shop keepers and business 
owners over whether the town should 
become a BID town. 

If the majority of eligible businesses vote 
yes, it would mean all businesses with a 
rateable value of £12,000 within the BID 
area would pay a 1.74 per cent levy on their 
rates. 

That would bring in £1.5 million to the 
town over the next five years. 

The result of the ballot is due to be an¬ 
nounced tomorrow (Friday). 

Adam Shillcock, from Boots, is part of the 
BID steering group. 

He said: “My personal involvement with 
BID was an absolute no-brainer when I got 
asked to join the steering group some time 
ago. I have been fortunate to have worked 
across the country with Boots over the last 
10 years and have only seen what a positive 
impact a successful BID can really bring to 
that community. 

“From a Boots perspective it has always 
championed the important role high streets 
play at the heart of communities across the 
UK. Partnership and community are key to 
our values. 

“The company believes in the importance 
of strong local high streets and industry as 
a key driver for the future of retail in the 
UK, as well as the regeneration of local 
communities. 

“Over 600 of our stores have been in the 
same high street location for more than 
30 years as have many independent busi¬ 
nesses, whether on the industrial estate 
or town centre, and so the both go hand in 
hand towards driving a thriving local econ¬ 
omy.” 

Empty buildings, vacant sites and bet¬ 
ter traffic flow and parking are just some 
of the priorities which the steering group 
says could be tackled if the BID money was 
available. 


AROUND 120 sixth form students 
from six schools attended a psy¬ 
chology conference at The Marches 
School in Oswestry. 

Students from Ellesmere College, 
North Shropshire College, Thomas 
Adams School, Sir John Talbot’s 
School and Oswestry School at¬ 
tended the event. 

Representatives from Aberyst¬ 
wyth University, Wrexham Glyn- 
dwr University, University of 
Chester, University of Chester in 


Shrewsbury, Liverpool Hope Uni¬ 
versity and Cardiff University also 
attended. 

With A Level exams fast ap¬ 
proaching the conference proved to 
be useful revision for Year 13 stu¬ 
dents, while Year 12 students were 
able to further their psychology sub¬ 
ject knowledge and find out more 
about the many universities locally. 

Dr Julie Leoni, psychology 
teacher at the Marches School said: 
“Our school is lucky enough to have 


outstanding training facilities and it 
is a pleasure to bring together staff 
and students from local schools 
to develop their knowledge of psy¬ 
chology. We want to develop a com¬ 
munity of psychology professionals 
and enthusiasts as we believe that 
psychology is not only an A Level 
subject, but a tool which can help 
us all develop our relationships, our 
mental health and our potential as 
human beings and nothing can be 
more important than that.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Smallholders to 
meet up again 

THE February meeting of North 
Shropshire & Borders Smallholders 
and Country Living Group will be 
held on Wednesday next week. 

The meeting takes place at 7.30pm 
at The Bradford Arms, Llanymynech. 

Vince Morris, a past chairman of 
the group, will be talking about green 
roofs and his time on the Life Med 
Green Roof Project in Malta. 

The cost for visitors is £5 single or 
£7.50 per couple, members free. 

For more information about the 
group people can call (01952) 740242 
or visit the group’s website at north- 
shrop-smallholder.co.uk or visit its 
Facebook page. 

Townswomen to 
enjoy sweet treat 

MEMBERS of Oswestry and District 
Townswomen Guild will hold their 
February meeting this afternoon 
(Thursday). 

It taks place from 2pm to 4pm in 
the Festival Suite, Memorial Hall, 
Oswestry. 

Jacqueline Smith from Nova Choco¬ 
late is the guest speaker. 

She will be talking about the his¬ 
tory of chocolate and will have goods 
to sell. 

Chicken shortage 
hits kfc outlet 

THE Colonel is said to be sorting 
it out but fried chicken fans are not 
happy. 

Fast food chain KFC has seen scores 
of restaurants closed after running 
out of chicken amid national delivery 
problems. Oswestry’s outlet, closed 
since Sunday, was due to open again 
yesterday (Wednesday) if its delivery 
of fresh supplies arrives. 

A sign pinned to the door of the 
KFC next to Oswestry’s Mile End 
Roundabout offered an apology to dis¬ 
appointed customers. 

The store said it had taken the de¬ 
cision to close rather than offer a re¬ 
duced menu. Last week, KFC switched 
its delivery contract to DHL, which 
blamed “operational issues” for the 
supply disruption. 
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Morgans Windows, Doors & Conservatories specialise in creating 
bespoke canopies. Our range offers structurally engineered stylish 
sol utions for almost any covered area requirements. Available in 
standard or bespoke designs to suit any purpose. 

We offer a free no-obligation quote within 48 hours. 



Tel: 01691 672014 Email: pr@morgansltd.com 

www.morgansdoorsandwindows.com 

Mile End Business Park, Oswestry, SY10 8NN |J 


Parish Church of St. Oswald, King & Martyr, Oswestry 

A Chorister for a Day - A Voice for Life 
BE A CHORISTER FOR A DAY 

A fun day for boys and girls from 8-14 who enjoy singing and want to 
leam more about the voice and music 

A chance to experience the Royal School of Church Music’s Voice for 
Life training and to sing at the Mothering Sunday service with the St. 
Oswald’s Choristers 

Saturday 10th March 
10.30am - 4.30pm 
and Sunday morning 11th March 

Opening session for parents and children 
Parents may stay for the day as observers 
As well as singing there will be a tour of the church with a trip up the 
bell tower and an opportunity to look at, and perhaps have a go on, 
the organ. 

The Day is Free of Charge and Lunch and refreshments will be 
provided through the day. 

To book your place :- 

Telephone 01691 649933 | e-mail mvdonkin@aol.com 
or go to the St. Oswald’s web-site: stoswaldsoswestry.org.uk 
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4 west Pennine 

Trucks 



Current Opportunities 
- Oswestry 


HGV Technician(s) 

- Technical 
qualifications 

- Commercial 
workshop 
experience 

- High standards 

- Health and 
safety focus 


f Contact 

Darren Counsell 
Depot Manager 

Oswestry 

West Pennine Trucks 
Unit 19, Mile oak Ind Es 
Maesbury Road 
Oswestry 
SY10 8GA 

Tel. - 01691 671500 



says sorry 


The memorial tree 


A CHURCH has apologised to a fa¬ 
ther who discovered a tree he plant¬ 
ed in memory of his daughter had 
been substantially cut back. 

Bob Hughes planted a tree in 
Pontfadog Church near Oswestry 
13 years ago after his daughter 
Amy lost her battle with cancer only 


weeks before her 18th birthday. He 
was dismayed on a recent visit to 
the church yard to find the tree had 
had all its branches cut off. 

He took the issue up with the 
church, which has admitted to 
cutting it back when pruning the 
church yard. 


over tree-cutting 

Mission area leader for Valle Cru- memory of his daughter. I wrote to 
cis Mission Area, which covers St him, since I understood that he had 
John’s Church, Pontfadog, Canon been indisposed, to apologise.” 
Martin Snellgrove has offered his He added: “It was necessary to 
apologies to Mr Hughes. prune the tree and Mr Hughes 

He said: “I am sorry for the hurt should have been informed before- 
caused to Mr Hughes by the prun- hand - we apologise that this did 
ing of the cherry tree, planted in not happen.” 


Charity to host hen party 
ahead of big royal wedding 


Report by Sue Austin 

WE may not be able to go to the royal wedding, but we can go to 
Meghan’s hen party. 

A fundraising group based in a village near Oswestry which provides life-sav¬ 
ing heart screening for young people is organising its own hen party to celebrate 
the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle and raise money for the char¬ 
ity 

One of those behind the idea is Sue Dewhirst from St Martins near Oswestry. Her 


Tremor leaves 
us all shook up 

RESIDENTS across Shropshire and Mid 
Wales felt the earth move after a tremor 
more than 100 miles away. 

Thousands of people reported their homes 
and workplaces shaking on Saturday after¬ 
noon. Social media sites went into overdrive 
as people reported the tremors. 

The British Geological Survey said the 
quake measured 4.4 on the Richter scale at 
a depth of 7.4km, with the epicentre 20km 
away from Swansea. It said events of such 
magnitude only happen every two to three 
years in the UK. 

Dyfed-Powys Police issued a statement 
saying it had received a high volume of calls 
from people reporting tremors. 

Jeanette Salisbury-Roberts, who was ill 
in bed near Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, said: 
“It was more of a wave than a shudder, very 
disconcerting.” 


son Matthew died from the heart condition 
Sudden Arrhythmic Death Syndrome in 
2012. 

Since then CRY for Matthew has raised 
tens of thousands of pounds to hold heart 
screening days at schools and other venues 
across Shropshire and south Cheshire. 

The hen party will be held on April 13 at 
Wolverley Hall, Wem. 

Mrs Dewhirst said: “We are organising 
the Meghan Markel Hen Party that she 
doesn’t know about. 

“It will be an amazing event at the home 
of John and Caroline Lay, well, actually in 
a marquee inside the lambing shed, but it 
will be fantastic occasion with fizz, food and 
fun. 

“John and Caroline’s son is celebrating 
his 21st birthday with a party in the mar¬ 
quee the weekend before and they kindly 
offered it to us for our fundraising. They 
have been wonderfully supportive since 
Matthew died. 

“As well as refreshments there will be 
a range of stalls selling quality crafts and 
beauty products.” 

The theme of the afternoon will be hearts 
and flowers. 


1,000-year-old oak tree falls 



The Buttington Oak on land near Welshpool, one of the oldest in Wales, has fallen 


AN oak tree believed to be over 1,000 years 
old and the second oldest in Wales has col¬ 
lapsed. 

The Buttington Oak, on land near Welsh¬ 
pool, is believed to have been one of the 
boundary markers of Offa’s Dyke. 

Tree enthusiast Rob McBride discovered 
the tree had fallen on Friday last week 
and he believes the tree would have been 
planted by local people to mark the site of 
the Battle of Buttington. 

He said: “This is the second oldest oak in 
Wales, and it is a shame to see it has fallen.” 


Mr McBride sounded a warning about the 
tree in October last year, after a crack was 
discovered down the middle of the tree. 

He believes more could have been done to 
stop the tree from falling. He added: “If a 
pound was put in for every year it had been 
up, then that would have been enough to 
save it, it wouldn’t have cost over £1,000. 
It is disappointing because something could 
have been done. I’ve recently been going 
around Europe looking at some of their 
trees and there is so much more being done 
in terms of protection.” 


Nft Milwyn Jenkins & Jenkins 
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Everything we do is driven by you. 

With over 12,000 vehicles in stock we will have the right vehicle for you. 
Vans, Tippers, Lutons, Minibuses, 4x4’s, Motorhomes and a large variety of cars 
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Ex-MP says club brushed 
Bennell case 'under carpet' 


Report by Jonny Drury _ 

A FORMER MP and a top legal expert believes a football club in¬ 
volved in the Barry Bennell abuse scandal “brushed things under 
the carpet”. 

Lord Alex Carlile, a former Montgomeryshire MFJ was the barrister who pros¬ 
ecuted the serial paedophile in 1998. 

After footballer Andy Woodward waived his right to anonymity, a host of ex-players 



Business administration apprentice Bekki Fardoe and schools liaison and marketing 
co-ordinator Chloe Edwards with information leaflets about the taster sessions 


Solicitors air 
fears over 
court move 

MOVES to cut the number of criminal cas¬ 
es heard at the only magistrates court in 
Shropshire is the first step in moving them 
out of the area altogether, leading solicitors 
fear. 

Remand cases currently heard at Telford 
Magistrates’ Court are to be centralised in 
Kidderminster from April 1, an hour and 
half by car or two hours by train from parts 
of North Shropshire. 

The new procedure, which comes after 
a consultation by the courts and tribunal 
service last year, will be on a six-month 
trial basis. 

Shropshire’s solicitors met in Shrews¬ 
bury to air their concerns over the plans, 
which many suspect will lead to all cases 
being moved to Worcestershire. 

John McMillan from WLB Law said: 
“There used to be 16 courts in Shropshire 
and they’ve gradually been whittled down. 

“The procedure we’ve noticed is that first 
all the back office staff are taken out, then 
they stop them dealing with remand cases, 
then the next step is to shut the court. 

“We believe the plan is that it will all go 
to Worcester eventually.” 

The group decided to draft a letter to the 
court service to strongly object to the pro¬ 
posals. 


came forward to speak of their abuse at 
the hands of the coach. Bennell was jailed 
for 31 years at Liverpool Crown Court on 
Monday for 50 counts of child sexual abuse. 
Bennell, described as the “devil incarnate” 
by the judge, was convicted of abusing 12 
boys aged eight to 15 between 1979 and 
1991. 

Speaking after the case, Lord Carlile said 
he believed Crewe Alexandra, where Ben¬ 
nell was a coach for many years, brushed 
the scandal under the carpet. He fears 
young footballers were abused because the 
danger was not brought to public attention. 

The former MP said: “I believe the Crewe 
board should have addressed this issue, 
and I’d be very interested to see the board 
minutes of the time because I feel sure the 
board would have discussed it in some way, 
but I have the feeling it was brushed under 
the carpet. 

“What I am satisfied about is that there 
should have been further inquiry by any 
club involved, including Crewe Alexandra. 
I’m surprised I did not read subsequently 
that Crewe had carried out an inquiry into 
what had occurred. 

“If any senior people at the club knew 
more than they let on at the time then they 
should have been open about it. 

“Football coaches had immense power 
over young boys who they were training 
and clubs were in the place of parents and 
it’s quite clear that they didn’t take that 
position seriously.” 

It was the fourth time Bennell, 64, had 
been convicted of abusing boys. 

He was sacked by Crewe in 1992. In a 
statement, the League Two football club 
claimed to know nothing about the abuse, 
until he was first arrested in Florida in 
1994. The club has also said a police inves¬ 
tigation found no information it knew of 
Bennell’s crimes. 


OSWESTRY’S North Shropshire College 
is hosting a series of pre-course taster ses¬ 
sions across all of its vocational areas. 

The sessions are designed to give prospec¬ 
tive students an experience of college life 
and a sample of the wide variety of courses 
available at the college including bricklay¬ 
ing and plumbing, animal management, 
engineering and many more. The sessions 
are due to be held at both the Oswestry and 
Walford campuses and students can book 
on to more than one session if they wish to 
sample several subjects. 

Lucy Evans, marketing and customer 
services manager, said: “We are delighted 
to be offering such a diverse range of taster 


workshops this year, and we are sure that 
they will prove to be very popular. They are 
an excellent way for any prospective learn¬ 
ers to find out more about student life and 
what opportunities are available for them 
when choosing to study with us.” 

For more information about the pre¬ 
course taster sessions, peopel can visit 
www.nsc.ac.uk/help-and-support/events. 
They can also find out more, or book a 
place, by emailing Chloe Edwards, schools 
liaison and marketing co-ordinator, via 
c.edwards@nsc.ac.uk or by calling (01691) 
688087. Spaces are reserved for Year 11 
students or adults looking to start in Sep¬ 
tember. 


MALCOLM LEWIS 


A modem alternative 
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✓ DOORS ✓ WINDOWS ✓ CONSERVATORIES ✓ WARM ROOF ✓ FASCIAS ✓ GUTTERING 


WI NDOWS , DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

ATTENTION TO DETAIL It 

CAN BE ASSURED , rC Tl I l l 

Conservatories complete from foundations to finish ™ 

www.malcolm-lewis.co.uk 
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TELEPHONE:01691 650567 
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Find our showroom at: Unit GM1, Glovers Meadow, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 8NH | www.malcolm-lewis.co.uk 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Bison* 

Loft Ladders 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 


Safety 
hand rail 
Unique 
to Bison 




Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 
Free Survey 
‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 
Full 4 year parts 
& labour guarantee 
The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



We also fit loft flooring, lighting 

: Long Safety Side Handles* and roof windows . 


All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


David Davies & Sons 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1840 


A caring, 

compassionate and 
discreet service from 
a family business 
since 1840 



1 Upper Church Street 
Oswestry • SY11 2AA 

Oswestry 01691 653116 (24 hrs) 
www.daviddaviesandsons.co.uk 
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Gift Vouchers Available 


^ Jones 


EfookirEfEssential. 


[Available for Charter Jrips 


the Boats. 


Tel: 01978 824166 or 01691 690322 


www.canaltrip.co.uk 
peterjones@canaltrip.co.uk 
The Old Wharf, Trevor, Llangollen SatNav. 
Follow our signs from LL14 3S G 
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BREEZE 
ABOUT TOWN 


While Oswestry Town Coun¬ 
cillors dither about introducing 
electric charging points in the 
town centre car park, brighter 
sparks on Powys County Coun¬ 
cil have ignited plans to switch 
the county on. 

Liam Fitzpatrick, Powys Coun¬ 
ty Council Cabinet Member for 
Highways, this week announced 
£200,000 has been budgeted for 
a county-wide scheme over the 
next five years. 

The move is a bid to stay 
ahead of the game with the de¬ 
mand for electric powered mo¬ 
toring growing daily. 

Example 

The council is setting an ex¬ 
ample to Oswestry by providing 
an accessible network of charg¬ 
ing points. 

It is playing a key role in en¬ 
couraging an uptake of electric 
vehicles. 

And at the same time the 
council is helping to improve air 
quality by reducing C02 emis¬ 
sions. 

The next five years will see un¬ 
precedented changes in the way 
we fuel our cars. 

There is a real opportunity for 
town and county councils to play 
a major role. 

Don’t get left behind Oswestry. 

There’s news of even more trail 
blazing across the Powys border 
with plans to use recycled plastic 
bottles and bags in asphalt mix¬ 
ture to produce roads that are 
believed to be both kinder on the 
environment and longer lasting. 

A number of councils around 
the UK are testing ‘plastic roads’. 

The process involves making 
plastic pellets from bottles and 
bags that would otherwise be 
destined for landfill sites. 

Melting the pellets into the as¬ 
phalt mix acts as a binding agent 
it seems. 

Friendly 

It’s an environmentally friend¬ 
ly scheme which will reduce the 
need for landfill. And at the same 
time it will improve the lifespan of 
roads surfaces. 

So it is a win, win situation 
providing the costs can be kept 
down. Because as much as the 
idea sounds like a no-brainer, 
in practice time will tell. Powys 
motorists will be hoping this 
scheme is a success and a re¬ 
placement for the paint-like sur¬ 
face solutions being offered over 
the last couple of years in a bid 
to keep down costs. 

A quick look at the state of 
our roads today provides the 
evidence that quick and cheap 
fixes leave you with a long-term 
headache. 


WORKING 
FOR YOU 


A lot of people seem to have 
been shocked by the unaccept¬ 
able sexual misconduct of Ox- 
fam officials in Haiti. This has 
been followed by reports of a 
cover-up of what’s happened, 
and allegations of sexual mis¬ 
conduct involving other chari¬ 
ties. I must admit that I’m not so 
shocked myself. Wherever there 
are large numbers of desperate 
vulnerable homeless people, 
living in absolute poverty, there 
will inevitably be sexual preda¬ 
tors attracted to take advantage. 
It may well involve a very small 
number of individuals, but the 
damage it can do to the repu¬ 
tation of charities like Oxfam is 
very serious indeed. And despite 
whatever rules are in place, and 
I’m sure there are many, it’s im¬ 
possible to legislate against a 
charity worker and a desperate 
refugee falling in love. The whole 
system depends on senior per¬ 
sonnel taking a close regulatory, 
transparent, pastoral approach. 

Whatever, we are where we 
are. The Government, in the form 
of International Development 
Secretary, Penny Mordaunt, is 
taking a tough line and cutting 
off Government support until 
certain that Oxfam (and other 
charities) satisfy her that regu¬ 
latory processes are in place. 
It’s the minimum response from 
Government that will protect the 
generous willingness of British 
people to donate. I sense that 
the level of public support for 
my total commitment to the UK 
spending the UN target of 0.7% 
of GDP on International Aid will 
be even less popular. 

I also think it’s a betrayal of 
responsibility to the rest of our 
world that other rich countries 
renege on this commitment. 
France is an example - Macron 
strides around the world wearing 
worthy humanitarian clothes but 
fails to deliver on International 
Aid. 

It’s not any generosity of spirit 
that drives my view. It’s self-in¬ 
terest. Or at least the interest of 
our nation. Over recent years we 
have seen some refugees reach¬ 
ing our shores, many illegally. 
This has caused division in soci¬ 
ety. We (and every other Europe¬ 
an country) must invest in quality 
of life in Africa and the Middle 
East, and in family planning, 
disease control, sanitation and 
water. I’ve always thought this is 
a right policy, in the international 
interest. I also realise that unless 
International Aid is delivered by 
systems and charities that are 
trusted to act to a high moral 
standard, the British people will 
lose confidence in our commit¬ 
ment to aid. 

Glyn Davies 

Montgomeryshire MP 


Plastic-free living for 


sake of planet's future 


Ocean wildlife is being destroyed by plastic 




Supermarkets are being urged to cut packaging 


Plastic waste is a big environmental concern 


Plastic waste, particularly 
in our oceans, is of growing 
concern. SUE AUSTIN meets 
a couple tackling the issue 

MILLIONS of viewers found 
themselves thinking about the 
waste they produce after being 
struck by the strong message 
from David Attenborough’s re¬ 
cent Blue Planet 2 TV series. 

Families throughout the country 
were left to consider what more they 
can do to reduce waste and help pro¬ 
tect our oceans. 

One couple from the Ceiriog Valley 
near Oswestry have been looking for sev¬ 
eral years at how they can reduce their 
impact on the planet. 

Diana and Rob Baur want to go plas¬ 
tic-free and have taken drastic steps to 
reduce the amount of plastic and waste 
in their lives. 

The couple, in their 70s, have made 
dozens of changes to their lives over the 
past two years, from using recycled glass 
jars for food storage to making their own 
toothpaste and shampoo. 

Diana said: “We are an animal rap¬ 
idly destroying its own habitat, despite 
signing up to the Paris Agreement and 
being told daily by scientists and ‘Green’ 
organisations that mankind is taking too 
little action. 

“Where is the leadership to tackle this 
huge problem? 

“It lies with us all. 

“We can all start to live, there are mil¬ 
lions of us and we can effect change if we 
start right now.” 

Both semi-retired, they say they have 
more time that most people to find ways 


Diana Baur ensures she goes plastic free when she is shopping 


to be greener. Artist Diana, who has 
set up a Facebook page called Treading 
Lightly, said it was two years ago she 
started changing the way the couple 
lived. 

She said: “I began by taking paper 
bags to Chirk greengrocer and only 
bought unwrapped fruit and vegetables. 

“I take a re-useable lidded box, plas¬ 
tic yes but it’s not in the sea, to the 
butcher on Oswestry market and ask 
that the meat be wrapped in my own 
greaseproof paper to take home in the 
box.” 

Diana and her husband have spent 
the last two years actively working to 
cut plastic from their lives and create 
the smallest footprint they can on the 
planet. 

“We are semi-retired and have more 


time than most to devote to it,” she 
said. 

Cutting down on plastic when shop¬ 
ping has been a major challenge in 
the days when it seems everything is 
wrapped in it. 

But Diana has managed even going to 
the extent of making her own yoghurt 
alternative and her own toothpaste. 

She said: “You can make home made 
tooth powder with bicarb, seasalt, ste- 
via and sage leaf or hunt out toothpaste 
in a metal tube. 

“Use Olive oil or soapnuts soap and 
pure almond oil to moisturise and make 
shampoo from soapnuts and vinegar.” 

She buys bamboo toothbrushes and 
wooden hairbrushes. 

“And supermarket shopping has 
taken a back seat as she hunts out in¬ 


dependent shops less likely to use plastic 
wrapping. 

Diana said: “We use home made cot¬ 
ton stockinette bags or paper bags for 
loose veg and fruit and avoid or refused 
ready wrapped in plastic packages. 

“We recycle the small amount of una¬ 
voidable plastic and we return to sender 
plastic-wrapped post.” 

Rather than use plastic containers at 
home the couple use recycled glass jars 
and, for the freezer, foil containers and 
wrap. 

Newspaper and potato sacks are used 
for bin liners and, when it comes to tea, 
they substitute tea bags for loose tea and 
a metal strainer. 

Travel is one way they have cut down 
their carbon footprint. 

“We have a small, Fiat Panda that is 
very economical on fuel and we have not 
flown for years,” Diana said. 

At home they have ditched all through 
central heating for double glazing to 
keep the heat in and an extra jumper 
when it’s cold. 

“There is one large radiator in dining 
room on for the day in winter a wood 
burning stove in the evenings in the sit¬ 
ting room plus a heated towel rail in the 
bathroom. 

“Wearing an extra jumper and double 
glazing has made a lot of difference to 
the amount of heat we need.” 

Those jumpers and Diana’s other 
clothes are made of natural and no man¬ 
made fibres - cotton, wool, linen and 
leather. 

Even eco-friendly loo rolls are bought 
on line and delivered in a box rather 
than plastic. 

“We are looking at a reduced use of 
our car/buying an electric car and put¬ 
ting solar panels on our roof or downsiz¬ 
ing,” added Diana. 

“And we want to share tips on the 
Treading Lightly Facebook page.” 



For February Half Term 
up to the 25th February 

we will be running our Horse Drawn Boat trips and 
trips across Pontcysyllte Aqueduct on our centrally 
heated Motor Boat Thomas Telford. 

For times and availability ring 
01978860702 


Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct built by 
Thomas Telford 


Established in 1884 
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Connor Harris 01691 668090^ 
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Letters 


A strong leader for our nation required 


SOME advice for Theresa May: 

While we have a London Mayor who has 
allowed crime rates in the capital to soar, 
and pokes his nose into everything from 
the Fabian Society to the Bilderbergs and 
to world affairs as he ignores his direct re¬ 
sponsibilities, we will have a failing coun¬ 
try. 

We are sick of seeing influential people 
who think we didn’t know what we voted 
for. 


The British public has never been more 
sure of anything for decades. We voted to 
leave the EU, in its entirety, leaving the 
courts, the red tape for trade and indus¬ 
try and their immigration problems com¬ 
pounded by mismanagement of the migrant 
crisis. 

You already know all this, yet you ignore 
us. Many say you are the lesser of two evils, 
the best of a bad bunch, 1 personally can’t 
find anything ‘best’ about you at all. 


Men of integrity, honesty and foresight 
such as Jacob Rees-Mogg are ignored in fa¬ 
vour of Remainers. 

Our voting choices are so poor right now, 
we definitely need a new and strong leader 
to move this country forward instead of 
lagging behind the victim of your thought 
process and poor decision making. 

JUNE SLATER AND 
SYLVIA LOOSLEY 
Shrewsbury 


Carnival smiles despite darkness on the horizon 


Lots of smiles among these youngsters at Oswestry carnival, but the adults will have had cause for worry, as this event was 
held on Thursday, August 31,1939 - and within days Britain would be at war. The carnival didn’t enjoy good weather either, as 
it rained. This picture is courtesy of the National Library of Wales, and comes from its Geoff Charles Collection - Charles was a 


Jeremy needs to letters to the editor 
think before he post "1email 


points the finger 

JEREMY Corbyn is quick to place blame 
regarding the fiasco that is Carillion but 
thought is needed before pointing fingers. 

The cause of this problem, private fi¬ 
nance initiatives, were set up originally by 
Sir John Major’s government back in 1992 
but on Tony Blair’s election in 1997 they 
were not only eagerly embraced by him 
and Chancellor Gordon Brown they were 
massively increased to fund their hospital 
building programmes and their building 
schools for the future and no-one really 
gave any consideration to the long-term 
costs of what was being allowed to happen. 

The extortionate costs are now coming 
home to roost and it is hypocritical of Mr 
Corbyn to try to make political capital out 
of this crisis when he was a member of Blair 
and Brown’s governments who caused so 
much of the current problems. 

The Conservatives, under Cameron, al¬ 
lowed this policy to continue to be used de¬ 
spite concerns of long-term costs expressed 
by expert. 

ADRIAN WILLIAMS 

Bratton Road 


photographer who was based at Oswestry. 


Readers’ Letters, 

The Chronicle, iain.stjohn@ 

14 Salop Road, shropshirestar.co.uk 

Oswestry, SY11 2NU 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, 
address and telephone number. The Editor reserves 
the right to condense letters. 

Why so long to sort 
plastic bag issue? 

PLASTIC bags are banned in Bangladesh, 
Rwanda, Taiwan, Macedonia, and most re¬ 
cently Kenya. France have gone even fur¬ 
ther by banning plastic bags, cups, plates 
and cutlery. There are numerous others 
with strong laws relating to this matter. 

Our country, hoping to placate the green 
vote, have followed suit. However Mrs May 
has told us it will take 25 years to accom¬ 
plish. Really, 25 years, does she think this 
will wash with people who care about the 
planet? 

ROD SHAW 

Shrewsbury 


So who exactly 
are these famous 
stars on show? 

SO Dancing On Ice is back after four years 
- why? The only real stars I could see were 
Antony Cotton and Cheryl Baker - the 
rest? I’m sorry I don’t have a clue; mostly 
ex-reality TV performers who didn’t win, 
and soap opera actors which gladly only 
do any good when they have the rest of the 
cast behind them. 

Jason is his usual ‘Mr Nasty’, attempt¬ 
ing to be Craig from Strictly Come Dancing 
and failing miserably. Ashley Banjo brings 
some kind of freshness to the programme, 
but is sadly let down by the other 75 per 
cent of the judges, which includes Jane and 
Chris. Unfortunately for whatever reason, 
they were not allowed to dance for the pub¬ 
lic which still adore them - probably some 
stupid health and safety regulation. 

I am sorry Holly and Silver Fox Schof¬ 
ield; you should both cut your losses and 
stick to This Morning, because this dire 
imitation of Strictly is just that, and it is 
doomed to failure. 

MARTIN EDDIES 

Shrewsbury 


Exhausted bv 
party politics 
and by vague 
promises made 

HAVING just suffered severe PPB fatigue 
through watching less than five minutes of 
TY I feel the Government should issue a 
health warning before such programmes 
are broadcast or just stop making them. 

Yes it seems it is Party Political Broad¬ 
cast time yet again. 

The Tories fatigued me with a woman 
doing Prime Minister impressions very 
badly and no doubt Labour and the rest will 
be doing their best to achieve full fatigue 
over the next few weeks. 

Every promise within these broadsides 
is so vague and fluffy, every wish deliv¬ 
ered as if all the nation wants to do is skip 
through a wildflower meadow with a big 
grin on its face while a daffodil takes their 
temperature (please see Carry On Nurse 
from 1959 for an explanation). Obviously, 
political parties all think that background 
music and a promise to pay for everything 
is enough. 

Would it have been too much trouble for 
Mrs May to acknowledge that more staff 
and money need to go into the NHS and 
that everyone will have to pay for it? 

Tax raising has never been a vote winner 
but even Theresa “Titanic” May knows her 
chances of victory in 2022 are slim unless 
she can actually be seen to lead. 

Would the country have revolted if she 
had announced in that broadcast that pet- 
rol/diesel tax, VAT, income tax and council 
tax were all to rise by one per cent and all 
the proceeds would be spent on UK health 
and not on overseas aid? 

So come on Labour, sit down, work the 
sums out and what ever you do, do not let 
Diane “Abacus” Abbott present the figures. 

If Labour could persuade ex-MP Alan 
Johnson to do the broadcast I might even 
watch instead of hiding behind the settee. 
PETER STEGGLES 

Longnor 

Let's show some 
consideration 

BOB Wydell makes reference to speeding 
traffic in Oswestry and the difficulties this 
makes for pedestrians. 

But Bob implies that motorists and pe¬ 
destrians are different species like cats 
and dogs, which is not necessarily the case. 
At some point all motorists are pedestri¬ 
ans, just as all pedestrians sometimes use 
wheeled transport. It depends on the cir¬ 
cumstances at the time. 

For example, over the past 12 months I 
have used cars, taxis, buses, coaches, trains, 
planes, boats, bicycles and a tricycle as well 
as walking many miles. We simply need to 
show consideration to each other whatever 
form of transport we are using at the time. 
DENNIS J DUGGAN 

Welshpool 





Shropshire's traditional funeral directors on 
the banks of the River Severn 

Shrewsbury's original family funeral direc¬ 
tors are as much part of the local heritage 
as the River Severn. 

From our offices and award winning 
gardens on the banks of the River 
Severn at Coleham, Pughs have 
provided a highly personal and 
professional funeral service to families at 
their time of need for over 120 years. 

133 Longden Coleham, 
Shrewsbury SY3 7DN 
24 hour tel: 01743 344 646 

OlaS info@pughsfuneraldirectors.com 

pughsfuneraldirectors.com 


Charnwood C-Four 
Wood Burning Stove 


me vat 



Stoves Fireplaces Range Cookers Gas & Electric Fires 

v n 01691 772153 

/ jaAU 11 free delivery 

www.saxonhomecare.co.uk 

* 6000 sq ft showroom * 30 mins from Shrewsbury & Chester * Open 7 days a week 


PJ £ J Established Sm 

BLINDS m 

Quality Made to Measure 

ROLLER BLINDS WOODEN BLINDS 

CONSERVATORY VERTICAL BLINDS 

BLINDS ROMAN BLINDS 

VENETIAN PLEATED 

BLINDS BLINDS 

BUYj 

Vertical Blinds/ 

: roller blinds 
Fitted from 

£199 

Perfect Fit Blinds 

IVELUX 

FREE MEASURING 
AND FITTING SERVICE 

Value for Money 
FAST Local Service 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEWING 

MADE TO MEASURE AND READY MADE CURTAINS 

MONTGOMERY FABRICS 

www.directblindsshropshire.co.uk 

■ 01691 670257 S 

www.easyfitblinds.co.uk 

For Domestic & Commercial Premises 

6 Oswald Road, Oswestry SY11 IRE 


Peaceful Pembrokeshire 7 

Pembrokeshire has it all - stunning scenery, a spectacular coastline, beautiful beaches, 
amazing wildlife, great attractions and good food! A holiday here will lift the spirits and 
take you back to a quieter, more relaxed way of life. 

The Cliff Hotel & Spa ★★★, Gwbert, Cardigan 

The hotel enjoys spectacular views of the sea, river estuary and Cardigan Island. Guests 
can enjoy a drink in the large bar (which has unbelievable views) before dinner, which is 
served in the restaurant or ballroom. The hotel has fantastic leisure facilities including a 
spa with treatment rooms (charges apply) sauna, spa bath and an indoor pool. The hotel 
also has a 9-hole golf course. 

The hotel Services include; 

/ All bedrooms have TVs / Tea/coffee making facilities / Hotel bar / Hotel Lift 
/ Hotel Entertainment / Hotel Swimming Pool / Hotel Spa / Wi-Fi 
Your Tour Cost includes 

• All Travel By Executive Coach 

• Four Nights Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

• Excursions as Detailed 

• Guided Tour of Pembroke Castle 

• Oriel y Parc Gallery 

• St. David’s Cathedral 

• Visit to Tenby 

• Two Nights Live Entertainment 

• Two Nights In-House Activities 

• Happy Hour between 18.00 - 21 .OOhrs 

50% off selected drinks 

• Two Packed Lunches 


No Single room supplement (Limited Number) 

5 DAYS 26th - 30th March 

www.owenstravel.co.uk 


£295 



^Owens 


OSWESTRY 

NEWTOWN 

WHITCHURCH 


01691 652126 
01686 626576 
01948 662361 


SHREWSBURY 01743 770001 


WREXHAM 


01978 330003 


C m c ked 
Wheat 


Natural • Organic • Food • Supplements • Skincare 
Household • Environmental • Chocolate • Gifts 



Waterloo House, Longbridge Street, 
Newtown 01686 627637 
10 High Street, Welshpool 01938 552556 


A&Gr Clearances 

* Cash paid for quality items 

* Household rubbish/junk removal 

* House, Shed, Garage, Garden 

“Cheaper than skip hire, Quicker than the council” 

We are licenced waste carriers 

T: 01691 680097 M: 07926 995767 

www.aBhou5eclearance.orB.uk 


MOVE IT 
MOVE IT 
MOVE IT 
REMOVAL SERVICES 

SINGLE ITEM TO FULL REMOVAL 

Storage Available .Free Quotes, Competitive Prices, Fully Insured 

Call Chris 01691 655377 / 07866 876050 
E-mail: info@moveitmoveitmoveit.co.uk 
Visit us online at: www.moveitmoveitmoveit.co.uk 



ACCOMMODATION WANTED 

Single working man seeks shared accommodation 
in or around Oswestry. 

With gentlemen of retirement age. 

Call 074976 79614 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Arts society to 
meet up again 

THE age of jazz will be the subject of 
a talk to be presented to members of a 
Welshpool arts group. 

Sally Hoban will give a talk entitled 
Age of Jazz! Art Deco Fashion and 
Design. 

The talk will be given to the next 
meeting of the Arts Society Mid Wales 
& Borders -formerly NAD FAS. 

The meeting takes place this after¬ 
noon (Thursday). 

The venue is The Royal Oak Hotel 
in Welshpool and the talk will begin 
at 2.30pm. 

Non-members are welcome to at¬ 
tend, but a donation of £6 per person 
is requested towards costs. 

For further details about the group 
or the meeting, email avril@avrilhart. 
com, see the website or telephone 
(01938) 555574. 

Hunt for driver 
after child hurt 

A CHILD was injured in a hit-and-run 
collision in Oswestry. 

Officers at West Mercia Police have 
said they want to speak to the driver 
of the car after the collision in Upper 
Church Street. 

The collision happened close to 
the RK and M Lewis shop, at about 
3.15pm on Tuesday last week. 

The child involved in the collision 
suffered minor injuries. 

An ambulance was not needed to 
attend. 

Police say they believe the vehicle, 
which did not stop, was being driven 
by a woman. 

Anyone with information about the 
incident, or the driver herself, is urged 
to contact West Mercia police quoting 
incident number, 0399S 130218. 

Alternatively, contact Crimestop- 
pers anonymously on 0800 555111 or 
at crimestoppers-uk.org. 


'No decision made' on 
the future of renal unit 


Report by Jonny Drury 

NO decision has been made 
on the future of a renal unit in 
Welshpool. 

Last month questions were being 
asked by Montgomeryshire MP Glyn 
Davies and county councillor Joy 
Jones after it emerged Welshpool Hos¬ 
pital’s renal unit could be privatised in 
the future. 

The unit is run from Wrexham Hospital, 
which comes under the Besti Cadwallader 
University Health board. 

Mr Davies said he was yet to receive an 
answer to questions he had asked of health 
bosses. 

But it has now been revealed that no 
decision has been made on the issue and 
discussions are still taking place between 
health bosses. 

Powys Teaching Health Board bosses 
said the services were part of a review but 
no decision has been made so far. 

Previously, Mrs Jones, who is a Powys 
councillor and health campaigner, said: 
“I’m very concerned about it because I 
don’t want any patients in Mid Wales to 
have problems with it, and I want assur¬ 
ances to be made that they won’t be af¬ 
fected. 

“There has been no consultation on the 
matter, and it seems there has been no 
messages that anything like this is going 
to happen. 

“There seems to have been a lack of 
openness on the subject, and things have 
been done behind closed doors.” 

Betsi Cadwallader University Health 
Board also said it is committed to giving 
patients a high class renal service with up 
to date equipment. 


Cash collected for global polio fight 



iitoi n 


Rotarians from Oswestry’s three rotary clubs got together to hold the cash 
collection for the polio battle at the movie showing in the town 


OSWESTRY rotarians held a 
bucket collection in aid of the 
End Polio Now campaign at a 
recent showing of a movie about 
the illness at the town’s Ki- 
nokulture cinema. 

The movie Breathe was shown 
at the cinema and is about a 
man’s determination and brav¬ 
ery after he is struck down by 
polio. 

Rotary clubs around the world 
are leading the campaign to 
eradicate polio from the globe 
in partnership with the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. 

The amount collected was 
£284. 

This will be multiplied three 
times by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation to £852. 

Rotarian Mike Lade said: 
“Over the last 25 years Rotary 
International in conjunction 
with the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation have tirelessly 
strived to rid the world of the 
disabling and in some cases 
life-threatening disease - polio. 

“It takes just a little drop of 
vaccine on the tongue of chil¬ 
dren to immunise them. 

“Over the 25 years the cases 
have been reduced by 99.9 per 
cent from hundreds everyday to 
a handful a year with these last 
cases being reported in Afghani¬ 
stan and North Pakistan. 


Marie Curie 
fundraisers 
looking for 
more help 

MEMBERS of a fundraising group 
are appealing for people to give two 
hours of their time to help out a pop¬ 
ular charity. 

The Welshpool fundraising group 
for Marie Curie is appealing for vol¬ 
unteers to give two hours of their time 
to hand out its iconic daffodil pins, in 
return for donations. 

The charity is hoping to get more 
people than ever wearing the daffodil 
pin during its annual fundraiser, the 
Great Daffodil Appeal. 

The Great Daffodil Appeal runs 
during February, March and April 
this year. 

Bosses at Marie Curie say that the 
appeal is urgently needed as one in 
four people currently don’t receive the 
care and support they need at the end 
of their life. 

They say with the population get¬ 
ting older, demand on the charity’s 
services is set to increase. 

The money raised will help Marie 
Curie nurses be there for more people 
living with a terminal illness. 

The nurses provide them with vital 
one-to-one nursing care and support 
in their own homes. 

Welshpool volunteer Kaye Derwas 
said: “Volunteering to collect dona¬ 
tions in return for daffodil pins is a 
fun and easy way to get involved in 
the local community. 

“You can collect with a friend or 
partner and know that you are help¬ 
ing Marie Curie be there when we are 
needed most. 

“Every daffodil helps us care for 
more people. 

“This is what makes the Great Daf¬ 
fodil Appeal so important”. 

Volunteers will be at Welshpool’s 
Tesco store tomorrow (Friday) if peo¬ 
ple need more information. 
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Visit by top 
stars hits the 
right note 
with students 

WOULD-BE actresses at Adcote 
School near Oswestry were recent¬ 
ly stunned by a surprise visit from 
award-winning West End and Broad¬ 
way musical directors. 

What began as an ordinary music 
lesson for Years 6 and 9 turned into a 
question and answer session with two 
of the world’s most successful musi¬ 
cians. 

Joel Fram and Martin Lowe both 
have an interstellar reputation on 
Broadway and in the West End for 
their contributions to musicals in¬ 
cluding Pinocchio, Wicked, and Harry 
Potter and the Cursed Child. 

Martin Lowe won a Tony award, 
a Grammy and an Olivier award for 
his work as musical supervisor and 
orchestrator on the celebrated John 
Carney musical Once. 

He also orchestrated and arranged 
all the music for the current West End 
production of Pinocchio, currently 
running at the National Theatre. 

He was accompanied by his partner 
Joel Fram, an international music 
supervisor, arranger, conductor, and 
producer who has worked extensively 
in London’s West End and on Broad¬ 
way, including conducting the West 
End production of Wicked. 

The pair agreed to come to the 
school to speak to the girls as they 
were visiting Martin’s sister Helen 
Crofts in Acton Burnell and the school 
kept it a secret, to the delight of its 
drama-mad pupils. 

They were also interviewed at 
length by the sixth form drama stu¬ 
dents who are studying a professional 
practice unit, which requires them to 
engage with professionals in the per¬ 
forming arts sector. 

The visit was so successful, there is 
talk of a return visit next autumn. 


No further police action 
over voyeurism claims 


Report by Jonny Drury 

ALLEGATIONS of voyeurism at 
Oswestry Orthopaedic Hospital 
are no longer being investigated 
by police. 

In November, West Mercia Police an¬ 
nounced it was looking into reports of 
voyeurism at the hospital in Gobowen. 

The investigation was in relation to two 
separate incidents that allegedly occurred 
on the site of the hospital and a man in his 
80s was interviewed by police. 

Both of the alleged incidents were his¬ 
toric and were said to have allegedly oc¬ 
curred between 2014 and 2016. The man 
was interviewed voluntarily by police of¬ 
ficers to help with their inquiries. 

The allegations were made by a woman, 
who claimed the incidents occurred over a 
significant period of time. 

West Mercia Police have now confirmed 
that “an investigation into reports of two 
non-recent voyeurism offences in Oswestry 
has concluded with no further action being 
taken at this time. All those involved have 
been notified”. 

When the allegations first surfaced, the 
hospital said it was fully co-operating with 
the police, and that as the investigation 
was taking place, the man in question was 
asked not to use the hospital facilities. 

Following the conclusion of the police 
investigation, the hospital hasn’t said 
whether the man will be allowed to use the 
hospital facilities again. 

A spokesman for the hospital said: “We 
are aware of the decision taken by the po¬ 
lice and are talking to all parties about how 
to proceed. We won’t comment any further 
in the interests of patient confidentiality.” 


Funds raised by wonderful walkers 



Annie Curran and Carol Aldridge took on a walking challenge 


ANNIE Curran and Car¬ 
ol Aldridge have walked 200 
miles to raise more than £1,000 
for The League of Friends at 
Oswestry Orthopaedic Hospital. 

The friends trod with purpose 
on their weekly walks together, 
as well as with friends and fam¬ 
ily to notch up 200 miles. While 
enjoying keeping fit they raised 
a total tipping over £1,000 in aid 
of The League of Friends. 

As former patients and volun¬ 
teers, Annie and Carol have first 
hand experience of the hospital. 
When they set themselves a goal 
to complete 200 walking miles 
they were delighted to raise over 
£ 1 , 000 . 

“We were overwhelmed by 
support for our walking plan,” 
said Carol. “We really appreciate 
everyone’s donations.” 

“We sincerely thank Annie 
and Carol for their determina¬ 
tion and generosity. 

“It is very rewarding to hear 
how their own positive expe¬ 
riences as in-patients inspired 
them to dedicate their walks to 
fundraising for The League of 
Friends to RJAH,” said Victoria 
Sugden, charity director. 

“The funds raised by Annie 
and Carol will continue to sup¬ 
port the provision of facilities for 
patients and staff at the hospi¬ 
tal.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Church's plea for 
snowdrop bulbs 

A VILLAGE churchyard could be full 
of snowdrops next spring thanks to a 
community appeal. 

Residents in Trefonen near 
Oswestry are being asked to con¬ 
sider digging up and dividing up their 
clumps of snowdrop bulbs after they 
have finished flowering. 

Susan Rice-Oxley, one of those in¬ 
volved in the appeal, said the bulbs 
would then be planted under big trees 
along the roadside edge of the church¬ 
yard. 

“Donations of bulbs can be left in 
a crate near the gate,” she said. The 
snowdrop scheme is part of Trefonen’s 
Churchyard garden action project. 

At nearby Chirk Castle, the Na¬ 
tional Trust is inviting people to enjoy 
its spectacular display of snowdrops in 
the gardens and woodland. 

Spiritual centre 
to meet up again 

MEMBERS of Oswestry Spiritual 
Centre will hold their next meeting 
this evening (Thursday). 

The meeting takes place in the 
Cambrian Room in the Memorial Hall 
in Oswestry. 

It runs from 7.30pm to 9pm. 

The cost of admission is £3.50. 

Val Laundy from Oswestry Spiritual 
Centre said: “We welcome back Cerys 
Hulse from Newtown as our medium 
for our demonstration evening. 

“Spiritual and reiki taster healing 
sessions will be available after the 
demonstration. 

“Come along, ask your questions, 
feel the benefit of a healing session 
and you might even receive a mes¬ 
sage from a friend or loved one from 
the spirit world assuring you that life 
continues only in another dimension. 

“For more information ring 
07891084071 or just come along, 
everyone is made welcome.” 


♦ 


HARRISONS 

MEDIATION 

MEET | DISCUSS I RESOLVE 


Do you have a dispute 
that you need to resolve? 

Harrisons Mediation’s dedicated team of mediators offer a method 
of resolving business and personal disputes without recourse to 
expensive and time consuming legal action. 

Mediation is a voluntary process which takes place in private and is 
confidential. Within mediation, Mediators do not make judgments 
and will not direct you towards a particular outcome or express 
a personal opinion. A mediator will help you and the other party 
come to an agreement by asking questions and clarifying and 
exploring options for resolving your dispute. 


Most mediations are resolved within one daymeaning the process 
is significantly quicker, cheaper than Court proceedings. 


We carry out all types of civil and commercial mediation and our 
mediators are all accredited with the ADR Group, the internationally 
leading authority in mediation and alternative dispute resolution. 

Our team, Emma Serjeant and Ceri Ellis-Jones are very experienced 
in general and commercial litigation and specialist areas of dispute 
such as: 



• Agricultural disputes 

• Boundary disputes 

• Building and constructions 
disputes 

• Commercial contract disputes 


► Company/shareholder disputes 

► Employment related disputes 

► Inheritance disputes 

► Intellectual property disputes 


maguIres 


r> e v e i o p m 


» Land disputes 
» Partnership disputes 
» Probate, trust and will disputes 
► Professional negligence disputes 


Based in Newtown and Welshpool, offering mediation across a large catchment area including 
Mid, North and West Wales and Shropshire, we can assist with any type of civil or commercial dispute. 


For more information or enquiries about our availability please visit 
Contact Emma or Ceri on E Email 



Prices Start 
From Only 

£99,950 

• Part exchange scheme 
available 

• All homes are brand 
new with a 10 year 
warranty 

• The park is a secure 
gated site with CCTV 

• We have 4 show 
homes available for 
viewing and ready for 
immediate occupation 


Viewings can be arranged 
by calling 
01938 580768 or 
07773336633 
People are welcome to turn 
up to look around without 
appointments 




HARRISONS 
GROUP 


i) Berriew Street, Welshpool, Powys SY217SL 


ADRg 


& 


Web: www.m-d.co.uk Email: info@m-d.co.uk 
Address: Tavern Park, Forden, Near Welshpool SY21 8NN 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Farmers help 
out charities 

THE equivalent of a year’s farm in¬ 
come - £13,000 - has been raised by 
the Farmers’ Union of Wales, for its 
charitable causes - Alzheimer’s Soci¬ 
ety Cymru and The Farming Commu¬ 
nity Network. 

Speaking about the success of the 
FUW’s farmhouse breakfast week at 
the end of January, Union President 
Glyn Roberts said: “Our staff, mem¬ 
bers and wonderful volunteers have 
done an incredible job in raising what 
is the equivalent of a year’s farm in¬ 
come for many farms in Wales for our 
chosen charities.” Breakfast events 
were held in Montgomeryshire as part 
of the fundraising campaign. 

Housing groups 
join up together 

TWO housing associations have 
joined forces in a bid to save money 
and improve services. 

Mid Wales Housing Association 
based in Newtown, and Tai Ceredi¬ 
gion have teamed up to work together 
on future projects in and around Mid 
Wales. Chair of Mid Wales Housing, 
Peter Swanson, said the joint venture 
makes sense, and is about becoming 
more efficient to improve services. 

He said: “Our overall purpose is to 
offer enhanced services to our resi¬ 
dents and communities, growing the 
financial strength of the business, and 
reinvesting any efficiency gains into 
improving services. 

“Bilingualism is a fundamental ele¬ 
ment of this proposal.” 

The two associations will be looking 
at a range of options to increase col¬ 
laboration. 


Bin collection days to 
change for many homes 


Report by Jonny Drury 

HOUSEHOLDERS in Powys are 
being reminded that changes to 
bin collection days are due to 
come into force for many homes. 

Bin collection days for many house¬ 
holds in the county will change from 
Monday. 

A letter has been sent to the households 
affected and also provides a list of upcom¬ 
ing dates for non-recyclable waste. 

The changes are taking place after the 
council improved the waste and recycling 
collection rounds to make them more ef¬ 
ficient, and to help the council reduce the 
cost of providing these services to residents. 

Only the day of collection is changing 
with the council continuing to collect recy¬ 
cling and food waste on a weekly basis and 
non-recyclable waste every three weeks. 

Households will still need to put their 
waste and recycling out by at 7.30am on 
their collection day even if the day doesn’t 
change, as the time of collection is likely to 
be different to the previous rounds. 

Councillor Phyl Davies, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for waste and recycling, said: “Given 
the numerous service changes that have 
occurred since the existing rounds were 
rolled out, they are not as efficient as they 
could be. 

“A lot of work has been carried out to 
ensure that our new waste and recycling 
rounds are as efficient as they could be but 
this does mean that many households will 
see a change in their collection day.” 


Police flying the flag for diversity 



Assistant Chief Constable Claire Parmenter, Chief Constable Mark Collins 
and Deputy Chief Constable Darren Davies raise the flag 


DYFED-POWYS Police is flying 
the rainbow flag above some of 
its buildings in February in sup¬ 
port of Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender (LGB&T) history 
month. 

LGB&T History Month takes 
place every year in February and 
celebrates the lives and achieve¬ 
ments of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender people. 

The theme for 2018 is “Geog¬ 
raphy - Mapping the World” and 
Dyfed-Powys Police has LGB&T 
liaison officers working across 
the whole force area. 

They will work with victims of 
all crime not just hate crime and 
have received comprehensive 
training on matters of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. 

They are also trained to pro¬ 
vide effective support to LGB&T 
victims of crime, including hate 
crime, domestic abuse and sex¬ 
ual abuse. Assistant Chief Con¬ 
stable Claire Parmenter said: 
“In Dyfed-Powys Police we take 
crimes involving members of the 
LGB&T community extremely 
seriously. Flying the rainbow 
flag this month sends a clear 
message of support to our com¬ 
munities.” 


Chance for 
older drivers 
to refresh 
road skills 

MATURE drivers in the Mid Wales 
area are being given the opportunity 
to brush up on their road knowledge 
thanks to informal workshops organ¬ 
ised by the county council. 

Powys County Council’s Road 
Safety Unit will be holding its Driver 
Theory Refresher workshops on 
March 12 in Newtown and March 16 
in Welshpool. 

Aimed at drivers in the county aged 
65 years and over, the two-hour and 
classroom-based informal workshop 
will provide attendees a refresh of the 
Highway Code and driver licence re¬ 
quirements. 

It will also cover topics including 
night-time driving, medicine and al¬ 
cohol laws and personal safety behind 
the wheel. 

Attendees will also be provided with 
details of a practical one-hour driving 
assessment if wanted. 

Councillor Liam Fitzpatrick, cab¬ 
inet member for highways, said: 
“Ensuring that our roads are safe is 
hugely important for our county. 

“I would urge mature drivers across 
Powys to take advantage of this fan¬ 
tastic scheme.” 

The councillor added: “These free 
workshops are so important because 
they will refresh and update essential 
driving skills and could ultimately 
help save lives.” 

For more, or to book a place on this 
course, email road.safety@powys.gov. 
uk or call Bridget Farrington, area 
road safety officer (north) on (01686) 
611586 or Geoff Wilks, road safety 
project officer on 07973 944652. 


IS YOUR CONSERVATORY 
TOO HOT IN SUMMER AND 

TOO COLD IN THE WINTER? 


A Guardian™ Roof will literally transform your conservatory 
into a comfortable, practical all year round living space... 




The conservatory you've 
always dreamed of installed 
by quality tradespeople with 
over 20 years experience. 


windows, doors < 
conservatories ir 
uPVC, hardwood 
an d aluminium. 


HygEADow^fiEw 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 



Shrewsbury 
01743 368700 
Welshpool 
01938 556555 


BRONHAUL YARD, BROOK STREET, 
WELSHPOOL, POWYS SY21 7PH 

Web: www.meadowviewwindows.co.uk 


Reliable people to deliver 
This Chronicle Newspapers, 
Magazines and Leaflets. 

^ .. . 



If you are over 13 years of age 
and would like the opportunity 
to earn some extra money 
contact us with: 

YOUR NAME 
DATE OF BIRTH 
ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 



Call 01902 319990 or email: 
marie.darling@expressandstai'.co.uk 








































Firm wins 
award for 
clinic work 

A COMPANY has been praised after 
developing a high street community 
ultrasound clinic in a shopping cen¬ 
tre. 

Oswestry-based Physiological 
Measurements’ work in St Georges 
Shopping Centre, Gravesend, aims 
to relieve pressure from GP surgeries 
and hospitals. 

The firm received the Medilink 
West Midlands Outstanding Achieve¬ 
ment award for its clinic, which has 
the potential to run seven days a 
week. Physiological Measurements, 
since being awarded prime provider 
by NHS Dartford, Gravesham and 
Swanley Clinical Commissioning 
Group, has significantly reduced wait¬ 
ing times in hospitals from five to six 
weeks. Some 99 per cent of patients 
are now being offered an appointment 
in 20 days and 70 per cent of those 
being offered one in 10 days. The com¬ 
pany has celebrated growth in recent 
years, increasing the number of em¬ 
ployees by 20 per cent. 


Staff given defibrillator training 


TWELVE members of staff from Foot¬ 
steps Nursery in Oswestry have taken 
part in a potentially lifesaving course. 

The staff members, who are also 
well trained in paediatric first aid, 
with three also holding an enhanced 
first aid qualification, took part in an 
intensive seven hours of defibrillator 
training. The course was designed to 
show them how a defibrillator works, 
and how to use the defibrillator unit 
safely to perform successful CPR using 
a training dummy to ensure that they 
are prepared for a real life emergency. 

In addition to the training under¬ 
taken, Footsteps staff have also raised 
money over the last few months to buy 
a defibrillator for the nursery building 
to ensure that these facilities are read¬ 
ily available if needed. Lorna Rodgers, 
nursery manager, said: “This has 
been an excellent opportunity and a 
really worthwhile opportunity for the 
nursery practitioners to develop their 
first aid and CPR skills. The training 
course was well received by everyone 
involved and the new defibrillator 
has been a vital improvement to the 
already outstanding facilities we offer 
at Footsteps Oswestry.” 



Footsteps staff have taken part in a defibrillator training course to learn how to use the life-saving kit 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chip shop hopes 
get a battering 

PROPOSALS to create a chip shop 
inside a village store near Oswestry 
have been turned down by planners. 

Prospective new owners of The 
Knockin Shop in Knockin wanted 
permission to use part of the shop as 
a takeaway. 

The idea divided opinion, with some 
saying it would cause smells and litter 
and others saying it could ensure the 
future of the shop. 

Prizes are given 
out to snappers 

THE latest winners of an Oswestry 
Photographic Society dual competi¬ 
tion have been announced. 

Phillip Macey was announced as 
the winner for the architecture com¬ 
petition and John Hallard was the 
winner of the landscape competition. 

For information about the group 
search on Facebook or contact the 
group via celia.todd@btinternet.com. 


Students show off 
their beauty skills 



Sophie Evans, judge Cherida Lauriello and Imogen Humphreys 


Report by Jonny Drury 

BEAUTY therapy students at 
Oswestry’s North Shropshire 
College have been showing 
off their skills in a competi¬ 
tion. 

Level two students recently 
took part in a head to head com¬ 
petition in order to prepare for the 
upcoming UK Skills contest. 

The students were examined on 
their ability to demonstrate required 
skills in order to be chosen to repre¬ 
sent the college in the regional com¬ 
petition. 

The UK Skills event has been run¬ 
ning since 1990 to showcase excep¬ 
tional individual performance and how 
it affects the workplace. 

Cherida Lauriello, a former North 
Shropshire College beauty student 
who placed second in the regional heat 
for beauty therapy and first overall in 
the UK Skills final, came back to her 
roots to judge the competition and ex¬ 
amine the students’ work. 

After an intense competition, 
Cherida chose Imogen Humphreys 
and Sophie Evans to represent North 
Shropshire College in the beauty ther¬ 
apy regional heat. 

Sharon Cooper, curriculum man¬ 
ager of commercial services at North 
Shropshire College, said: “We were 
delighted that the competition was 
judged by Cherida. She is an inspira¬ 
tion to learners, excellently represent¬ 
ing the beauty therapy industry. I 
am looking forward to the UK Skills 
regional competition and entering the 
chosen learners in the beauty therapy 
industry category.” 

In addition to judging the competi¬ 
tion, Cherida was also on hand to talk 
to the learners about the expectations 
beauty therapy employers have from 
their employees. 

She was able to give outstanding ca¬ 


reer advice to the students, drawing on 
her experience of setting up her own 
business, Lauriello Lifestyle, which 
deals in non-surgical treatments from 
nails through to spray tanning and 
make-up, four years ago. 

For more information about Lauri¬ 
ello Lifestyle and the range of beauty 
treatments available from Cherida, 
people can search for Lauriello Life¬ 


style or search for @figureandface via 
Facebook. 

For more information about the 
college’s beauty therapy courses, or 
to apply now for courses starting in 
September, people can visit www.nsc. 
ac.uk or call (01691) 688080. 

People can find out about the col¬ 
lege’s upcoming open events by visit¬ 
ing nsc.ac.uk/help-and-support/events 


Spotlight goes on charity s work 


THE speaker at the next meeting of 
Disability Oswestry will be Tudor 
Humphreys, Macmillan Cancer Sup¬ 
port’s partnership manager for the 
West-West Midlands. 

The meeting takes place on Wednes¬ 
day next week. 

The meeting will be at 10.30am in 
Hope Church, Laburnum Drive. 

Penny Rice from Disability Oswestry 
said: “Almost half of us will get can¬ 
cer during our lives. 9,356 new cancer 


diagnoses are made in Shropshire and 
Staffordshire each year, with 4,417 
deaths. It is estimated that by 2030 
there will be about 89,700 people living 
with cancer in these areas. 

“Macmillan Cancer Care supports all 
of these people. It may help people and 
their families through their treatment, 
help with work or money worries, or 
explain how benefits can be obtained. 
They have also funded a Macmillan 
rarer cancer clinical nurse specialist at 
Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Trust. 


Tudor says that in 2017 in the local 
area - Herefordshire, Worcestershire, 
Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin - 
they invested around £2.7 million in 
new Macmillan cancer services as well 
as supporting their existing 130 Mac¬ 
millan professionals - nurses, thera¬ 
pists, doctors and support staff in their 
ongoing learning and development. 
Their ambition is to reach and improve 
the lives of everyone affected by cancer 
and to inspire millions of others to do 
the same.” 



*Offers live until 06.03.18. All products subject to availability. Please check your store in advance to avoid disappointment. Online delivery 
charges may apply. Persil Powercaps Bio 30 washes (£0.17 per 1 tab). Febreze Fabric Refresher Vanilla 375ml (£4 per 1L). Persil Powergems 
Colour 608g (£6.58 per 1kg). Comfort Perfume Deluxe Fabric Conditioner Lavish Blossom 870ml (£3.45 per 1L). 
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i2 Train firm is 
given award for 
its performance 


Value of goods stolen in burglaries in 
county top £11 million in last four years 


ARRIVA Trains Wales has been judged to 
be the most improved regional operator - 
and has scooped a Golden Whistle Award 
for its efforts. 

Representatives of the Wales and Bor¬ 
ders operator joined others from across the 
UK rail industry at an awards ceremony 
in London. The organisation picked up the 
award for a 3.2 per cent rise in improve¬ 
ments of on-time performance, which was 
the biggest improvement in the regional 
sector in the UK. Gregg Evans, head of 
performance for Arriva Trains Wales said: 
“It’s a fantastic achievement. This is a re¬ 
sult of us working extremely closely with 
our business partners at Network Rail and 
a real drive to make a difference for our 
customers. 

“Our performance really matters to our 
customers as it does to us, as the commu¬ 
nities in Wales and the Borders rely on us 
to provide a reliable service. Last year was 
certainly not without its challenges with 
Champions League, large scale infrastruc¬ 
ture enhancements and some very chal¬ 
lenging weather to say the least.” 

The award comes after the train operator 
was among a group of operators most crit¬ 
icised by passengers for poor performance. 

Figures showed only 79 per cent claimed 
to be satisfied with the overall service by 
the company. 

Funding given 
to walking and 
cycle schemes 

POWYS County Council has been awarded 
over £500,000 in funding to develop cycle 
and walking routes in the county. 

Among the projects to benefit will be the 
Montgomery Canal. 

The schemes, worth £570,000, will accel¬ 
erate delivery of a range of active travel im¬ 
provements linked to Welsh Government 
transport priorities in and support of the 
landmark Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013. 

Around 50 Active Travel and road safety 
schemes across Wales will receive a share 
of over £8m. 

In Newtown £192,000 will be spent, with 
a scheme on the Montgomery Canal costing 
£ 200 , 000 . 

Minister Ken Skates said: “We face 
major challenges in securing our nation’s 
physical and mental well-being, both now 
and for our future generations. Increas¬ 
ing opportunities to safely walk and cycle 
is a key commitment for the Welsh Gov¬ 
ernment and these schemes offer a very 
straightforward way of achieving multiple 
benefits. 

“They present a great opportunity to 
build physical activity into our everyday 
lives and bring with them associated health 
improvements, a reduction in motorised 
traffic and decreases in air pollution, car¬ 
bon emissions and congestion.” 

Speeding on the 
agenda at talks 

A POWYS County Council cabinet member 
has welcomed greater co-operation with 
the police after meeting with the region’s 
Police and Crime Commissioner. 

Cllr Liam Fitzpatrick met commissioner 
Dafydd Llywelyn to discuss speeding on 
roads across the county. 

“I’m pleased to say that I had an incred¬ 
ibly positive with Mr Llywelyn, in which 
we shared our serious concerns regarding 
speeding on our roads,” said Cllr Fitzpat¬ 
rick. 

“We also affirmed our commitment to 
working together for the whole of the 
county. 

“I have also met with the Chief Con¬ 
stable and traffic police officers from Dy- 
fed-Powys Police and I look forward to 
working with them throughout the county 
to tackle speeding and other highway-re¬ 
lated issued that affect everyone in the 
county. 

“One of our main concerns was motorcy¬ 
cle speeding and I was left very impressed 
with the recent track record of the police, 
who recently charged someone for speeding 
at 144mph on Brecon bypass. 

“I believe there are many ways we can 
work together on highways matters across 
the board and look forward to future meet¬ 
ings with the police.” 


BURGLARIES have cost Shropshire more 
than £11 million since 2014, new figures have 
revealed. 

Millions of pounds worth of valuables have 
been stolen in burglaries across the county in 
the past four years - in Oswestry alone the fig¬ 
ure was more than £600,000. 

Figures for the period between January 
2014 and October last year reveal the overall 
value of property stolen was £11,476,112. Of 
that, almost £4.5 million of goods was stolen 
from Telford and more than £1.7 million from 
Shrewsbury. 

The figures include property stolen, recov¬ 
ered or partially recovered in domestic and 
commercial burglaries and aggravated burgla¬ 
ries. 


Report by Tom Oakley 


They were released after a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act request to West Mercia Police. 

The force insisted it treated burglaries seri¬ 
ously and urged people to take steps to secure 
property. 

Deputy chief constable, Amanda Blakeman 
said: “We recognise that being the victim of a 
burglary can be incredibly traumatic for those 
who experience it and preventing these offences 
from occurring is extremely important to us. 

“We actively target those individuals who 
commit these offences by gathering intelligence 
opportunities and taking a proactive stance. We 
have patrol plans in place and we target patrols 


in areas where we have seen an increase, as 
well as continuing to work with our communi¬ 
ties on crime prevention initiatives.” 

The figures reveal there were £927,063 worth 
of property stolen in Bridgnorth, £811,417 in 
Shifnal, £663,627 in Whitchurch, £623,118 in 
Oswestry while in Ludlow it reached £622,263. 
Newport saw £524,803 worth of property sto¬ 
len as well as £424,654 in Market Drayton and 
£170,976 in Church Stretton. 

West Mercia Police said it does not have val¬ 
ues for items stolen from almost a third of the 
property burglaries since 2014. 

It comes after West Mercia Police saw a 55 
per cent increase in reports of domestic burgla¬ 
ries, according to figures released by the Office 
of National Statistics last month. 


Elsewhere in the county, other areas that 
were significantly hit included Craven Arms 
(£129,900), Ellesmere (£117,084), Broseley 
(£114,461), Much Wenlock (£105,738), Bishops 
Castle (£40,435) and Bucknell (£30,305). 

Ms Blakeman added: “We would always 
encourage the public to help us by improving 
protection of their homes, letting us know who 
is committing crime and reporting suspicious 
activity. 

“As can be seen from the figures provided 
high value items, such as cars, are sometimes 
targeted. 

“We suggest using a door bell camera, in¬ 
ternal camera or monitored burglar alarm, or 
installing ‘dusk to dawn’ external lighting and 
timer switches.” 


Number of bus services cut 
by a quarter in four years 

Report by Sue Austin 

THE number of buses on roads 
across Shropshire has dropped by 
more than almost a quarter in the 
past four years, new figures have 
revealed. 

The county is the third worst in Eng¬ 
land for the loss of bus routes, with rising 
car use and cuts to public funding blamed. 

Mid Wales has also seen a drop in bus num¬ 
bers, however it appears that Telford and Wre- 
kin has not been so badly affected. 

An investigation has revealed that 134 mil¬ 
lion miles of coverage has been lost in the UK 
since 2013/14. 

Chris Todd, of the Campaign for Better 
Transport, said: “We live in a society that is 
quite prepared to completely abandon certain 
groups of people and leave them with no op¬ 
tions of getting around.” 

Communities around the UK say the shrink¬ 
ing bus network is leaving people unable to 
reach basic services such as shops and GP sur¬ 
geries. 

Moved 

In Ditton Priors, villagers say some elderly 
residents have moved after their regular service 
was lost in 2012. 

Some cut-off communities have set up their 
own replacement bus services. 

Oswestry has had its own Dial-a-ride service, 
with volunteer drivers, for many years and now 
other areas are following suit. 

But analysis of official statistics by the BBC 
Shared Data Unit found the UK’s bus network 
has shrunk by eight per cent in the last decade. 

John Disney, a transport researcher and 
lecturer at Nottingham Business School, said: 

“Commercial operators have definitely, over 
the last 10 years, become much more risk- 
averse and so they are really concentrating on 
what they consider to be their core routes and 
are not really bothered about much else.” 

The trade body for operators, the Confeder¬ 
ation of Passenger Transport, denied the claim 
that companies were becoming risk-averse. 

A spokeswoman said: “Where routes become 
unviable, sound business decisions need to be 
taken and there are many examples of oper¬ 
ators continuing to operate lightly used and 
uneconomic services, or developing innovative 
ways of meeting passengers’ needs.” London, 
the East of England and the South East, on the 
other hand, were the only English regions to 
see bus mileage increase over the past decade. 



Lambing season in full flow at tourist attraction 



Families from far and wide have been 


WITH the lambing season in full swing fami¬ 
lies and children have been flocking to a North 
Shropshire tourist attraction to get a glimpse 
of the action. 

Farmers across the region have been work¬ 
ing hard preparing for this time of the year. 
However, the staff at Park Hall Countryside 


flocking to Park Hall Countryside Experience 

Experience near Oswestry have being doing 
things a little bit differently. 

Staff have been busy lambing and opening 
up the sessions to the public for a “Lambing 
Live” event. 

The Lambing Live events began on February 
10 and are running until Sunday, with children 


near Oswestry to see the new lambs 

and their parents able to get up close to see 
the lambing unfold. Staff at the farm have been 
logging the amount of lambs born on each day, 
and posting videos on social media of the new 
lambs being born. 

The farm has also been running competi¬ 
tions for people to win tickets to the events. 


ANIMALS which struggle to survive after 
breathing in smoke in Shropshire house fires 
now have a much better chance of survival af¬ 
ter a successful campaign to stock all county 
fire engines with pet sized oxygen masks. 

Two Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service 
employees who helped to support a fundrais¬ 
ing campaign backed by the public have been 
praised for their efforts. 

Watch Manager Martin Huckle and support 
officer Emily Hodson, who work at Shrewsbury 
fire HQ, received an award from Deputy Chief 


Fire Officer Dave Myers for their “innovative 
thinking” and charitable work in aid of the 
campaign which touched the hearts of Shrop¬ 
shire people. 

Martin helped to co-ordinate the campaign 
after being contacted by Hectors Greyhound 
Rescue, of Gobowen, near Oswestry, which 
held a charity walk to buy the first two mini 
oxygen masks specifically designed for cats, 
dogs and smaller animals. 

Since the campaign was launched less than 
two yeas ago, a total of 28 masks costing £90 


each have now been placed on all Shropshire’s 
fire appliances, paid for from donations. 

Emily, who joined Shropshire Fire and Res¬ 
cue Service as an apprentice, who lives in Tel¬ 
ford, was praised for organising a bring your 
pet to work day to raise money for three chari¬ 
ties, including the Smoky Paws national char¬ 
ity which provides the pet masks. 

Telford firefighter Louise Fletcher also raised 
funds to pay for five pet oxygen masks which 
were among the first to go onto fire appliances. 

Firefighters have used them to revive cats in 


house fires in Ellesmere and Shrewsbury, and 
sheep and spring lambs in Whitchurch. 

Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is one of 
the first brigades in the UK to have the masks 
on all fire appliances. 

Martin, who regularly gets calls from other 
brigades for advice on the pet oxygen masks, 
said: “We’ve used them three times in the past 
18 months.” 

He added: “Small animals inhale smoke four 
times faster than we do and can collapse very 
quickly.” 



















Father: I would never go back 
to Tunisia after terror attack 



Oswestry electrician Daniel Edwards with his wife Vicky and son Reuben 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Alert is given over 
the theft of tools 

THEFTS of tools and building equip¬ 
ment is continuing in the Oswestry 
area, police have said. 

Three incidents in the Oswestry 
area recently are being investigated 
by West Mercia Police. 

Between February 3-5 a property 
under renovation in Salop Road, 
Oswestry, was broken into and power 
tools including various saws were 
stolen. A Makita DAB radio was also 
taken. 

A contractor’s van in Weston Close, 
Morda, was targeted between 8.30- 
10.30am on February 6 and power 
tools stolen. Police are also investi¬ 
gating the theft of four large gas can¬ 
isters which were stolen from a field 
adjacent to a property off Holyhead 
Road, West Felton, between 11.30am 
and 12.30pm on February 1. 

Anyone with information should 
call West Mercia Police on 101. 

Rotary club gives 
out cash to groups 

A ROTARY club has handed out 
cheques to local charities and organ¬ 
isations from its Santa street collec¬ 
tion before Christmas. 

Money from the initiative was 
handed over to the Midlands Air Am¬ 
bulance, Men in Sheds, Home Start 
and Movement Centre charities by 
the Cambrian Rotary Club based in 
Oswestry. 

President Ian Slipper said: “This 
was our first year on this project 
which included many months on ac¬ 
tually building a new manageable size 
sleigh. 

“We learned a lot but it is very 
demanding on our members and we 
must rely on other organisations to 
help us on the street collections. That 
said and despite the snow, we col¬ 
lected just over £3,000 before Christ¬ 
mas so thank you to the residents of 
Oswestry.” 


A FATHER who was caught 
up in a terror attack in Tu¬ 
nisia has insisted he would 
not return to the country 
as Thomas Cook resumed 
flights. 

British holidaymakers were 
flown out to Tunisia last week for 
the first time since 38 people were 
slaughtered by an IS-inspired 
gunman in 2015. 

A separate attack in the country’s 
capital Tunis saw solicitor Sally Adey, 
of Caynton, near Shifnal, shot dead in 
the Bardo museum in March 2015. 

But Daniel Edwards, 31, from 
Pant, near Oswestry, said he is not 
convinced the country is safe enough 
and he would not wish to risk his fam¬ 
ily’s safety. The electrician and his 
wife Vicky, 27, along with their five- 
year-old son Reuben, were staying 
just five minutes away from where 
Kalashnikov-wielding student Seifed- 
dine Rezgui targeted western tourists 
on the beach in Sousse. 

He said: “I would never go back per¬ 
sonally as I would be worried about 
the safety of my family. 

“We still have bad memories about 
the holiday and what happened just 
feet away from us to those poor people 
who were murdered. 

“I do hope that it is safe for people 
though and that people return be¬ 
cause tourism is the main source of 
income over there.” 

Suzy Evans, from Wednesbury, 
who lost her son Joel, brother Adrian 
Evans and father Patrick Evans in the 
attack, said she was “surprised” the 
airline had re-started flights to the 
north African nation when the terror 
threat was still considered to be high 
and urged tourists to get as much in¬ 
formation as possible before heading 


there. Three planes, each carrying 220 
passengers, flew to Enfidha last week 
after the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office eased its travel advice. 

The FCO had advised against all 
but essential visits following the beach 
and hotel attack in Sousse. 

Terrified holidaymakers fled for 
their lives as Seifeddine Rezgui fired 
indiscriminately on the beach and fol¬ 
lowed into the hotel. Thirty Britons 


were killed, including talented foot¬ 
ball referee Joel, 19, his grandfather 
Patrick, 78, and uncle Adrian, 44, a 
Sandwell Council worker from Bil- 
ston. The hotel where the three family 
members were killed re-opened with a 
new name last year. 

Despite assurances hotel security 
has been tightened, Miss Evans said 
she feels uncomfortable with the 
idea of tourists heading back to the 


beaches. She said: “I just hope people 
are going to read all the facts about 
the country. 

“At the end of the day, people make 
their own decisions on whether they 
feel safe going on holiday but they just 
need to be aware of the full facts. 

“At the moment, Tunisia is still in 
a state of emergency and the Foreign 
Office also says terrorists are very 
likely to carry out a terrorist attack.” 


Students are 13 
given cash 
aid by Welsh 
Government 

MID Wales students looking at going 
to university have been handed a fi¬ 
nancial boost by the Welsh Govern¬ 
ment. 

The government has announced 
that funding will be available towards 
students’ living costs, funding which 
will be the first of its kind in the UK. 

The new student finance package 
is the most generous in the UK and 
is designed to give more help towards 
living costs by providing the equiv¬ 
alent to the National Living Wage 
through a mix of non-repayable 
grants and loans. 

A key element of the new student 
finance package is that it offers a 
stronger package of support for stu¬ 
dents who want to study part-time, 
ensuring that undergraduate full¬ 
time and part-time students have the 
same opportunities. 

Wales will be the first county in 
Europe to provide equivalent living 
costs support - in grants and loans 
- to full-time and part-time under¬ 
graduates, as well as post-graduates. 
Education Secretary Kirsty Williams 
said: “Money is clearly a very impor¬ 
tant factor when deciding when to go 
to university, and for those who are 
already studying, money is found to 
be a major cause for stress. 

“With this in mind, we have de¬ 
signed a new package of support to 
alleviate these concerns that both 
parents and students share. 

“This will allow students to focus 
on their studies without having to 
worry about how they are going to af¬ 
ford their day-to-day living costs. 

“The support that Welsh students, 
studying anywhere in the UK, can 
apply for is now equivalent to the 
National Living Wage. Living costs 
must not be a barrier to going to uni¬ 
versity.” 


Ellesmere 

Co-ed 7-18 Day and Boarding 


Lower School Open Morning 
Saturday 17th March 
I0am-I2noon 

Where pupils are challenged to be 
the very best they can be. 





To book you place please contact: 


Kegistrar(a;eiiesmere.com 


For further details please contact: 

Ellesmere College, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9AB 

www.ellesmere.com Tel: 01691 622 321 


@ellesmerecoll 


I /EllesmereColl 



Great value on 
the individual 



Commercial Feature 


ELLESMERE College is a vi- 
brant and forward-looking 
day and boarding school. 

Ellesmere offers excellent op¬ 
portunities to both boys and girls 
aged 7 to 18 years by creating the 
platform to achieve success in 
both the pupils’ academic studies 
and also in a wide ranging co-cur- 
ricular activities programme 
which encompasses; music, sport, 
drama, leadership and global en¬ 
gagement projects. 

Standing in its own stunning 
grounds covering more than 50 hec¬ 
tares, recent developments include an 
award winning four court acrylic in¬ 
door tennis facility and a £1.3m sports 
hall, which complement a gymnasium 
and fitness centre, two squash courts, 
six all-weather floodlit tennis courts, 
an all-weather hockey pitch, a 25- 
metre heated indoor swimming pool 
and a nine-hole golf course. 

At Ellesmere, students are pre¬ 
pared successfully for their GCSE and 
IGCSEs, A-levels, BTEC and Interna¬ 
tional Baccalaureate, all in an inspir¬ 
ing environment, which challenges 
and encourages independent thinking. 

Students regularly use the plat¬ 
form Ellesmere gives them to become 
Oxbridge candidates and to achieve 
places in a wide range of Russell group 
Universities. With excellence in EtJ 
and USA scholarship routes, Elles¬ 
mere students explore opportunities 
that many thought impossible before 
starting at the school. 

Ellesmere’s aspirations for its pupils 
are higher than simply passing exam¬ 


inations - however vital examination 
success is - but the value of develop¬ 
ing the whole person is fundamental 
in the school’s philosophy. 

An Ellesmere education is a prepa¬ 


ration for living adult life successfully, 
considerately and with a sense of per¬ 
sonal fulfillment. The school places 
great value upon the individual. 
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Man leaves £5,000 to orthopaedic hospital 
as thanks for the care his stepson received 


“Severn Trent 
keeping water 
payments low 

SEVERN Trent customers in Shropshire 
will enjoy the lowest average combined 
bills in Britain for the eighth year in a row. 

The company, which has also reduced 
sewer flooding by half in the past year, has 
confirmed that its bills for the coming 12 
months will continue to be less than £1 
a day, at a time when it is also investing 
billions of pounds in its water and waste 
network. 

The 3.3 per cent rise in the bill for clean 
and waste water services, agreed after ne¬ 
gotiations with Ofwat, will mean an aver¬ 
age of £348 for the 4.3 million customers 
served by the water company. Nationally 
the average combined bill is £405. 

Chief executive Liv Garfield, said: 
“We’re delighted that our customers will 
continue to enjoy the lowest average bills 
in the land, especially at a time when we 
know things are hard for some people. 
That’s why it’s so lovely that, alongside our 
service improvements, we’ve also beaten 
our target of helping 50,000 of our vulner¬ 
able customers with their bills.” 

As well as reducing sewer flooding, the 
company has also seen a 12 per cent reduc¬ 
tion in water quality complaints, and has 
invested £324m across the region in the 
last six months. It is now also self-gener¬ 
ating the equivalent of 38 per cent of the 
energy it uses. 

Broadband 
improvements 
‘on the way’ 

A WELSH minister has insisted people in 
Mid Wales who were promised superfast 
broadband last year may get some comfort 
in a new scheme. 

Julie James has said a new roll out pro¬ 
gramme targeting 98,000 premises not con¬ 
nected under the former Superfast Cymru 
project is to be launched. 

Contractors for Openreach failed to com¬ 
plete the promised work in Wales by De¬ 
cember, with research showing Wales had 
21 out of the 50 UK council wards with the 
lowest broadband speeds. Ofcom data an¬ 
alysed by the House of Commons library 
found that communities in Wales had an 
average broadband speed of 35.4Mbps com¬ 
pared to a UK average of 44.6Mbps. 

Ceredigion and Montgomeryshire were 
among the 10 constituencies with the low¬ 
est access to 10Mbps broadband. In 2013, 
Openreach was hired to extend the reach 
of superfast broadband to 96 per cent of 
premises in Wales under a contract with 
funding from Europe and the Welsh and 
UK governments. 

Ms James accepted many people had 
been left in a frustrating situation, but the 
new project will resolve things. She said: 
“I intend to carry out a procurement exer¬ 
cise shortly, with a view to the new project 
starting in spring this year.” 

Store is backing 
charity’s work 

A FURNITURE store has thrown its sup¬ 
port behind The Rural Charity. 

Formed as an offshoot of the Shropshire 
and West Midlands Agricultural Society, 
The Rural Charity aims to raise funds and 
donate grants to individuals, groups and 
organisations who share an interest in ag¬ 
riculture and the rural economy of Shrop¬ 
shire. 

Alan Ward is donating furniture to The 
Rural Charity, which will then be sold on 
through the charity’s shops. The Rural 
Charity has five shops located in Oswestry, 
Church Stretton, Shrewsbury and two in 
Wem, with plans to open a sixth shop later 
this year in Whitchurch. 

Ian Bebbington, director, said: “We’re 
really grateful that a company of Alan 
Ward’s reputation and standing has come 
on board with us. The money we raise 
allow us to support a wide variety of peo¬ 
ple and organisations, such as the young 
farmer who went to Canada so she could 
learn about farmer techniques over there.” 

Carl Johnson, managing director of Alan 
Ward said: “Alan Ward is a family-owned 
business with strong links to the county. 
We have always had an ethos of giving back 
to the community and The Rural Charity 
does fantastic work, so I’m really proud to 
associate Alan Ward with the charity.” 


A MAN has left £5,000 to Oswestry Orthopae¬ 
dic Hospital as a thank-you for the treatment 
his stepson received as a child - almost 50 years 
ago. 

Mike Goode was just 13 when he was told he 
may never walk again because of a hip injury he 
suffered in an accident while playing. 

His family heard about the then pioneering 
new surgery being offered at the orthopaedic 
hospital. 

The treatment saw his mobility gradually 
improve and within months he was able to get 
back on his feet. 

His stepfather, James Hutson, who died in 
September, left the £5,000 to the hospital in 
his will. 


Report by Sue Austin 


THEY were once familiar birds of 
Shropshire farmlands, lapwings, 
wheeling through the skies with 
their plaintive “peewit” cry. 

But the populations of both lapwings 
and curlews have plummeted in recent 
years and charities have launched a cam¬ 
paign to find out why. 

A new community wildlife group is being 
launched in Oswestry to study both birds lo¬ 
cally as part of a campaign led by Shropshire 
Wildlife Trust and Shropshire Ornithological 
Society. 

It is looking for volunteers to take part in 
the project. Claire Backshall, one of those in¬ 
volved, said the project aims to establish where 
they can still be found, and then to work with 
landowners and farmers to attempt to reverse 
the decline. The proposed study area extends 
from Oswestry in the north to Kinnerley in the 
south, and eastwards from Nantmawr to Ruy- 
ton-XI-Towns. 

Blamed 

The curlew has seen a 46 per cent drop in 
numbers in Britain since the 1990s, a figure 
blamed on a change in farming practices, cli¬ 
mate change and an increase in predators. 

“This is one of the few remaining curlew hot¬ 
spots in Shropshire. 

“It is a large area and the community wildlife 
group is looking to recruit at least 30 helpers 
and reach as many local people as possible,” 
Claire said. 

“We would like help in not only carrying out 
the survey but also in cultivating interest in our 
remaining lapwings and curlews.” 

The study was revealed following the release 
of figures that showed that crow and jackdaws 
were the most-seen birds during an event at a 
nature centre. 

Volunteers took an hour out as part of the 
national RSPB survey, observing birds at the 
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre. The full 
Shropshire and UK survey will be released next 
month. The Oswestry study group will hold a 
launch meeting at 7.30pm on March 7 at Morda 
Social Club, near Oswestry. 

Claire said: “It is open to anyone who would 
like to know more about these wonderful birds 
and what can be done to help them. You don’t 
need to be an expert birdwatcher to take part, 
everyone’s welcome.” Anyone interested can 
also contact (01691) 830691 or email Claire at 
c_backshall@hotmail.com 


“I AM going to buy a light sabre, a real one,” 
seven-year-old Tyler Evans said. 

The pupil at St Martins School near Oswestry 
was one of more than 50 who signed up on the 
first day of the school’s new savings club. 

Supported by FAIRshare Credit Union, the 
School Saver Club project helps pupils learn 
how to save and manage money. Pupils from 
Years 5 and 6 will run the weekly club, sup¬ 
ported by school staff and volunteers. 

It is open to all nursery and primary-aged 
children at the school who are able to deposit as 


Report by Sue Austin 


Owen, visited the hospital to personally hand 
over the cheque to Bev Tabernacle, the hospi¬ 
tal’s director of nursing and deputy chief ex¬ 
ecutive. 

Tour 

They were given a tour of the hospital, shown 
the £15.1 million theatre and oncology building 
and heard about the projects that have taken 
place in recent months as a result of funds do¬ 
nated to the hospital’s charity. 

Mrs Owen, from Warrington, said: “It was 
good to actually come into the hospital our¬ 
selves to find out about the great work that’s 


THE thought of walking or boating over an aq¬ 
ueduct towering hundreds of feet over a valley 
fills many with dread. 

So when about 40 people took to Stand Up 
Paddleboards (SUP) to cross the Chirk Aque¬ 
duct near Oswestry they drew a great deal of 
attention from the public. 

The expedition saw the SUP owners paddle 
part of the Llangollen Canal, a World Heritage 
Site, including the aqueduct and the ‘Darkie’ 
tunnel at Chirk Bank. 

The expedition was organised by instructor 
Alex Thornhill. 


little or as much as they want to. Tyler’s mum, 
Julie Herbert, said it was an excellent idea. “I 
wish we had had something like this when I 
was at school, I might have been better at sav¬ 
ing now,” she said. Tyler said: “I am going to 
put my birthday money in and save up.” 

Isaac Edge, 11, is one of those managing the 
club and is also saving himself. “I will spend 
some of my money but save some as well,” he 
said. 

It is the third School Saver Club launched in 
the area, following Gobowen and Weston Rhyn. 


done here, and to also get a bit of an idea of 
the types of projects the money James has left 
will go on. 

“We promised James we would come in per¬ 
sonally to present the cheque to the hospital 
and that’s what we’ve done. 

“James wanted to leave some money here be¬ 
cause of what they did for Mike all those years 
ago and the difference it’s made to the lives of 
the family.” 

Mr Goode, 59, from Sandbach, said it had 
been interesting to come back and see just how 
much the hospital had changed since he was a 
patient. “To this day I’m grateful for what the 
hospital did for me, so it’s nice it’s come round 
almost full circle really,” he said. 

“I think I was the 13th person to have the 


Based on the Wirral, Mr Thornhill said he 
chose the Shropshire border because of the 
beauty of the area and the spectacular aque¬ 
duct. 

“Over Christmas myself and a group of 12 
friends had an SUP outing to Lancaster and 
had such a good time that I decided why not see 
if other like-minded people wanted to join us in 
a different trip,” he said. 

“We had people travel to Chirk from as far 
as Kent, Cambridge and Birmingham. It was 
a great day. 

“We asked people to make sure they had 


“The children have already raised about 
£6,000 at Gobowen,” Nick Heard chairman 
from Three Parishes Big Local said. 

“When we consulted about using the big lot¬ 
tery money a lot of people told us they would 
have liked to have learned more about saving 
and managing money when they were young. 

“We are immensely proud that all of our 
three schools are now running a school sav¬ 
ings club. We know that this will help to teach 
young people about managing money and get¬ 
ting into the habit of saving.” The school clubs 


surgery that was performed on me all those 
years ago, which signals how ahead of its time 
the hospital has always been.” 

Bev Tabernacle added: “Mr Hutson’s legacy 
donation is an extremely generous one and one 
that will make a real difference to our patients 
and staff. 

“Just some examples of recent expenditure 
from charitable funds includes money towards 
our new theatre and oncology building, small 
comforts for our patients on the children’s ward 
and Midland Centre for Spinal Injuries such as 
birthday and Christmas presents, craft materi¬ 
als, toys and DVDs, a refurbishment of our care 
of the elderly ward, including painting different 
areas in those colours to which patients with 
dementia best respond to, and much more.” 


head torches for the tunnel. But some of them 
put lights all around their boards and one even 
brought a disco ball with him. 

“The aqueduct was incredible. Because it has 
the viaduct next to it you get an idea of what 
you are crossing and how high up it is.” 

Mr Thornhill said paddleboarding had really 
taken off since inflatables had been introduced. 

“You can roll them up and put them in the 
car - and even in a suitcase to go on the plane,” 
he said. 

“Paddleboarding is so good for fitness, you 
have to have a good core.” 


are part of a wider Three Parishes Big Local in¬ 
itiative to increase local awareness, and use of, 
credit unions. Funding comes from the Three 
Parishes Big Local Partnership as part of its 
10-year, £lmillion, Big Lottery programme in¬ 
vesting in the villages of Gobowen, St Martins 
and Weston Rhyn. 

Andrea Broady from FAIRshare said: “We 
are really pleased with the School Saver Clubs. 
They are a great opportunity to work with 
children and help the understand the value of 
saving.” 


Mr Goode and Mr Hutson’s sister, Brenda 

New community wildlife 
group launches bird study 


Paddleboarders take on landmark aqueduct 



Crossing the aqueduct was Carri Westgarth who joined 40 others taking on the Stand Up Paddleboards challenge on the Llangollen Canal 


Pupils save up some bright ideas for their money 




















Ashwood in Oswestry 


AshWood 


Ashwood apartments and bungalows - the perfect 
lifestyle choice for those embracing retirement. 



Exclusively designed, stylish homes with support on your doorstep, 
equipped to meet your changing needs. 


Ashwood, Upper Ash Road, Oswestry, SY111PQ 


Our Ashwood ShireLiving development offers: 


• Privacy and independence with company and support when you need it 

• One and two bedroom apartments or bungalows available, comprising lounge, 
kitchen/diner and fully accessible walk-in shower rooms 

• Emergency alarms and state-of-the-art security systems fitted for your peace of mind 

• Residents’ lounge, restaurant, laundry facilities and landscaped gardens 

• Personal care packages tailored to your needs 

• 24/7 on-site staff 

• Free access to money advice and support 

www.shireliving.co.uk 0800 0232244 info@shireliving.co.uk 


Live the life you choose 


ShireLiving is a partnership between The Wrekin Housing Trust and Choices Housing.The registered office address is Colliers Way, Old Parkjelford, 
Shropshire, TF3 4AW. Images and photographs are for illustrative purposes only. 
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Rise in recorded crime provides an accurate 
picture of offending rates, says police chief 


Partnership will 
be extended in 
new agreement 

A SAFETY partnership between a police 
force, a local authority and a host of other 
organisations is set to be extended. 

The Powys Community Safety Part¬ 
nership includes Powys County Council, 
Dyfed-Powys Police, the Youth Justice 
Service, Mid & West Wales Fire and Res¬ 
cue Service, Powys Teaching Health Board, 
and the National Probation Service and 
Community Rehabilitation Company 

Following consultation, the partnership 
members agreed to extend the terms of 
reference. 

The new CSP response in the event of 
a serious, critical or major incident will 
seek to supplement existing arrangements, 
plans and command structures and will 
enable any partner member of the CSP to 
call an extraordinary meeting for the sole 
purpose of supporting the partnership re¬ 
sponse. 

Rhiannon Ivens, strategic partnerships 
chief inspector and CSP chair, said: “I am 
proud of the CSP for taking this step for¬ 
ward.” 

The officer added: “For a significant 
period now there have been very clear op¬ 
erational protocols in place for the manage¬ 
ment of critical and major incidents and 
now I believe we can bring even more in 
partnership with others to support affected 
communities.” 

Health screen 
work passes 
quality test 

A HEALTH screening service provided 
by the trust which runs Shropshire’s two 
main hospitals has passed its first ever 
Quality Assurance with flying colours. 

The abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) 
screening programme for Shropshire and 
Telford and Wrekin is based at the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital. 

Staff from Public Health England car¬ 
ried out the Quality Assurance of the 
screening service. 

They found it to be “well organised” and 
“patient centred” with all key performance 
indicators being met. 

An AAA is a swelling in the aorta - the 
main blood vessel that runs from the heart 
down through the chest - and can be dan¬ 
gerous if not detected early enough. 

It can get bigger over time and could 
burst, causing life-threatening bleeding. 

Men aged over 65 are at the most risk 
of AAAs, which is why they are invited to 
screening. 

Jessica Smith, Shrewsbury and Telford 
Hospital NHS Trust’s AAA programme 
co-ordinator, said: “We are absolutely de¬ 
lighted with the findings which show that 
we are running a very high quality service. 

“This is the first Quality Assurance visit 
that we have had in the five years that we 
have been running. ” 

Measles jab plea 
issued to parents 

SHROPSHIRE Council’s health chief is 
encouraging parents to make sure their 
children have the measles vaccine, as it 
emerged there have been 32 confirmed cas¬ 
es of the infection in the West Midlands. 

More than 120 cases of measles have now 
been confirmed in outbreaks affecting five 
areas of England. 

Lee Chapman, Shropshire Council’s cab¬ 
inet member for health, adult social care 
and housing, said about 95 per cent of chil¬ 
dren in the county have been immunised 
against measles, mumps and rubella, but 
there are still children at risk. 

Public Health England said the current 
cases are linked to “ongoing large out¬ 
breaks” in Europe. 

Mr Chapman said Shropshire Council’s 
public health team continues to promote 
immunisation and would encourage all par¬ 
ents to have their children fully protected. 

He said: “Measles is a very serious illness 
and children who have not been immunised 
are at great risk of becoming seriously ill. 

“Whilst around 95 per cent of children in 
Shropshire have been immunised against 
measles, mumps and rubella, we still have 
children in our community who are at risk 
of contracting this serious illness. I recom¬ 
mend that the parents of these unprotected 
children visit their GP surgery.” 


A TOP ranking police officer for Mid Wales 
says that the region’s 13 per cent increase in 
recorded crime figures gives a more accurate 
picture of offending in the region that is among 
the safest to live. 

Office of National Statistic figures for the 
year up to September 2017 show that Dy¬ 
fed-Powys Police logged 25,067 crimes, up from 
21,942 in 2016. 

There were 8,665 violent crimes causing inju¬ 
ries in 2017 compared to 6,509 previously and 
1,073 sex offences up 99 from 974. 

However, the force handled just one murder 
case compared to a total of eight in 2016. 

The force’s Temporary Assistant Chief Con¬ 
stable Claire Parmenter said: “The ONS figures 
show that police recorded crime has risen by 


Report by Sue Austin 


DEVELOPERS say a £9.3 million 
grant from government for road 
improvements will open the way 
for hundreds of new homes on the 
edge of Oswestry. 

The housing infrastructure fund grant 
was welcomed by planning consultants 
acting for a company that wants to build 
around 550 new homes close to the town’s 
bypass. 

It said it hopes a planning application that 
has been held up by Highways England con¬ 
cerns over traffic can now go before Shropshire 
councillors within weeks. The multi-million 
pound grant will improve two roundabouts and 
build a third. 

The money will go to improve Mile End 
roundabout and the Whittington roundabout 
and to build a new roundabout on Shrewsbury 
Road. 

J Ross Developments submitted a planning 
application to build hundreds of homes on land 
off Shrewsbury Road in January 2017. No deci¬ 
sion has been made on the proposal more than 
a year later. Consultants, Lambert, Smith, 
Hampton, say the government grant should an¬ 
swer questions that have been posed by High¬ 
ways England. 

Submission 

Paul Shuker, a director of Lambert, Smith, 
Hampton, said the hold-up had been due to con¬ 
cerns about the effect of traffic on the A5/A483 
Oswestry bypass. 

He said: “The money spent on improvements 
to the Mile End Roundabout over the past five 
or so years was not sufficient. 

“The government HIF grant will however 
address those concerns. Given the length of 
time that this application has taken to be de¬ 
termined with little objection beyond the dis¬ 
cussions with Highways England we argue that 
the proposal represents sustainable develop¬ 
ment and as such should be approved without 
delay.” The land is part of the proposed sustain¬ 
able urban development for Oswestry, part of 
Shropshire Council’s Samdev, the blueprint for 
future housebuilding. A masterplan submitted 
for the JR Developments area has the houses 
centred around a central green with pedestrian 
and vehicle links to the town centre and to the 
nearby leisure centre and industrial estate. It 
also allows access to enable a bridge to be built 
across the bypass to Oswestry’s proposed Inno¬ 
vation Park. 


NON police officers will be trained to become 
inspectors under a new scheme in Mid Wales. 

For the first time, Dyfed-Powys Police is re¬ 
cruiting direct entry officers which it says will 
bring new talent, perspective and experience 
into the organisation. 

The force is working in partnership with the 
College of Policing on the project. 

It will offer civilians the opportunity to enter 
a career in policing, without them having to 
work their way through the ranks from con¬ 
stable level. 


Report by Deborah Hardiman 

13 per cent. Here in Dyfed-Powys our crime in¬ 
crease reflects the national trend. 

“Historically, the CSEW figures and the po¬ 
lice recorded crime figures have shown dispar¬ 
ity. 

“This year, the CSEW figures have re¬ 
mained largely unchanged, but the police re¬ 
corded crime has increased, bringing us more 
closely aligned to the CSEW figures. Here in 
Dyfed-Powys we have introduced new crime 
recording practices which has meant we are 
better at more accurately reflecting the crime 
reported to us within our crime statistics, pro¬ 
viding a better service to our communities. 


A DRIVER escaped injury when an estate car 
hit a wall, blocking a main trunk road near 
Oswestry. 

The accident happened on the A483 on a nar¬ 
row section of the road just south of the town. 

Large queues of traffic built up on the main 
north/south road through Wales and traffic had 
to be diverted. 

The accident happened on Friday morning 
last week on the Sweeney Bends. 


Assistant Chief Constable Claire Parmenter, 
of Dyfed-Powys Police, said it was looking to 
recruit two inspectors and one superintendent. 

They will receive up to two years training, 
including coaching and mentoring, to equip 
them with the skills and knowledge of policing 
required to inspire confidence in officers, staff 
and the public. 

She said: “If you have proven leadership and 
management skills and want a new, challeng¬ 
ing and rewarding career, then this is your 
chance to help make an impact on policing, the 


“While we acknowledge there has been an 
increase in recorded incidents, it is important 
to exercise some caution when viewing crime 
figures in percentage terms when the incident 
numbers remain relatively low. 

“In some specific categories there have been 
changes to the types of crimes included in the 
figures. A good example of this is in regard to 
violent crimes, which have risen by 26 per cent, 
but now also encompass harassment type of¬ 
fences conducted over social media and other 
online spaces. This does reflect to an extent 
changes within society. Also house burglaries 
are showing an increase of 26 per cent, but 
these also now for the first time include garden 
sheds and garages, which were not previously 
included in this category. 


West Mercia Police said the driver was unin¬ 
jured and the road was reopened to traffic just 
after noon. 

In a separate incident, a driver freed himself 
from his car after crashing near Oswestry. 

Emergency services were called to Pant Glas 
at 6.30am on Wednesday morning last week to 
reports of a person trapped in a car. 

Three fire crews from Ellesmere and 
Oswestry attended but said the man had got- 


local community and wider society in a way 
you never thought possible, as well as gain real 
policing skills in a prestigious management ca¬ 
reer. 

“Direct Entry supports the National Polic¬ 
ing Vision and Leadership Review recommen¬ 
dations, calling for greater career flexibility in 
policing through better routes of entry, exit 
and re-entry. 

“We are committed to the continuing devel¬ 
opment of the organisation and adapting to the 
changing demands in today’s society. 


“Additionally, CSEW figures for Dyfed-Powys 
show that 73 per cent of our public think their 
police do a good or excellent job, which is the 
highest in the whole of the UK. We have a 
committed and dedicated workforce, and we 
will continue to strive to improve all aspects of 
the service we provide to those we serve. Dy¬ 
fed-Powys remains one of the safest places to 
live, work and visit.” 

The CSEW is a face-to-face survey of 35,000 
households in which people are asked about 
their experiences of crime while police-recorded 
figures are a simple count of offences logged by 
forces. An estimated 60 per cent of offences are 
never reported to authorities, so since 1981 a 
large-scale survey has been carried out to gauge 
people’s experience of crime. 


ten himself out of the car. He was given oxygen 
and seen by paramedics. 

Meanwhile, witnesses and information are 
being sought in connection with a burglary 
that occurred near Welshpool. 

The break-in occurred at the Lazy Leek cafe 
in the layby outside of Garthmyl on the A483 
towards Welshpool during the early hours of 
February 5. People can contact PC624 Evans 
at Newtown Police station. 


“The Direct Entry Programme aims to at¬ 
tract existing exceptional leaders into the police 
service from the widest range of both private 
and public sectors. 

“Much can be gained from bringing in new 
talent into policing as similar programmes in 
other professions have shown. We hope to at¬ 
tract successful individuals who will bring new 
skills, perspectives and a breadth of experience 
to Dyfed-Powys.” The deadline for Direct Entry 
applications is February 26. To apply visit 
www.leadbeyond.police.uk 


Government's grant 'the 
key to unlock housing land’ 


Delays for traffic on A483 after car hits wall 



The wrecked car and the damaged wall on the A483 near Oswestry. Photo: Oswestry Safer Neighbourhood Team. 


New route to inspector role is announced by force 























CONTROL YOUR HEATING WHATEVER THE WEATHER 




SLIMLINE & MODERN 

Over 200 colours & 60 sizes 



NO MESS, NO FUSS 

Typically fitted in one day 



ENERGY EFFICIENT 

Fully controllable by you 



KEEP YOUR TOES WARM & 
YOUR COSTS DOWN THIS WINTER 

Upgrade to our German Electric Heating and 
you could save money on your energy bills while 
keeping the whole family warm. 
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“Authority’s car 
parks could have 
charging points 


Assembly Member tells of the impressive 
efforts to have vital bypass ready on time 


ELECTRICAL charging points could soon 
be coming to Powys car parks. 

Plans to introduce electrical vehicle 
charging points in council-owned car parks 
have moved a step closer, Powys County 
Council has announced. 

The council’s cabinet last month ac¬ 
cepted the proposed capital strategy for 
2018-23, which included £200,000 for elec¬ 
tric charge points in council car parks. 

The capital strategy was due to be con¬ 
sidered by full council today (Thursday). 

Cllr Liam Fitzpatrick, cabinet member 
for highways, said: “Our highways service 
likes to be ahead of the game and that is 
why we have put forward a capital bid for 
£200,000 to place electrical charging points 
in our car parks. 

“Technology is reshaping the world and 
our county and we must adapt and change 
in advance of new technologies that will be 
with us shortly. 

“The country is seeing an increase in 
growth in electric vehicle ownership so it 
is important that we look to introduce this 
infrastructure in Powys now. 

“By providing an accessible network of 
electric vehicle charging points, we will be 
playing a key role in encouraging the up¬ 
take of electric vehicles, which will help 
improve air quality by reducing emissions 
from our roads.” 

Commitment of 
staff marked in 
awards scheme 

A CONSTRUCTION company based in a 
village near Oswestry has handed out a 
string of accolades to staff in recognition 
for their commitment and hard work. 

Knockin based Pave Aways made the 
awards at its annual party at The Venue at 
Park Hall that was attended by more than 
100 employees and their partners. 

The event normally takes place in De¬ 
cember but was postponed after heavy 
snow hit the county on the original date. 

Trainee carpenter Sam Wycherley was 
named apprentice of the year while em¬ 
ployee of the year went to trainee site man¬ 
ager Ant Hughes. 

Labourer Cliff Gibson scooped the title 
of colleague of the year that was voted for 
by employees. A special award made for 
the first time went to site manager Elwyn 
Preece. The Neil Holding Award was given 
to Mr Preece, in memory of Pave Aways’ 
former quality manager Mr Holding, who 
died in December after a battle with acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia. 

It recognised an employee who goes 
above and beyond in their role and was 
chosen by the firm’s directors. 

Pave Aways managing director Steven 
Owen said: “The annual party and awards 
gives us the opportunity to take time to 
publicly thank our workers.” 

High demand for 
properties to let 

PROPERTIES to let are in exceptionally 
high demand according to one of Shrop¬ 
shire’s leading agents. 

Head of lettings at Balfours, Charlotte 
George, said: “Last month we agreed lets 
on three properties before even advertis¬ 
ing them, such is demand. One property 
is a four bedroom detached property in 
Copthorne - let to a family known to us 
who are long term renters. 

“We had a similar situation with another 
family who are relocating to the area but 
missed out on another property so we were 
able to recommend a 5/6 bedroom house in 
Rednal, near Oswestry which they loved 
and are very much looking forward to mov¬ 
ing in to.” 

Charlotte said both landlords and ten¬ 
ants are thrilled with the result and it re¬ 
flects the advantages of using professional 
agents who know their applicants. 

She added: “It has been exceptionally 
busy for January and a trend which looks 
set to continue through February, suggest¬ 
ing that the spring letting market has come 
to life a little earlier than usual. 

“In recent years we have seen a more 
fluid market, where people may own their 
own property and not necessarily want to 
sell it, but need to move locations for work 
or family reasons.” 


A POLITICIAN is hopeful a new bypass in Mid 
Wales, which will make it easier for residents 
of Welshpool to get to South Wales, will be com¬ 
plete in 12 months. 

The work has been ongoing for well over a 
year-and-a-half, and with progress moving 
swiftly, AM Russell George paid a further visit 
to Newtown Bypass bosses recently. 

The date for completion of the work is in 12 
months time. 

However the Montgomeryshire politician 
is hopeful it will be wrapped up by the end of 
2018. 

He was also impressed by some eye-watering 
statistics on the bypass construction. 

He said: “The contractors, Alun Griffiths, 
have reported half a million million hours 


Report by Jonny Drury 


have already been devoted to the project and 
two-and-a-half million tonnes of soil and rock, 
enough to fill the Principality Stadium in Car¬ 
diff, will be used for landscaping the route of 
the bypass. 

“20,000 lorry loads of quarried stone will be 
used for the road, 5,000 lorry loads of tarmac 
will be laid, and over 20km of drainage pipes 
will be installed. 

“Over 3,000 tonnes of steel will be used in the 
bridges which is about half of the weight of the 
Eiffel Tower and 15,000m3 of concrete is re¬ 
quired for the bridges and underpasses, which 
equates to over 2,000 concrete trucks. 


“There are currently 250 people working di¬ 
rectly on the bypass, with all staff contribut¬ 
ing to the local economy through renting local 
accommodation, spending in local shops and 
restaurants. 

“I’m sure you will agree that these statistics 
demonstrate that the bypass is an incredible 
feat of engineering and an outstanding achieve¬ 
ment for all involved.” 

There were worries last month that the col¬ 
lapse of construction giant Carillion could pose 
a problem for the bypass. 

However. Mr George was assured no such 
problems would arise, and he is looking forward 
to seeing the impressive structures and bridges 
along the route take shape. 

The Assembly Member added: “I was also 


pleased to have gained assurances from the 
contractors that it will not be affected at all by 
the collapse of Carillion, Britain’s second larg¬ 
est construction firm, as it has absolutely no 
involvement in the scheme. 

“Two of the seven bridges and two of the four 
underpasses along the route have already been 
completed and Upper Dolfor Road has now 
been diverted over the new bridge to allow the 
contractors to excavate the rock from the cut¬ 
ting beneath it. 

“The remaining bridges are also taking 
shape. 

“The work on both Dolfor and Mochdre 
bridges were major operations and required 
some of the largest cranes available in the coun¬ 
try to carry out the work.” 


Consultation is launched 
over college merger plan 


Youngsters enjoy a taste of sixth form life 



A biology taster session was enjoyed by the youngsters during the sixth form event at The Marches School in Oswestry 


Report by Jonny Drury 


A PUBLIC consultation has been 
launched into a proposed college 
merger. 

After months of discussions and talks, 
Oswestry-based North Shropshire College 
has launched an official consultation doc¬ 
ument, as it proposes a merger with Her¬ 
efordshire and Ludlow College. 

The establishments will come together to 
form Herefordshire, Ludlow and North Shrop¬ 
shire College, and a consultation is now run¬ 
ning until March 16, for parents and students 
to have their say. In a joint statement in the 
document from the chair of governors of both 
colleges, Gillian Richards and Igor Andronov, 
both have outlined the merger will offer a bright 
future for all involved in both establishments. 
The statement said: “The new college will be 
able to thrive during the present challenging 
financial circumstances facing many colleges 
of further education - and build on much out¬ 
standing practice to ensure the very best educa¬ 
tion for every single student we serve. 

Imperative 

“We believe it is imperative that the com¬ 
munities in North Shropshire be served by the 
resilient, ambitious and successful college, and 
that this proposal will deliver a bright future 
for our learners, staff, employers and winder 
community.” 

The document outlines the benefits of the 
merger, and also the statistics surrounding 
the move. Oswestry’s college is considerably 
smaller than Herefordshire and Ludlow, with 
820 full time students compared to 2,150. Her¬ 
efordshire and Ludlow has more than 8,000 
part time students compared to 1,500 in North 
Shropshire and more than 8,000 more students 
in total. 

As part of the official consultation period 
there will be a consultation event on Tuesday 
next week at the Walford Campus between 
3.30pm and 4.15pm and Oswestry Campus be¬ 
tween 5.30pm and 6.15pm. 

Meanwhile, North Shropshire College has 
announced the appointment of Ian Peake as 
principal. Having been principal and chief exec¬ 
utive of Herefordshire & Ludlow College since 
2004, Mr Peake has a wealth of experience. 
Mr Peake said: “I am delighted and honoured 
that the board of North Shropshire College has 
asked me to serve as principal for the months 
leading up to the merger with Herefordshire & 
Ludlow College.” 


MORE than 30 students from across Shrop¬ 
shire and Powys enjoyed a taste of life in the 
sixth form at The Marches School in Oswestry. 

The school staged a taster morning to offer 
youngsters the opportunity to experience life 
as a sixth form student. 

On the morning, parents were welcomed by 
the headteacher and received a talk from the 
head of sixth form about the curriculum on 
offer, academic and pastoral care approaches 
and post 16 reform whilst students took part 
in taster lessons by subject specialist teachers. 

Claire Boyes, head of sixth form at The 


Marches School, said: “We were delighted to 
be able to offer the opportunity for prospective 
students to see what it is like to study at The 
Marches sixth form. 

“Our extensive course offer in 2018 has en¬ 
abled us to increase opportunities for a wider 
range of students. 

“Young people who apply to the Marches 
sixth form will be able to blend a pathway that 
suits them and their individual career aspira¬ 
tions. 

“All applicants to the sixth form have a per¬ 
sonal one-to-one interview and are given ex¬ 


pert careers advice to ensure they choose the 
right courses for them. 

“Excellent transport links, including private 
minibuses operated by the school, mean that 
students travel from surrounding areas includ¬ 
ing Wrexham, Baschurch, Chirk, Ellesmere 
and Powys to attend the sixth form.” 

She added: “We are very proud to have re¬ 
cruited exceedingly bright students from such 
a breadth of secondary schools in England and 
Wales. 

“It was exciting to see so many new faces at 
our taster morning.” 


TNS hit back and insist 'we've done nothing wrong' 


BOSSES at Oswestry’s The New Saints Foot¬ 
ball Club have insisted they did nothing wrong 
amid accusations about an £80,000 council 
grant. 

The club was handed the grant to build new 
seating to allow it to stage European football 
ties. Information from private investigator 
Paul Wiseman was passed to Oswestry Town 
Council after it was alleged the club failed to 
pay back £16,000 a year for five years. 

TNS said at the time they had “met their 
outcomes and objectives” and this week, chief 


operating officer Ian Williams stressed the club 
has done nothing wrong. 

The Saints were successful in applying for 
money from Shropshire Council’s £3.5 million 
market towns revitalisation programme, with 
other projects benefiting such as the town mu¬ 
seum, and rugby and cricket clubs. 

The £80,000 was awarded, and the agree¬ 
ment was that the club could be asked to pay 
back the money under certain conditions in 
the form of agreed grants from January 2013, 
to the Oswestry Joint Economic Board, which 


would identify projects in the town. A condi¬ 
tion was that the club would be involved in 
discussions to review funding applications to 
the board. 

Initially the board did not include the foot¬ 
ball club, which was in the terms of the grant 
agreement, and went on to approve schemes. 

However despite not being involved, the club 
agreed to reimburse the council on the under¬ 
standing the club would be involved in a more 
active role. 

But that never happened, as Mr Williams 


explained: “Unfortunately for the people of 
Oswestry, the OEB never met again and, 
under the terms of the original agreement with 
Shropshire Council, this forward thinking pro¬ 
gramme came to an end last month, five years 
after it started, so the opportunity for local or¬ 
ganisations to apply for funding has been lost. 
From the club’s point of view this is a real pity 
as we were keen for this programme to work 
and were looking forward to playing a proactive 
role in identifying projects and helping them to 
be realised for the benefit of the town.” 
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For a lush, green and weed-free lawn call GreenThumb 


Get your first treatment for just £10* 
when you contact GreenThumb 
during Spring/Summer 2018. 

Spring and early summer is the best time to 
start your lawn care treatment programme, so 
contact us - your local lawn care experts today 
to request your FREE lawn analysis. 


Additional treatments 

• SlowMow - our innovative product which slows 
grass growth - means less mowing 

• Oasis helps to maintain water at the root zone. 
Great for dry lawns and/or periods of 

low rainfall 

• Aeration and scarification are the most 
effective tools to defeat moss - essential 
annual work 



Not all fertilisers are the same! 

• GreenThumb’s exclusive Nutragreen® fertiliser 
is a bespoke, controlled-release formula 
developed over 30 years for the British lawn 

• GreenThumb’s fertiliser is not only more 
nutritious for the grass plant than anything you 
can buy off the shelf, but it also provides a 
scorch-free result 

• We do not apply short-term, inferior, liquid 
feeds which typically last just a couple of weeks 


Take advantage of this great offer, call your local 
branch for a FREE lawn analysis and no obligation 
quote. Our professional and courteous staff are 
available to assist your lawn care needs. 

01691 655111 

oswestry@greenthumb.co.uk 

Green Thumb 

LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 

*Try us for £10 is based on a lawn size up to 100m 2 - discounts are available for 
larger lawns. Offer for new customers only and cannot be used in conjunction with 
any other promotion or reward scheme. This offer can be withdrawn at any time. 


Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, February 22, 2018 



















Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, February 22, 2018 


2 °Arriva makes 
alterations to 
bus services 


Former Marine Alex is taking on marathon trek 
as he walks across three countries in Africa 


BUS users are seeing changes in some of 
the Arriva services in the Shrewsbury and 
Oswestry areas. 

Oswestry commuters are getting in¬ 
creased services to Gobowen, giving them 
better access to the main line train station 
in the village. However travellers from 
Ellesmere will see their service to the vil¬ 
lage and rail line reduced. 

A new bus between Oswestry and 
Shrewsbury has also been introduced to 
replace the former express service. 

The main change involves bus service 53 
Oswestry to Ellesmere which runs via St 
Martins and Gobowen. 

It has changed from an irregular timeta¬ 
ble of about 40 minutes to a regular hourly 
service. On the Arriva website the com¬ 
pany says: “Combined with service 2, the 
Oswestry to Wrexham bus, there is now 
a 30-minute frequency between Oswestry 
and Gobowen.” 

Ellesmere to Oswestry bus users can 
chose between the A53 and the A449 bus, 
the latter travelling via Welsh Frankton 
and Whittington. 

Arriva says there are also minor changes 
to the 449 Oswestry to Welshampton ser¬ 
vice via Ellesmere. 

And service 70 no longer serves the 
Oswestry Caravan and Camping site near 
Nesscliffe. 

Call is made 
for help for 
waste groups 

A CALL has been made for a local author¬ 
ity to investigate a way to help recycling 
enterprises after one ceased trading, cost¬ 
ing 10 jobs. 

Cae Post, an environmental charity in 
Welshpool, cut jobs last year and earlier 
this year cut 10 more jobs as it announced 
it was ceasing its waste recycling trade. 

The charity which works with disabled 
people has now had its recycling contracts 
picked up by Powys County Council. 

However the Campaign for the Protec¬ 
tion of Rural Wales has called on the local 
authority to do more to help enterprises 
such as this to keep going. Brett Kibble, 
chairman of the Montgomeryshire branch, 
believes these enterprises should be en¬ 
couraged to the full, and it is sad to see Cae 
Post fall. 

He said: “How incredibly ironic and sad 
that in the same week that the UK gov¬ 
ernment announces that the country must 
try and do something about plastic waste 
Cae Post, that was just launching a plastic 
film collection system, has had to announce 
that it is winding up operations. 

“The Montgomeryshire branch of the 
Campaign for the Protection of Rural 
Wales calls upon the county council to in¬ 
vestigate if there is any innovative way in 
which such enterprises can be assisted.” 

Dangers of using 
phone spelt out 

A POLICE chief has spelt out the dangers 
drivers put themselves and others at if 
they use their phone while motoring. 

Almost 1,100 people have been caught 
driving while on the phone in the region 
since March 2017, when a change in law 
meant guilty motorists could face a £200 
fine and six points on their licence. 

Those caught twice face a lengthy ban 
and up to a £1,000 fine. 

Superintendent Paul Moxley from West 
Mercia Police said: “It’s extremely danger¬ 
ous and most important for us to make peo¬ 
ple aware that it’s socially unacceptable. 

“We want to be sure people know that 
it’s as unacceptable as travelling without 
a seatbelt. 

“Using a phone whilst driving is totally 
unacceptable and against the law - turn it 
off, put it away, out of reach and if you re¬ 
ally need to use it you must pull over. 

“If a car is travelling at an average speed 
of 50mph, you’re travelling at 22 metres 
per second. 

“Looking down and a quick click of a mo¬ 
bile phone means a car could be moving for 
22 to 44 metres without anyone looking at 
the road.” 

West Mercia Police say drivers using a 
mobile phone are four times more likely to 
be involved in a collision. 


TWO former Royal Marines have started a 
1,300-mile trek across three countries - walk¬ 
ing along one of the longest rivers in Africa. 

Alex Davidson from Oswestry and Glen 
Steyn have begun to make their way through 
Lesotho, South Africa, and Namibia as part of 
a challenge called Exped Orange. 

Following the Orange River from its source 
in Lesotho, near a small village called Kwazulu 
Natal, they will walk along its banks for more 
than 1,367 miles to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Mr Davidson, who left the Royal Marines last 
year, said he and his fellow explorer knew each 
other from serving in 42 Commando based in 
Devon. 

Leaving the military to become a filmmaker, 
the 31-year-old said he will be documenting 


Report by Tom Oakley 


their travels during their self-funded trip over 
the coming months. 

He said that “ignorance is bliss” when it 
comes to the dangers posed by wildlife and he 
will just “try not to step on anything”. 

Asked whether their military training has 
prepared them, he said they were “both used to 
having a bit of weight on our back”. 

They will be sleeping outside along the way 
and carrying up to lOOlbs of weight each, with 
Mr Davidson admitting his family are worried 
about the adventure. 

Asked if there is a chance they may fall out 
during the trek, he said it was “impossible for 


Royal Marines to fall out at all, or at any point”. 

Lance Corporal Steyn, who served in the 
Royal Marines for five years, is leading the trek. 

The 33-year-old, who is originally from Jo¬ 
hannesburg in South Africa, joked that because 
the Orange River is known for being ferocious, 
that is why they will be walking next to it and 
not swimming. 

On his reasons for organising the trip, he 
said: “Since leaving the corps I haven’t had an¬ 
ything that has challenged me. 

“I just felt like challenging myself again both 
mentally and physically, and there’s bits of my 
own country that I haven’t even seen.” 

The pair are aiming to raise as much money 
as possible through the expedition for the Royal 
Marines Charity, as well as Veterans for Wild¬ 


life, two charities which are important to them. 

Mr Steyn said they have both discussed the 
risks involved with Exped Orange, including 
that posed by snakes. 

Carrying all their kit with them, they will be 
undertaking the expedition unsupported and 
will resupply their stocks of food along the way 
as required. 

Afghanistan veteran Mr Steyn said if 
everything goes smoothly the trip should take 
around 90 days, and that they are aiming to 
cover up to 18 miles a day. 

He said their Royal Marines training will 
help with both the physical and mental aspects. 

To donate towards their fundraising people 
can visit www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ex- 
pedorange. 


Welsh holiday plan fails to 
win councillors' backing 



The first reader/writer in residence for Oswestry Library Dave Andrews started his new role with a look at the work of Robert Burns 


Report by Jonny Drury 


A BID to get St David’s Day declared 
as a national holiday has been re¬ 
jected by councillors after they 
were told it would cost the authority 
at least £ 600 , 000 . 

Members attending the full meeting of 
Powys County Council were told by of¬ 
ficers that creating the new March 1 Bank 
Holiday would cost the authority about 
£600,000 as a minimum. 

Councillors were told the total would come 
from covering staff wages and other costs. 

Plaid Cymru Councillor Elwyn Vaughan, 
who represents Glantwymyn, had proposed 
that the council supported a cross-party call for 
the creation of a bank holiday to mark the im¬ 
portance of St David’s Day - which celebrates 
the patron saint of Wales. 

Recognise 

Councillor Vaughan also proposed that in the 
meantime, the council should move to recognise 
the importance of the day by raising the flag of 
St David on its sites, together with the Welsh 
flag during the week of March 1, and the Glyn- 
dwr flag during the week including September 
16. 

While some councillors voiced their support 
for the idea of marking St David’s Day with 
a Bank Holiday, Councillor Roger Williams, 
the former Brecon and Radnorshire MP, said 
schools would miss out on celebrating the occa¬ 
sion if it became a bank holiday. 

He called for it to remain a working day so 
children could take part in concerts and dress 
in Welsh costume at school, also allowing their 
parents to attend the concerts. Members also 
raised the question of how much the idea would 
cost. 

Deputy leader Councillor Aled Davies sug¬ 
gested splitting the motion into two parts, with 
the the bank holiday proposal as one idea, and 
the raising of flags as a second. The motion on 
St David’s Day becoming a Bank Holiday was 
ultimately defeated by 25 votes to 12, with one 
abstention. 

Members were told the council currently 
flies flags at four of its sites including County 
Hall and the Gwalia in Llandrindod Wells, at 
Neuadd Brycheiniog in Brecon and at Neuadd 
Maldwyn in Welshpool. The councillors voted 
in favour of flying the flags at the four authority 
sites by 36 votes to one. In England campaign¬ 
ers have also been arguing for St George’s Day 
to be marked by a national bank holiday. 


HE has written his own books and given talks 
on important literature. 

Now Dave Andrews has been named 
Oswestry Library’s first reader/writer in resi¬ 
dence and says he is looking forward to helping 
people to love both English and Welsh writing. 

His first official duty, however, had a Scot¬ 
tish theme with a talk on Robert Burns, ap¬ 
propriately on the afternoon of Burns Night. 
Listeners were also invited to read their own 


favourite Burns poem or listen to one of his 
songs. 

Mr Andrews, who lives near Oswestry, has 
contributed regularly to the library’s popular 
Learning at Lunchtime programme. He has 
published nine books and is currently working 
on his tenth, Wilfred Owen: Poet of Oswestry. 

“I’m absolutely thrilled to be Oswestry Li¬ 
brary’s first reader and writer in residence,” 
he said. 


“I’ve really enjoyed giving talks at the li¬ 
brary on various aspects of English and Welsh 
literature during the last 18 months and I’m 
looking forward to contributing to the 2018 
programme of ‘Learning at Lunchtime’ talks 
and to giving creative writing workshops for 
new and experienced writers.” 

He added: “I’m also keen to support and en¬ 
courage local writers who work in either Eng¬ 
lish or Welsh.” 


Volunteers put work of officers under close scrutiny 


A GROUP of police volunteers have been re¬ 
flecting on a successful year and have encour¬ 
aged others to come forward. 

The group of nine residents from across 
Dyfed-Powys have been working hard for the 
last year to support Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner Dafydd Llywelyn carry out one of 
his most crucial roles - holding the police to 
account for how the public are treated. 

Formed in February 2017, the Quality As¬ 
surance Panel is responsible for independently 
reviewing various forms of police contact with 


the public. They consider whether cases have 
been dealt with fairly, reasonably and propor¬ 
tionately. 

To date, the panel has reviewed calls re¬ 
corded via the 999,101 and main police switch¬ 
board, looked at low-level complaint cases and 
finalised reports of dissatisfaction. 

The panel currently meets on a quarterly 
basis and spends some time going through 
closed case files. 

Any observations, queries or suggestions are 
fed back to the police force to help improve how 


it deals with similar situations in the future. 
Plans are afoot to branch out further to look 
at a wider range of public experiences such as 
hate crime and restorative justice. And there is 
now the opportunity for new members to join 
the panel, with a recruitment drive that closes 
on Thursday next week. 

Mr Llywelyn said: “I very much appreciate 
the contribution of the panel members. Their 
feedback has also been well received by the po¬ 
lice as they are able to provide a different per¬ 
spective on matters. 


“Members are confident enough to ask why 
things happen or if they could be done differ¬ 
ently.” 

The commissioner added: “Anyone over the 
age of 18 with no direct connection with the po¬ 
lice or criminal justice system and an interest 
in supporting service improvements is encour¬ 
aged to apply.” 

Reports from the panel’s previous activities 
are available by visiting dyfedpowys-pcc.org. 
uk/en/work-with-me/volunteer/qualityassur- 
ance-panel/ 




















Health 


Open letter sent to health chiefs opposing 
proposed shake-up of rural maternity services 


AN open letter has been sent out by campaign¬ 
ers calling for a “halt to cuts that will place 
lives at risk”. 

It follows fears surrounding the future of 
Shropshire’s rural maternity units. 

The letter, signed by 559 people, has been 
sent to Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital 
NHS Trust (SaTH), which runs the Midwife 
Led Units (MLUs), and Shropshire clinical 
commissioning group, which has proposed a 
shake-up in the county’s maternity services. 

Under the new proposals, women will no 
longer be able to give birth at the rural MLUs 
in Oswestry, Ludlow and Bridgnorth. 

Instead, women will be able to give birth at 
the consultant-led unit at Princess Royal Hos- 


Report by Lisa O’Brien 


pital in Telford, at the hospital’s neighbouring 
Midwife Led Unit at PRH, at a free-standing 
Midwife Led Unit at Royal Shrewsbury Hospi¬ 
tal or at home. 

NHS England must now give the go-ahead 
for the plans to go out to public consultation. 

But health campaigners fear the rural MLUs 
will be closed by SaTH before a consultation 
can begin - which the trust has in turn denied. 

The letter claims women do want to give 
birth at their local MLUs but choice is being 
taken away by repeated temporary closures. 

It also claims SaTH reduced the number of 


midwives working at Telford’s consultant-led 
unit from 2015 and 2017 and the newly-re¬ 
cruited midwives are now not experienced 
enough to work on their own in a rural MLU. 

The letter says: “Stop pretending that rural 
communities support your maternity cuts. 
Most importantly, start listening and call a 
halt to cuts that will place lives at risk. 

“We do not support your plans. We do not 
want short-term closures, and we do not be¬ 
lieve for one second the solution to short-term 
closures is permanent closure. All we want is 
safe care - for women in Telford and Shrews¬ 
bury and women in rural areas.” 

Campaigners have already expressed their 
dismay at the repeated temporary overnight 


closures of the rural MLUs. They reopened to 
births on New Year’s Day after a suspension 
due to staff sickness at the Princess Royal 
Hospital last year. 

SaTH has since suspended birthing services 
at Oswestry MLU until Sunday, saying it will 
ensure the safe care of mothers. The trust 
says just two per cent of births have taken 
place at the rural MLUs since January 1. Dr 
Simon Freeman, accountable officer at Shrop¬ 
shire CCG, said: “The proposed consultation 
on Shropshire’s MLUs will allow the whole 
population of Shropshire, Telford and Wre- 
kin to give feedback on the proposals agreed 
in principle by Shropshire CCG and Telford & 
Wrekin CCG.” 


Inquiry launched after patient 
had wrong tooth pulled out 


Nine people suffer 12-hour trolley ordeal 



Nine patients were left waiting on trolleys at Shropshire’s A&E departments for more than 12 hours in December 


Report by Lisa O’Brien 


A DENTAL “never event” was re¬ 
ported at a trust running Shrop¬ 
shire’s community health services. 

The never event, so named because they are 
incidents that guidelines say should never hap¬ 
pen, was recorded by Shropshire Community 
Health NHS Trust and involved a patient hav¬ 
ing a wrong tooth extracted. 

The trust provides community-based health 
services as well as running community hospi¬ 
tals in Bishop’s Castle, Bridgnorth, Ludlow 
and Whitchurch. 

The details were included in a report to 
Shropshire’s clinical commissioning group, 
which met in Shrewsbury this week. 

It said: “The trust has reported a dental 
never event when a wrong tooth was extracted. 

“The CCG have received the root cause anal¬ 
ysis report and this is scheduled to be reviewed 
by the CCG’s serious incident committee.” 

The never event was recorded by the trust in 
November last year. 

Treatment 

The month before, Shrewsbury and Telford 
Hospital NHS Trust reported a never event in 
ophthalmology, which deals with the diagno¬ 
sis, treatment and prevention of diseases of 
the eye and visual system. Bosses said it in¬ 
volved a locum surgeon implanting the wrong 
lens on a patient following cataract surgery, 
but the impact had been “negligible”. 

Chief executive of the trust, Simon Wight, 
said the locum had their contract “terminated 
immediately” Chris Hudson, spokesman for 
Shropshire Community Health NHS Trust 
said: “Events of this nature are extremely 
rare. As soon as this incident occurred, we 
discussed it with the patient, apologised and 
agreed a plan with them. When any incident 
happens, we always investigate thoroughly to 
ensure lessons are learned and shared. In this 
particular case we have changed some of our 
procedures.” 

Shropshire Community Health NHS Trust 
is expected to be acquired by another organ¬ 
isation this year. Two trusts are in the frame 
- Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS 
Trust and South Staffordshire and Shropshire 
Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust. The trust 
was formed after the merger of Shropshire 
County Primary Care Trust and Telford and 
Wrekin Primary Care Trust in 2011. 


NINE patients were left waiting on trolleys at 
Shropshire’s A&E departments for more than 
12 hours in December, new figures show. 

Ambulances were also waiting more than an 
hour to hand over patients on 100 occasions 
during the same month, according a report to 
Shropshire’s clinical commissioning group. 

Figures in the report show there were also 
hand-over delays of more than 30 minutes on 
510 occasions at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 
and Princess Royal Hospital. The accident and 
emergency departments have been facing high 
demands and figures from NHS England show 
that just 69.3 per cent of patients were seen 


within the four-hour government waiting tar¬ 
get in December. 

A report to the CCG, which was due to meet 
this week, says: “As are many acute providers, 
the trust has experienced increasing pressure 
in its emergency departments. In December, 
12-hour trolley wait breaches were reported. 

“The CCG has now received and reviewed 
the breach root cause analysis reports for 
these. 

“In all cases there was no harm to patients 
identified, however, assurance is being sought 
as to how further breaches can be avoided.” 

A report which was put before Shrewsbury 


and Telford Hospital NHS Trust’s board said 
that when the emergency departments are 
particularly busy patients can be asked to 
wait on trolleys in the corridor rather than in 
cubicles. The report by Dee Radford, associ¬ 
ate director of patient safety, said: “Whilst we 
recognise that it is not ideal for patients to be 
situated in emergency department corridors 
we continue to maintain their needs, privacy 
and dignity and safety. We undertake audit to 
ensure that this is in place.” 

More than 8,000 patients were seen in the 
A&E departments at Shrewsbury and Telford 
during the month of December. 


Jobs lost as blood donor sessions are scaled back 


BLOOD donor sessions are being dramatically 
scaled back in Shropshire and up to 17 mem¬ 
bers of staff will be made redundant. 

Sessions in a number of towns including 
Oswestry, Telford, Bridgnorth and Shrews¬ 
bury are being cut due to a fall in demand in 
the amount of blood needed. 

Many donors have now been left struggling 
to find a venue where they can donate their 
blood, with a number saying they will have to 
cross the border into Wales to attend sessions 
in Llandrinio and beyond. 


The NHS Blood and Transplant service will 
be closing 23 sessions across Staffordshire and 
Shropshire. 

They are in Bayston Hill, Bishops Castle, 
Bridgnorth, Codsall, Dawley, DLO (Donning- 
ton), Donnington, Ellesmere, Highley, Made- 
ley, Market Drayton, Minsterley, Newport, 
Oakengates, Oswestry, Penkridge, Penn, 
Shifnal, Wellington, Wem, Wombourne and 
Wordsley. 

Some sessions in Shrewsbury, Telford, Per- 
ton and Stafford South will remain open and 


be served by the Sutton team although wait¬ 
ing times for appointments are expected to be 
lengthy. There will also be some sessions in 
Ludlow operated by a team from across the 
border in Herefordshire. The changes will 
come in to force in March. 

Pam Pye, of the NHS Blood and Transplant 
service, said: “We are reducing the number of 
blood donation sessions that we hold, because 
there is a reduced national demand for blood 
from hospitals. 

“We are closing smaller six bed donation 


sessions and asking people to donate at larger 
nine bed sessions nearby. 

“We can collect the blood patients need 
more effectively and keep costs for the wider 
NHS as low as possible at larger sessions. 

“We are also disestablishing the Telford 
Collection Team and sessions that remain in 
this area will be served by the Sutton collec¬ 
tion team. 

“This will prove a more productive collec¬ 
tion programme for the remaining teams in 
the West Midlands area.” 


Air ambulances 
are blocked by 
cranes in city 

HELICOPTERS flying sick patients from 
Shropshire and Mid Wales cannot land at 
the region’s specialist children’s hospital 
- due to the number of cranes surround¬ 
ing it. 

Midlands Air Ambulances carrying 
people bound for Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital are unable to come down within 
two miles of the city centre building be¬ 
cause of safety fears. 

The helicopters, based at RAF Cosford, 
instead land at Tally Ho police training 
school in Edgbaston where patients are 
then passed on to a waiting ambulance 
crew, which takes them to the hospital by 
road. 

Helicopters going to the hospital should 
come down on a landing pad between 
Corporation Street and the James Watt 
Queensway. 

Ian Roberts, air operations manager for 
the Midlands Air Ambulance Charity, said: 
“The primary landing site at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital has been closed due to 
the many cranes in the locality, which are 
a flight safety issue.” 

Daisy Holden, spokesman for Birming¬ 
ham Women’s and Children’s NHS Foun¬ 
dation Trust, which runs the hospital, said 
most patients are flown in for specialist 
care, rather than in an emergency. 

Bosses in dark 
over Future Fit 
funding issue 

HEALTH bosses say they are remaining 
“positive” but are still in the dark over 
Future Fit. 

A future shake-up of hospital services 
in the county lies in the hands of NHS 
England. 

Dr Julian Povey, chair of Shropshire 
clinical commissioning group, said: “We 
feel positive about it but we have had no 
indication about when there will be an 
answer. 

“It is getting to the point where it is far¬ 
cical. Everything has been signed off. It’s 
just about the money.” 

NHS England needs to decide whether 
a long-awaited public consultation can 
be launched, but wants to know that the 
funding is available for any proposed 
changes. The Future Fit proposals could 
cost in the region of £300 million to bring 
to fruition. 

Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin clini¬ 
cal commissioning groups have signed off 
a preferred option for the future of the 
county’s hospital services. 

The preferred option involves a single 
A&E unit at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, 
while planned services would be centred at 
Telford’s Princess Royal Hospital. 

Babies were born 
with addictions 

MORE than 50 babies were born with 
drug addictions at Shropshire’s main hos¬ 
pitals, it has been revealed. 

The figures revealed that 52 babies born 
at Royal Shrewsbury and Princess Royal 
hospitals between 2011 and 2017 had in¬ 
herited a drug dependency. 

Of those, 18 had been born with a her¬ 
oin addiction, seven with a methadone 
dependency, and six with a cocaine addic¬ 
tion. 

Also included in the figure were two 
who were born with an alcohol addiction, 
one each with ecstasy or cocaine, and 27 
where the drug had not been recorded. 

Move made to ban 
use of plastic straws 

THE trust which runs Shropshire’s two 
main hospitals is switching to biodegrad¬ 
able drinking straws as it continues its 
efforts to reduce its environmental foot¬ 
print. 

The straws will be available at the Caffe 
Bistro outlets and the canteens. 
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miiiiinn^hfi itar Shropshire Business Awards are back with 
vehic?"damage 16 titles to be claimed by the winning firms 


MORE than £1 million has been spent on 
damaged police cars in the West Mercia 
force area in just over three years. 

About £1.3 million was spent repairing 
damages and replacing police vehicles that 
were written off between April 2014 and 
November last year. 

A total of 22 police vehicles were written 
off, which cost the force £385,679. 

Among the vehicles that were written 
off, five were destroyed on a junction or 
roundabout, three were written off by 
hitting objects or vehicles, while a further 
three were damaged due to the vehicles col¬ 
liding with another vehicle. 

Another three were damaged due to ex¬ 
cessive speed, three were due to stopping a 
vehicle, two were written off due to crim¬ 
inal damage, and there was one case of a 
vehicle being written off because of a flood. 

Reversing was the cause of damage to 
police cars 311 times over the three years 
and seven months, while hitting an object 
or vehicle was the cause of damage to 276 
vehicles. And 50 vehicles were damaged by 
hitting animals while police forked out for 
repairs or replaced 92 vehicles as a result 
of criminal damage. 

Police said each incident is reviewed 
to identify if there are any lessons to be 
learned and where necessary proportionate 
action is taken. 

Rapist has 
sentence cut 
in act of mercy 

A RAPIST has had his sentence slashed 
as an act of mercy - but may still end up 
dying in jail. 

Disgraced ex-magistrate, Santokh 
Minhas, who once worked at a school in 
Oswestry, was jailed for nine years at Her¬ 
eford Crown Court in December 2016 after 
being convicted of rape. 

But his case reached London’s Appeal 
Court as the 68-year-old challenged his 
punishment on compassionate grounds. 

Minhas, of Broadway Close, Shifnal, is 
suffering from terminal motor neurone 
disease, the court heard. 

Cutting his sentence by four years, Lord 
Justice Holroyde said the trial judge “failed 
to treat his condition as mitigation”. 

Minhas’s legal team had urged the three 
judges to free him immediately on a sus¬ 
pended sentence. 

But Lord Justice Holroyde, sitting with 
Mrs Justice Elisabeth Laing and Judge 
David Aubrey QC, said: “We must main¬ 
tain a balance.” 

Minhas had been deputy headteacher at 
a school in Oswestry before moving to the 
John Hunt School, Telford. 

He served on the bench as a magistrate 
in Telford as recently as 2010. At the trial 
he was cleared by a jury of five charges of 
rape, but found guilty of the sixth. 

Wartime talk is 
set to be given 

TALES of a member of Bomber Command 
during the Second World War will be told 
at a talk at the Corn Exchange of Welsh¬ 
pool Town Hall this evening (Thursday) at 
7pm. 

Guy McElveny is the author of ‘The 
Stranger at the Window’, a Second World 
War novel. 

It was inspired by the real-life story of 
his great-uncle, Sgt Geoffrey Deeley, a 
Black Country airman who flew 25 oper¬ 
ations with Bomber Command and took 
part in raids on Berlin, Leipzig and the 
attack on Mont Fleury battery in support 
of D-Day. 

Mr McElveny has given talks at librar¬ 
ies throughout the West Midlands as well 
as readings for veterans at Yorkshire Air 
Museum and at RAF and Aircrew Associ¬ 
ations. 

The talk gives an insight into what life 
was like in Bomber Command, drawing on 
his family’s wartime letters and memories 
as well as meetings with WW2 veterans. 

Doors open at 7pm for the talk at 7.30pm. 
Admission is £5 to include a chance of win¬ 
ning a signed copy of Guy’s book. Light re¬ 
freshments will be available. 

Proceeds from the evening will go toward 
the organisation of the Welshpool 1940s 
Weekend later this year. 


THE wraps have come off this year’s Shrop¬ 
shire Business Awards, with a launch ceremo¬ 
ny at Salop Leisure in Shrewsbury. 

Organised by Shropshire Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, the ceremony on June 15 will bring to¬ 
gether hundreds of members of the Shropshire 
business community at Telford’s International 
Centre for a grand celebration of the best of the 
county’s commerce and industry. 

The launch event at the home of Salop Lei¬ 
sure saw the race for the 16 awards officially 
begin, with sponsors, past winners, and asso¬ 
ciated businesses all present to mark the occa¬ 
sion. 

The awards have been re-branded the Shrop¬ 
shire Chamber Business Awards this year - and 
there are more categories to enter than ever be- 


Report by Lucy Todman 


THE region’s MPs have backed un- 
der-fire Prime Minister Theresa May, 
with one claiming that anyone plan¬ 
ning to launch a leadership chal¬ 
lenge needs their “head examined”. 

Mrs May has been warned she faces the 
sack if she threatens to “sell out” by back¬ 
sliding on Brexit. 

MPs have urged the Prime Minister to stick 
to the hardline principles she set out a year ago 
in a major speech for a clear break from Brus¬ 
sels. Battle lines were drawn amid speculation 
that unhappy Tory MPs are poised to trigger a 
leadership election by tabling formal no-confi¬ 
dence protests in Mrs May. 

Glyn Davies, MP for Montgomeryshire, said: 
“I think to talk about having a leadership con¬ 
test is completely disloyal and utterly stupid, 
and the people looking to dislodge or upset 
things should be ashamed of themselves. 

“I have got no time at all for anyone who is 
driving this, if there are many, and they should 
be ashamed.” 

Election 

Owen Paterson, MP for North Shropshire 
said: “There should definitely not be a leader¬ 
ship battle, the government should get on with 
the job it set out to do after the election.” 

Shrewsbury and Atcham’s MP Daniel Kaw- 
czynski said that anybody who suggests a lead¬ 
ership challenge should have a re-think. 

He said: “I think anybody who is suggesting 
a leadership contest really does need to have 
their head examined. We’re in the middle of 
a historic unprecedented negotiation with the 
European Union - we must all be focused on 
that and show a united front otherwise they 
will take advantage of splits.” 

Lucy Allan, MP for Telford, added: “The 
Prime Minister has shown great strength and 
resilience in carrying out an almost impossible 
job; she has my full support. 

“There is no appetite in the party for a 
change in leader at this time - the majority of 
Conservative MPs support the Prime Minister, 
and want her and her team to get on with the 
job of governing. It is in the country’s interests 
for everyone to calm down and let the PM get 
on with the job she was elected to do.” 

Meanwhile, Wrekin MP Mark Pritchard, 
said: “This is not the time for a leadership chal¬ 
lenge although I do hope Number 10 will widen 
the Conservative message beyond Brexit whilst 
delivering a Brexit which works for everyone” 


AN architect has warned of the ramifications 
that could come from one of the most radical 
upheavals of Wales’s planning laws. 

A consultation is under way into changes 
to the legal planning laws and processes in 
Wales, which is led by the Law Commission and 
backed by the Welsh Government. 

It includes significant changes to the way 
planning matters are considered, undertaken 
and decided by local authorities and organi¬ 
sations such as historic monuments agency, 
CADW. 


Report by James Pugh 


fore. In response to feedback from the business 
community, the new and small business awards 
have both been split into two, in recognition of 
the differing size of workforces. 

There is also an environmental innovation 
category for the first time this year, for busi¬ 
nesses which have introduced or developed 
innovative environmental practices, processes 
or technology either for use within their own 
business or the wider marketplace. 

A new stand-alone manufacturing award is 
also on offer this year, splitting it away from 
the transport and logistics prize. 

The John Clayton Award, in honour of the 


LITTLE Josh Home crawls across the floor, 
excitedly placing his hand on images beamed 
down from a machine above. 

As he forcibly splats the pictures, they disap¬ 
pear, only to reappear on another part of the 
floor, causing Josh to rush towards them. 

Watching Josh energetically scrambling 
across the floor, it seems hard to believe that 
just a few years ago he was unable to even sit 
up in a chair unaided. 

“Just before his second birthday we were 
told Josh would be in a vegetative state for 
much of his life,” says his father Matt. 

“He can now walk about independently with 


Doug Hughes, of Hughes Architects, is hon¬ 
orary secretary of the Royal Society of Ar¬ 
chitects in Wales and has bases in Newtown, 
Welshpool, Aberystwyth and Cardiff. 

Mr Hughes is urging those involved in plan¬ 
ning and architecture to get involved and have 
their say. 

He said: “The Planning Law in Wales Con¬ 
sultation is a significant document that con¬ 
tains proposals that could have significant 
ramifications on businesses and communities 
throughout Wales. 


former chamber chief, will again be awarded 
this year to someone who has given outstanding 
service to the Shropshire business community. 

Shropshire Chamber chief executive Rich¬ 
ard Sheehan said: “The awards are open to all 
businesses in Shropshire - any size, any type 
of business, start-ups and of course, previous 
winners. 

“You don’t need to be a member of the cham¬ 
ber of commerce or any other organisation. 

“There are 16 awards this year, so why not 
give it a go? 

“Winning can be a real boost for you, your 
employees and your business. 

“Over the last 18 years of business awards 
ceremonies it has been very clear that this is 
not just about businesses being recognised as 


the use of a walking aid,” adds mother Sarah. 

Josh, now seven, who lives with his parents 
on the outskirts of Bridgnorth, is even able 
to play football with his friends. And this is 
thanks in no small part due to the work of The 
Movement Centre, in Gobowen, a pioneering 
charity which uses specialist therapies to help 
children with mobility problems. 

The equipment Josh is using is known 
among staff as “the magic carpet”. The £10,000 
machine was bought with the help of the 2017 
Cash For Your Community scheme. 

The scheme was run by the Chronicle’s sis¬ 
ter paper the Shropshire Star. 


“This is something that needs to be consid¬ 
ered and commented upon by a much wider 
community than just those directly involved in 
planning and construction. 

“There are some good proposals within it 
that will simplify what are currently a raft of 
hoops to jump through in order to get planning 
for what can be simple projects and there also 
some changes that could potentially make it 
much more difficult. 

“But it’s vitally important that those outside 
the building planning and architectural world 


success stories - It’s about business owners 
recognising the success that their employees 
bring.” 

Shropshire Business editor Carl Jones, who 
has been involved in the organisation of the 
awards since day one, will once again be mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies at the glittering prizegiving 
night. 

Entries are now open for the com¬ 
petition by contacting Shropshire 
businessawards.co.uk, and are free. 

The closing date is April 20, and shortlisted 
finalists will be announced in early May. 

Each shortlisted business will then receive a 
visit from a panel of judges, before the winners 
will be announced at the Oscars-style ceremony 
on June 15. 


Josh, who had suffered from brain scarring 
as a result of an metabolic condition, is one 
of the hundreds of youngsters who have seen 
their lives transformed by the Movement Cen¬ 
tre, which provides a unique therapy system 
from its modest base in a portable building in 
the grounds of Oswestry Orthopaedic Hospital. 

“A lot of the children who come here will 
learn to walk during their time with us,” says 
head of fundraising, Victoria Handbury-Madin. 

The Movement Centre was the biggest bene¬ 
ficiary of last year’s Cash For Your Community 
scheme, receiving £5,000 from the scheme run 
by the Shropshire Star. 


in Wales consider the ramifications and com¬ 
ment on them as the proposals will impact on 
everything from small scale home extensions, 
to the development of business and industrial 
premises and housing developments.” 

The Law Commission has been asked by the 
Welsh Government to review current planning 
laws and to consult on new proposals said to 
simplify and consolidate current laws. 

The consultation, which ends on March 1, 
can be found at https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/ 
proj ect/planning-law-in-wales/. 


Let Mrs May get on with the 
job, insist region's Tory MPs 


Josh enjoys magical time thanks to Star’s scheme 



Seven-year-old Josh Home using the ‘magic carpet’ at The Movement Centre under the guidance of Pauline Holbrook 


Have your say on planning changes, says architect 
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Semi-detached 
former bakery is in 
semi rural position 

A semi-detached former bakery, 1 The Bakery at 
Weston near Oswestry is a recently renovated Grade 
II listed semi-detached house located in a semi-rural 
position. 

Having three bedrooms and an Air Source heating 
system, it is for sale through JJ Dell & Co at £225,000 
with no chain. The property is a short distance 
from Morda village with a local shop, school and 
pub. Oswestry is two miles away, with its traditional 
shopping centre and easy access onto the A5 link road 
to Shrewsbury, Telford, Wrexham and Chester. The 
property has new timber double glazed window units 
and under floor heating to the first floor. 

In more detail the reception hall has ceramic tiled 
flooring, as does the cloakroom/WC and a study area 
which also has a deep storage cupboard. The lounge 
also has ceramic tiled flooring. 

The breakfast kitchen has modern fitted cottage-style 
units, a stainless steel single drainer unit with mixer taps, 
ample worktop space, plumbing for a washing machine, 
a four-ring hob and oven with an extractor, plumbing for 
a dishwasher, a side door to car parking and a garden. It 
also has a half double glazed high roof providing natural 
light and ceramic flooring. 

There is a wide oak staircase to first floor landing with 
a double cupboard and a Velux window. 

Bedroom one has an original round window, a high 
ceiling and an exposed King posttrusse. 

Bedroom three has a sash window, bedroom two has 
a high ceiling and a Velux window. The bathroom has 
a modern white suite comprising an oak panelled bath 
with a shower and a screen, a low level WC, wash hand 
basin, a Velux window, ceramic tiling to the walls and 
floor and a heated towel rail. 

Outside is a small paved yard with access to an Air 
Source heat pump system. There is also a wide tarmac 
driveway providing two parking spaces and a corner 
garden and Tarmac forecourt. 

KEY FEATURES_ 

Semi-detached former bakery 
Grade II listed 
Semi-rural position 
Three bedrooms 
Air source heating system 


WESTON £225,000 
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Historic mill still 
retains many of its 
endearing features 


ABERBECHAN 

£345,000 


Totally flexible accommodation and hugely 
authentic credentials are among the endearing 
features of Minhafren Mill in Aberbechan. 

For sale through Balfours at offers over 
£345,000, the property sits some seven miles from 
Montgomery and is within easy reach of Welshpool 
and Shrewsbury. Minhafren Mill comprises a black 
and white timbered two-bedroomed cottage, 
together with an adjoining two-bedroomed barn 
conversion with a self-contained annexe. 


Dating from the early 17th century, this black and 
white half-timbered property became a fulling mill 
in the 19th century, utilising the Bechan brook and 
adjacent canal for the manufacture and transport 
of goods. Today the waterways simply add an 
additional layer of rural idyll and charm to the 
property. 



Balfours’ agent, Duncan Scobie, said: “Minhafren 
Mill would suit anyone seeking either a four bedroom 
home or a flexible two bedroom property with a one 
bedroom self-contained annexe.” Today the integral 
barn conversion, which includes a drawing room with 
oil-fired stove, provides a further bedroom, shower 
room and studio; however, this easily accessible and 
flexible accommodation would work as third and 
fourth bedrooms. 

Exposed beams, a living room with Clearview 
log-burner and a kitchen with oil-fired Rayburn 
all endorse the understated charm of the Mill, 
highlighted by the ample supply of windows. 

Outside there is a large, well-stocked and private 
garden surrounding the property and an integral 
garage with room for a workshop. 

Contact Balfours on 01743 353511. 



Recently 
modernised home 
within walking 
distance of town 


OSWESTRY 

£325,000 »> 


A recently modernised three- 
bedroomed detached home 
within walking distance 
of Oswestry has a lovely 
outlook across Oswestry 
Cricket Ground. 

Having well-proportioned 
accommodation, the property 
on Morda Road is for sale 
through Bowen Son & 

Watson at £325,000. With gas 
central heating and double 
glazing, it has an entrance 
hall, a cloakroom/WC, a 
lounge, kitchen, breakfast 
area, a dining room and a 
sun room. There are three 
good-sized bedrooms and a 
family bathroom. Outside the 
garden has an enclosed lawn 
area with a patio. There is a 
gravelled driveway to the front 
and a rear driveway leading to 
the double garage with electric 
doors. 

The town centre is a short 
walk away and has a host of 
shops, restaurants and other 
amenities. 

Contact Bowen Son & 
Watson on 01691 652367. 




Detached house 
with valley views 
comes with a 
large decked area 

GARTH 

£374,950 «< 


An individual detached 
house with valley views 
and first floor open plan 
living, Tyn-Y-Pistyll at Garth, 
Glyn Ceiriog, comes with a 
large timber decked area, 
landscaped gardens and 
woodland. 

It is for sale through Morris 
Marshall & Poole at £374,950. 
Briefly the property comes 
with three bedrooms, a shower 
room and a bathroom. 

A turning timber-built 
staircase rises up from the 
entrance hall to the upper level 
lobby with a tiled floor and 
external door to the rear. 

Access leads through to 
the living area which has a 
multi-fuel stove fitted to the 
slate built fireplace, being 
dual aspect with a large 
picture window to the rear and 
concealed radiators. An open 
plan approach leads through 
to the dining/kitchen. 

Contact Morris Marshall & 
Poole on 01691 679595 for 
more information. 
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Spacious three 
bedroomed 
detached home is 
set on a large plot 

KNOCKIN 

£340,000 »> 


In a sought after location 
found down a private 
driveway, Dunvegan at 
Knockin is a spacious 
three bedroomed detached 
bungalow set on a large plot. 

It is for sale through Town & 
Country at £340,000 with no 
chain. 

The accommodation briefly 
comprises a large hallway, 
lounge, kitchen, conservatory, 
three good sized bedrooms 
and bathroom. 

Outside the property benefits 
from a large driveway with 
parking for six vehicles, a 
double garage and attractive 
rear and side gardens with 
mature shrubs. 

The property is warmed by 
oil fired central heating and 
benefits from double glazing 
throughout. Located in the 
village of Knockin, this is just 
eight miles from Oswestry and 
13 miles from Shrewsbury. 

For more details contact 
Town & Country on 01691 
679631. 




Period property 
in town retains 
a wealth of 
original features 

OSWESTRY 

£174,950 «< 


In an attractive established 
residential area, Y Bwthyn on 
Weston Avenue in Oswestry 
is a period semi-detached 
house retaining a wealth of 
original features. 

Within walking distance 
of the town centre, it is for 
sale through JJ Dell & Co at 
£174,950 with no chain. It is 
also close to schools and 
colleges. 

With gas central heating it 
has an entrance hall, a living 
room, dining room, a kitchen, 
three bedrooms, a bathroom, 
cloakroom/WC, a front garden 
and a large rear garden with 
a patio area and two store 
sheds. 

Outside, the front entrance 
is approached via a gated 
pathway and bordered by a 
low hedge. The front garden 
is lawned and there is a large 
lawned garden to the rear with 
side access, two store sheds 
and a patio area. 

Contact JJ Dell & Co on 
01691 653437 for more 
details. 



Spacious detached 
house enjoys some 
stunning views 


TREF0NEN 
OFFERS INVITED 


Kappara, Spring Bank, Trefonen near Oswestry is 
a spacious detached house with stunning views 
towards The Shropshire Plain. 

Being a short distance of the village amenities, it is for 
sale through JJ Dell & Co with no chain. The property 
occupies a quiet elevated position in Trefonen which 
has a public house, church, shop, sought after primary 
school and is convenient for the border market town of 
Oswestry. The accommodation is set over four floors 
with four half staircases and has oil fired central heating 
and double glazing. 

It has a covered porch similar to a large front veranda, 
a reception hall with stairs off, a lounge with a marble 
fireplace, patio doors and a fitted carpet. 

The sitting room has a brick fireplace, patio doors 
and a fitted carpet. Off the first floor is a galleried 
landing. A study has fitted office furniture and laminate 
flooring. The dining room has fitted carpet and there is a 
cloakroom/WC. The kitchen has a range of modern oak 



units comprising of matching wall and base cupboards. 
The utility has a second sink, worktop, plumbing for a 
washing machine, matching wall and base cupboards, 
a fitted store cupboard and an oak stable external door. 
On the second floor is bedroom one with a dressing 
room and an en-suite and bedroom two. The third 
floor galleried landing has a large airing cupboard. The 
bathroom has a five piece suite including a whirlpool 
corner bath and a bidet. There are three further 
bedrooms on this floor. 

Outside, the property is approached over a 
tarmacadam drive providing ample car parking leading 
to a detached double garage and a top floor store 
room/play room. 

Contact JJ Dell & Co on 01691 653437. 
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Outlook brighter but mortgage 
market expected to remain flat 



The outlook for the mortgage market in 
the UK is more optimistic than a year 
ago but overall activity is expected 
to be flat in 2018 and next year due 
to continued economic uncertainty, 
according to a new report. 

But the outlook varies depending on 
different lending sectors with buy to 
let activity in particular not expected to 
recover this year or even in 2019. The 
report from UK Finance says buy to let has 
been weaker than expected. 

It explains that several different factors 
are weighing on buy to let activity. Lenders 
tightened affordability criteria ahead of 
the Prudential Regulation Authority’s 
stress tests, which came into effect at 
the beginning of 2017, and the tax relief 
changes began to take effect from April, 
the first stage of a four-year transition. 
These two changes, along with the change 
in stamp duty for additional homes means 
buy to let house activity has been flat since 
June 2016. 

It points out that there is still uncertainty 
in how landlords will react to the income 
tax changes. “We have not seen any 
sudden contraction in lending as a 
result, but expect landlords to become 
more cautious and will likely limit their 
ability to re-leverage their portfolios,” the 
report adds. It also points out that the 
housing market is in a similar position 
to the economy, slightly subdued, with 
some components holding up better than 
expected. 

“As most housing transactions are 
discretionary, it is often the case that 
activity levels tend to bear the brunt of any 
uncertainty, as buyers and sellers wait to 
get a clearer picture of where the economy 
might be headed. For this reason, we 
expect overall activity to be fairly flat over 
the next two years, in part a result of the 


economic uncertainty,” the report adds. 
UK Finance does not expect house prices 
to fall as a lack of supply continues to prop 
up values. But it does forecast that house 
price growth will slow over the next two 
years and then grow in line with earnings. 

“We expect to see regulated house 
purchase activity to grow modestly in 
2018, driven wholly by first-time buyers, as 
home mover numbers remain flat. This is 
expected to continue into 2019,” it says. 

The forecast says that first-time 
buyer numbers performed better than 
expected over the course of 2017, helped 
by Government schemes, good credit 
availability, and competitive mortgage 


rates. “We expect to see a continued 
recovery in first-time buyer numbers, 
though at a slower rate than seen over 
the last few years,” the report says, but it 
adds that first-time buyers continue to face 
affordability issues. 

Flome mover activity also performed a 
little better than expected, but is still only 
likely to match levels over the past three 
years and activity if forecast to remain at 
this level over the next two years. Flowever, 
remortgage activity has been stronger than 
expected. 

Prospects for the UK economy are likely 
to remain more uncertain than usual for 
the next few years as a consequence of 


Brexit. Data for the first nine months of 2017 
shows that the economy has been growing 
at a slower pace than over the last few 
years, the report points out. 

And it explains that while it’s still not clear 
how Brexit will pan out, it is worth bearing 
in mind that the housing market is relatively 
well insulated than many other parts of 
the economy, as most activity is driven 
domestically. 

It suggests that should Brexit negotiations 
adversely affect the UK economy, 
policymakers may well see the housing 
market as a way to stabilise the economy, 
as has been the case in the past, and are 
likely to take policy action accordingly. 


Remortgage loan approvals hit 



House builders 
optimistic despite 
fears over Brexit 

The construction industry in the UK overall is 
its least optimistic for five years amid fears 
over Brexit and an economic slowdown, but 
house builders are more optimistic, new 
research shows. 

Some building firms won the most work for 
several months in December but the number of 
companies expecting a rise in output levels over 
the next 12 months was the weakest recorded 
since the middle of 2013, according to the Markit/ 
Cips UK construction index. 

Flowever, the dip in the PM I appears to be 
largely due to falling levels of commercial work 
and this is offset by a growing number of house 
building projects. Indeed, the prospect of greater 
workloads led firms to take on staff and buy 
materials at the fastest pace in two years over 
December. 

According to Samuel Tombs, chief 
UK economist at consultancy Pantheon 
Macroeconomics, support from the Government 
should keep house building going in 2018, 
although he warned construction output overall 
was likely to be flat. 

Overall just over a third of construction firms 
in the survey see an increase in activity over the 
course of 2018, while 11 per cent anticipate a 
reduction. They say they are facing strong cost 
pressures as a result of the weak pound and 
Brexit driving up the cost of importing materials. 

It should not be a surprise that Brexit is having 
an effect on commercial and industrial output, 
according to Steve Mansour, chief executive 
officer of construction insurance specialist CRL. 

Fie believes that when it comes to house 
building, developers need to provide what is 
wanted by buyers. “Currently, we are seeing 
developers build multitudes of three-bed family 
homes, in a bid to solve the ever evolving housing 
shortage. There has to be a shift this year to fit 
with demand, which will create more choice in 
the market, and respond to consumer need,” 
he said. “Developers must start recognising 
this if they are to stay ahead of the game. This 
shouldn’t mean increased property prices, it 
should mean a welcome change, one of bespoke 
or enhanced product offerings for consumers,” 
he explained. 

“Technological advancements have already 
improved construction and we expect this to 
expand this year, through processes such as 
modular building and 3D printing. Expect more 
virtual reality and augmented reality use, with 
potential buyers visiting the shell of a virtual 
house, allowing them to design and configure 
a truly unique home. This will mean a fit-for- 
purpose property, which will hopefully result in 
purchasers staying in their homes for longer,” he 
pointed out. 

Fie wants it to be a year for entrepreneurialism 
and further innovation in the construction 
industry. “Overall, the outlook for the industry is 
bright, but it will have its challenges. The best 
thing we can do is stay knowledgeable and open 
to new ideas and ways of working,” he added. 


Remortgage loan approvals hit a nine-year 
high in November, just as borrowers were 
experiencing the first base rate rise in over a 
decade, Bank of England figures show. 

Some 53,922 remortgage loans were approved, 
marking the highest figure since October 2008, the 
Bank’s Money and Credit report said. 

The report also showed that consumers’ 
borrowing using credit cards, personal loans and 
overdrafts fell back to a near two-year low in the 
run-up to Christmas, prompting suggestions that 
rising interest rates may have had a “significant 
psychological impact” on some potential 
borrowers. 

The number of mortgage approvals made to 
home buyers also edged up month-on-month in 
November, to 65,139, from 64,887 in October. 

This figure was still slightly below the monthly 
average of 66,562 over the previous six months. 

The Bank of England base rate was increased 
from 0.25% to 0.5% in early November - the first 
increase in more than 10 years. 

Jeremy Leaf, a north London estate agent and a 
former residential chairman of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors (Rics), said the large 
number of remortgage loans in the latest figures 
suggests borrowers were seeking to protect 
themselves from further potential increases in 



interest rates. Discussing the housing market 
generally, he said: “Looking forward, we anticipate 
a fairly steady market in early 2018 and no great 
changes one way or another, with realistic vendors 
much more likely to do deals rather than those who 
are still holding out for unrealistic prices.” 

The annual growth rate of consumer credit - 
which includes borrowing using credit cards, 
personal loans and overdrafts - slowed to 9.1% in 
November, the lowest rate since December 2015. 

The Bank said the weaker rate of growth in 
consumer credit was partly due to a particularly 
strong flow of consumer credit in November 2016 


nine-year high 

falling out of the latest annual figure. Concerns 
have been raised that recent strong growth levels in 
consumer credit could suggest some households 
are at risk of over-stretching their borrowing. 

In August, the annual growth rate in consumer 
credit was in double digits, at 10 per cent, before 
slowing to 9.8 per cent in September and 9.5 per 
cent in October, then 9.1 per cent in November. 

Floward Archer, chief economic adviser for EY 
ITEM Club, said: “ It remains to be seen just how 
much effect the Bank of England’s interest rate hike 
at the start of November has in dampening impact 
on consumers’ willingness to borrow. 

“While the increase was just 25 basis points 
and interest rates are still at historically very low 
levels, there could well have been a significant 
psychological impact on potential borrowers given 
that it was the first interest rate hike since 2007. 

“It does appear that lenders have been reining 
in the amount of unsecured credit available to 
consumers and tightening their lending standards.” 

Fie said increased concerns over personal 
finances may be encouraging some consumers to 
be more cautious in their borrowing. 

Mr Archer added: “Flowever, the persistent 
squeeze on consumer purchasing power is likely 
continuing to fuel the need for some consumers to 
borrow.” 
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Slimming World 


loin a warm and friendly 
group near you today... 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Ellesmere Town Hall 

3-4 Willow Street, Ellesmere 
Meetings at: 9.00am, 5.15pm and 7.15pm 
Contact Yvonne on 07939 475426 

EVERY FRIDAY MORNING 
9.15 WEM TOWN HALL 

slimmingworld.co.uk 

0344 897 8000 R ® 
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X Factor's Brenda is 
the nicest star in town 



Sexism, ageism, 
religion - no other 
musical covers 
so many topics 


S he’s not in the least sniffy 
about her X Factory past. 
Brenda Edwards is thrilled 
that her ITV success 
helped catapult her into 
the world of entertainment 
- so that she still gets great roles now, 
though it’s a dozen years since her 
appearance on the second series of 
the show, back in 2005. 

Brenda’s life changed forever when she entered The X 
Factor in 2005. She was the last woman standing in the 
semi-finals and left the audience and judges spellbound 
week after week before signing up for a 27-date X Factor 
UK arena tour. 

The ultimate acceptance by the public 
came when Brenda was presented with 
the Screen Nation Award in 2007 for 
Favourite Reality TV Star, which was a 
people’s choice award. 

In 2006, Brenda was snapped up 
to play Mama Morton in Chicago the 
Musical in the West End. She received 
such great acclaim for her portrayal 
of the prison warden that she was 
asked back to play the role again after 
appearing in the 10th anniversary 
gala performance. 

In 2007, Brenda created the 
role of Pearl Pastor in Carmen 
Jones at the Royal Festival 
Flail, performing with both 
the London and Royal 
Philharmonic orchestras. 

“It’s been an interesting 
ride,” she says, a master 
of understatement. 

She’s on the road now 
with Flairspray, calling 
in at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre from 
Monday to March 3. 

“It’s an amazing feeling to 
be part of the show. It’s a great 
cast. It’s nice to have fun and 
everybody is so supportive. That’: 
what’s needed when you’re on the 
road and away from your family at 
home. It’s nice that we all get on 
and we have fun.” 

The action in Flairspray is set 
in Baltimore in 1962 where Tracy 
Turnblad, a big girl with big hair 
and an even bigger heart, is on a 
mission to follow her dreams and 
dance her way onto national TV. 

Tracy’s audition makes her a local 
star and soon she is using her 
new-found fame to fight for equality, 
bagging local heartthrob Link Larkin 
along the way. The show features the 
hit songs Welcome To The 60s, You 
Can’t Stop The Beat, The Nicest Kids 
in Town and many more. 

Brenda says: “It’s an amazing 
feel-good show, but the things we’re 
talking about are anything but feel¬ 
good. It was a time of racism and 
oppression but the musical doesn’t 
shove that down your throat. 

“There’s an underlying message 
there which is serious and poignant, 
whether it’s to do with sexism, ageism, 
religion or anything else. There is no other 
musical that covers so many topics. 

“I’ve wanted to play this part for a 
long time. I auditioned for the West End, 
but I wasn’t ready at the time because 


I was fresh from The X Factor. I wasn’t 
successful then but it meant that I could 
go away and grow and come back with 
a real understanding of how to play the 
character. I hope I’ve achieved that. 

“It’s such a great role. She’s very 
similar to me. I identify with her. The way 
she speaks her mind and she’s a fighter 
and a strong lady. She has some amazing 
songs. I’m very lucky to be playing her.” 

She is respectful of the way The X 
Factor changed her career. It gave her 
a platform and she’s used that to keep 
moving forward. “I didn’t even know what I 
was looking to get out of it. I didn’t think I’d 
win it or get as far as the live shows, to be 
honest. Flaving gone on the show and been 
in that bubble - and that’s what it is - it’s easy 
to be confused once you come out because 
you are just shielded from the outside world. 

“It’s only when you come out and are on 
your own that you have to have this strong 
determination to put it behind you and decide 
where to go next. I just kept singing in clubs 
and doing lots of gigs. 

“I was in it for 11 weeks until the semi finals. 

I do believe I was one of the lucky ones. But 
you make your own luck and destiny. I wasn’t put 
straight in for Chicago. I had to audition and I had five 
auditions for one role. It was very daunting. That was 
more frightening for me than my X Factor auditions.” 

Away from the stage, Brenda has faced battles of her 
own after being diagnosed with breast cancer. She 
made the brave decision to go public about that in the 
hope that her victory against the disease might inspire 
others. 


Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Shropshire Star every Friday. 


“I didn’t hide the breast cancer away because I wanted 
to be somebody that could try to help somebody else 
out there. That’s why I came out there. I was aware that 
people would see me as someone in the public eye. I 
wanted to raise awareness for the cancer. I went through 
it when I was on the Flairspray tour the last time. That’s 
another reason why I wanted to come back this time. It 
was such a strong network of support for me. 

“I felt my breast and it turned out it was that. I caught it 
early and had chemo and it’s not nice, it’s horrible, I have 
side effects but I’m alive. I am thankful every single day. 
That’s what makes me want to do this show. You don’t 
know when your time will be up. I want to spread the joy 
and happiness. I want to help others. I want to empower 
others.” 
















College will host annual lambing day 


North Shropshire College is planning 
for the annual Spring Lambing Day 
event which takes place at the Walford 
Campus. 

This year the fun-filled event will 
take place on Sunday, March 25, from 
10.30am to 4.30pm with tickets costing 
just £10 per car/family on foot. 

The college has a large flock of ewes 
to lamb over the weeks leading up to the 
day. 

In addition to the lambs which are 
stars of the show, the event offers a 
variety of fantastic attractions for families 
to take part in. 

On the farm, visitors will be able to 
watch futuristic robotic milking machine 


in action, along with the farm animals 
being fed. 

This year there will also be a lamb 
cuddle corner and a pony club equine 
display. 

The event will also see the grand 
unveiling of the college’s new milk 
vending machine by a VIP guest at 
11.30am. 

The fun doesn’t stop there, on the 
adjacent side of the campus there will be 
a range of exciting activities taking place 
ensuring everyone can join in. There 
will be live music in the walled garden, 
face painting, a climbing wall and the 
Walford Zoo will be open where alpacas, 
meerkats, reptiles and marmoset 


monkeys are all located. Refreshments 
will be available to purchase, however 
visitors are welcome to bring a picnic if 
desired. 

Lucy Evans, marketing and customer 
service manager at the college, said: 

“The day offers a wonderful and 
affordable experience with a wide range 
of activities to take part in suitable for all 
the family. 

“Visitors can expect to see lots of 
lambs and every year there are new 
lambs arriving for those lucky to be in the 
right place at the right time. We can’t wait 
to build on the previous years’ success 
and are looking forward to another fun- 
filled Spring Lambing Day.” 



Talented youngsters 
set to hit the riaht note 


A youth music festival has 
grown so much it has 
had to extend into a fifth 
day. This year’s Oswestry 
Youth Music Festival has 
attracted a record-breaking 
450 contestants, with more schools 
taking part and extra competitions 
launched. 

Competitions will include music from Baroque to songs 
from the shows with instruments from the drums to the 
church organ. 

The event is held each year around St David’s Day and 
this year runs from Wednesday next week to March 4. 
Competition and performances are held in three venues, 
Christchurch, Holy Trinity and the Methodist Church, all 
within the town centre. The finals and winners’ concert 
will be held at 2pm on March 4 in Christchurch. 

Chairman, Councillor Paul Milner, congratulated Sue 
Turner, event organiser, for continuing to make the festival 
a huge success. “The number of schools taking part has 
increased considerably and it is particularly good to see 
so many entries from Oswestry’s Marches School,” he 
said. 

“As the festival has been growing each year, we are 
now introducing an extra day so that we can fit all the 
classes in.” 

Mrs Turner said that several new classes had been 
introduced for 2018. 

These included classes for musical theatre ensemble, 
church organ, drum kit with backing track, and a baroque 
piano solo. 

Festival organisers have announced Keira Kendall- 
Taylor, a Year 5 pupil from Bellan House, as the winner of 
a competition to find a logo for this year’s event. 



More than 70 children entered the competition and the flute. Paul Milner said: “Keira’s design was chosen 

Keira’s design was the one that caught the judge’s eye. because of its clarity and the way it epitomises the 

Keira is entering the festival with her instrument, festival.” 


* TICKETS are selling well for the 
forthcoming Whittington Music Festival. 
This year’s festival runs from May 15 
to May 20 and will see 15 international 
musicians perform. 

The festival will comprise six concerts 
on an all-British theme. Chairman Rob 
Greaves said: “The bookable numbered 
seating is mostly sold on some nights. 
So get online soon, and don’t forget that 
the early-bird deal on Whole-Festival 
Passes expires at the end of this month 
when the price goes up to £80 - still a 
£10 saving on the full six-concert price. 
There are other ways of buying tickets, 
of course, and you can find details on 
the website. On the website you’ll also 
find an updated list of our artists, and 


NOTICE BOARD 


details of a programme change on 
Saturday, May 19. It costs a lot to stage 
a world-class festival like ours, so we are 
holding a benefit concert to raise funds. 
The excellent ‘Scholars and Gentlemen’ 
chamber choir, based at St Oswald’s 
Oswestry, will be presenting Music of the 
Chapel Royal 1500 to 1700 on Saturday, 
March 17 at 7.30pm in Whittington 
Church. Tickets at £10 are available 
from Rowanthorn in Oswestry or from 
Rosie and Lawrence Mortimer on (01691) 
657986. It promises to be a wonderful 
evening and you will be supporting the 


festival by attending. Finally, to get into 
festival mood, don’t miss Kinokulture’s 
screening of ‘4’ on Wednesday, March 
14. This award-winning documentary 
follows the renowned Quatuor Ebene 
string quartet on their European tour. It 
offers glorious music as well as behind- 
the-scenes tensions usually hidden 
from their admiring audiences. The 
film’s director, Daniel Kutschinski, will be 
present to answer questions.” 

* SUPPORTERS of Llanfechain Show 
are to hold another all-day second hand 
book sale to celebrate World Book Day. 
The event will be held on St David’s Day 
on March 1. It takes place at Llanfechain 
Memorial Hall from 10am to 4pm to raise 
funds for the 2018 show. With over one 


thousand books including best sellers, 
literature prize winners, reference, and 
coffee table glossies, there is definitely 
something for all tastes. Open from 
10am, refreshments will be served until 
4.00pm, with time to browse, chat and 
enjoy a coffee and home-made cake. For 
more information contact (01691) 828077 
or (01691) 828614. 

* WESTON Rhyn and District 
Gardening Club is presenting an evening 
with Nick Hamilton at the Marches 
School in Oswestry on April 11. The 
event will be called “Must Have Summer 
Perennials” and the event starts at 7pm 
for 7.30pm. Tickets are £10 and are 
available from Rowanthorn in Oswestry 
or (01691) 778521 


Coming soon, 


Roaring fun as dinosaurs return 


Take cover, the dinosaurs are 
coming and they're heading 
our way 

After a successful tour in 
2017, Shrewsbury will see the 
return of So You Think You 
Know about Dinosaurs starring 
Doctor Ben Garrod which will 
open at Theatre Severn on 
March 1. 

Dinosaur aficionado Doctor 
Ben Garrod stars in this show 
which will take audiences on an exciting pre-historic adventure 
through an interactive, educational and highly entertaining 
show, 

With the help of TV film footage from BBC's 'Planet 
Dinosaur' and photos of his own palaeontological dinosaur 
digs, he will share all there is to know about dinosaurs, 

Dr Garrod is an English evolutionary biologist, primatologist 
and broadcaster and a teaching fellow at Anglia Ruskin 
University. He completed a doctorate at University College 
London and the Zoological Society of London, Ben has 
presented several television shows, including Attenborough 
and the Giant Dinosaur with Sir David Attenborough, Hyper 
Evolution: Rise of the Robots for BBC Four and The Day the 
Dinosaurs Died on BBC Two, He also presented his own 
award-winning six-part series for the BBC called Secrets of 
Bones, 

This live show will talk audiences through the deadliest 
predators that ever roamed the planet 65 million years ago 
such as Tyrannosaurus rex, Allosaurus and Spinosaurus, 


Call out to young soloists 


Llangollen International 
Musical Eisteddfod is calling 
on young soloists to enter a 
competition for a shot at a 
prestigious title. 

Youngsters are being urged 
to enter by March 2 to be in 
with a chance of winning the 
Pendine International Voice 
of the Future at the 2018 
international event. 

Soprano Sian Dicker, 27, who has been crowned tie 
winner before, has admitted the title has boosted her career 
aspirations to become a leading opera singer. Organisers say 
entries are already flooding in for the prestigious competition, 
which will see some of the world's best young singers 
compete for the Pendine Trophy and a first prize of £6,000, 
along with two runner-up prizes of £2,000, 

Every year Llangollen welcomes around 4,000 international 
performers and as many as 50,000 visitors to the week-long 
festival of music and dance, 

Among the highlights of the week is the prestigious Pendine 
International Voice of the Future competition, which showcases 
young talent alongside other gifted global performers, 

Following her experience last year, Sian, from Trowbridge in 
Wiltshire, said: "The Pendine International Voice of the Future 
competition is the perfect platform for aspiring soloists to 
launch or accelerate their musical careers," 

Entries for the 2018 competition will close on Friday, March 
2, and hopefuls can apply on the Eisteddfod participants' 
website http://eisteddfodcompetitions,co.uk/, 


Spring into big steam gala 


Locomotives spanning the centuries will star at this year's 
Severn Valley Railway Spring Steam Gala, 

From a scrapyard 'no-hoper' to the last of its kind, a range 
of locos with real stories to tell 
will delight visitors to the gala, 
which will be staged from 
March 16 to 18, 

The railway's opening event 
will feature a range of visiting 
locomotives from across the 
country, which will be carrying 
out intensive passenger 
services, alongside many of 
the resident fleet of engines, 

Visitors will be able to 
experience attractions up and down the line, including a busy 
timetable of trains and autotrains running between stations into 
the evenings, as well as goods trains, The Coalyard Miniature 
Railway at Kidderminster and the Paddock Garden Railway will 
be in operation. Visitors will also be able to explore the Engine 
House Visitor Centre and Kidderminster Railway Museum, 
Haydock Foundry Bellerophon, appearing thanks to the 
Vintage Carriage Trust and Foxfield Railway, is one of the oldest 
steam locomotives to be seen in action across the world. 
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All Together Now 

7.15pm 

More singers try to impress the 100 
judges and claim one of the last spots 
in the Grand Final, and one hopeful 
dares to tackle judge Geri Horner’s 
greatest hit, It’s Raining Men. 



Hugh’s Wild West 

6pm 

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall extensive 
wildlife tour continues as he visits 
Dorset, where the mild climate has 
provided all kinds of creatures with 
ideal habitat conditions. 



The Chase 

5pm 

Bradley Walsh presents as four 
contestants answer general knowledge 
questions and work as a team to take 
on ruthless quiz genius the Chaser and 
secure a cash prize. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty 6.10 The Aquabats! Super 
Show! 6.35 Dino Dana 6.50 Super 4 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story 
7.05 Marvel’s Avengers: Ultron 
Revolution 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! Two hours of 
children’s fun. 

7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
Cat and mouse adventures. (R) 

7.50 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel and Becky 

Show. Bagel and Becky get into a fight. 

(R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 
Adventures with the Scooby gang. (R) 

9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 

9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 

Gloria Hunniford and Francesco Mazzei 
join James in his kitchen, where creme 
brulee, pan-fried salmon, and carrot 
and coriander soup are on the menu. 
Last in the series. 

11.25 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield and 
Holly Willoughby preside as the seven 
remaining pro-celebrity couples 
compete for a place on next week’s 
show, and Camila Cabello performs her 
new single. (R) 

1.20 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

1.30 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Ireland 
v Wales (Kick-off 2.15pm). All the action 
from both teams’ third match of the 
championship, held at the Aviva 
Stadium. 

4.30 ITV News and Weather. 

4.50 ITV News Central; Weather. 

5.00 The Chase. Quiz show, hosted by 

Bradley Walsh. (R) 

6.00 Take Me Out: 10th Anniversary 
Special. A special edition of the 
matchmaking show, in which Paddy 
McGuinness switches the men and 
women around, with female celebrities 
seeking the approval of a panel of 
returning Romeos. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. 

New series. The entertainers return with 
their weekend variety show, featuring a 
show-opening performance by Kylie 
Minogue. Plus, Amanda Holden falls 
victim to an Undercover prank. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The coaches begin the 
process of refining their teams, as the 
Battle phase gets under way and the 
contestants take part in the first round 
of head-to-head studio performances. 

9.50 Through the Keyhole. Keith Lemon 
challenges Jonathan Ross, Melanie 
Sykes and Ashley Banjo to guess which 
celebrity abodes he has invaded this 
week. Last in the series. 

10.45 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

11.05 FILM: Lethal Weapon 4 (1998). The 
mismatched LAPD detectives hunt 
down the head of a triad gang involved 
in forgery and slave trading. Action 
adventure, starring Mel Gibson, Danny 
Glover and Rene Russo. 

1.30 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Babushka. Game show hosted by 

Rylan Clark-Neal in which contestants 
open a set of giant Russian nesting 
dolls, with some empty and others 
containing prizes up to £10,000. (R) 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 

10.00 Live Winter Olympics 201 8 . Clare 

Balding presents coverage of the latest 
events on day 15 in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, including coverage of the 
women’s bronze medal curling match. 

12.00 Football Focus. A look ahead to this 
afternoon’s Premier League fixtures, 
including Liverpool v West Ham United 
at Anfield and Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Swansea City at the Amex Stadium. 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Live Winter Olympics 201 8 . Clare 
Balding and Hazel Irvine present 
coverage of day 15 in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, including curling, ice 
hockey, and speed skating. 

4.00 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 

Scotland v England (Kick-off 4.45pm). 
John Inverdale is at Murrayfield to 
introduce coverage of the Calcutta Cup 
encounter, as both teams play their 
third match of the championship. 

7.00 BBC News. 

7.10 Midlands Today; Weather. 

7.15 All Together Now. More singers try to 
impress the 100 judges and claim one 
of the last spots in the Grand Final, and 
one hopeful dares to tackle judge Geri 
Horner’s greatest hit, It’s Raining Men. 

8.20 Casualty. Ethan is stunned when 

hospital administrators reveal the ED’s 
budget is in a poor state, and as he 
struggle to balance the books, he 
begins to compromise care for his 
patients. Determined to do what is best 
for those in his care, he makes an 
unpopular decision. Meanwhile, Glen 
becomes uncomfortable with the idea 
that his daughter doesn’t share his 
surname, and decides the best course 
of action is to propose to Robyn. 
However, his decidedly unromantic 
gesture has predictably bad results. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. Helen and Paris 
reach Troy, and discover news of their 
illicit elopement has arrived ahead of 
them. Rulers Priam and Hecuba 
engage in an agonising debate over 
whether to send Helen back to her 
husband, or face the consequences of 
defiance. Meanwhile, in Sparta, 
Menelaus and his brother Agamemnon 
marshal the Greek forces in preparation 
of an invasion of Troy. Notable in his 
absence is Odysseus, king of Ithaca, 
but is he really as ill as he claims to be? 
Historical epic, starring Louis Hunter, 
David Threlfall, Frances O’Connor and 
Joseph Mawle. 

10.10 BBC News; National Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest Premier 
League matches, including Liverpool v 
West Ham United at Anfield and 
Leicester City v Stoke City at the King 
Power Stadium. 

11.55 Live Winter Olympics 201 8 . Radzi 

Chinyanganya presents coverage of the 
opening events on day 16 in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, which 
includes curling, bobsleigh, and ice 
hockey. 

3.30 Live Winter Olympics 201 8 . Radzi 
Chinyanganya presents continued 
coverage of the opening events on day 
16 in PyeongChang, South Korea, 
which includes curling, bobsleigh, and 
ice hockey. 


BBC2 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics 201 8 . Eilidh 

Barbour presents coverage of the latest 
events on day 15 in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, which includes the men’s 
curling gold medal match. 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live. TV presenter 

Davina McCall joins host Michel Roux Jr 
in the studio, where she samples dishes 
prepared by Robin Gill and Pam 
Brunton. Oily Smith picks the wines. 

11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort Food. Si 
King and Dave Myers prepare dishes 
for cold weather. (R) 

12.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. Continued 
coverage of the latest events on day 15 
in PyeongChang, South Korea, 
including curling and ice hockey. 

1.15 Escape to the Country. Alistair 
Appleton helps a couple in 
Leicestershire. 

2.00 Italy’s Invisible Cities. Alexander 

Armstrong and Dr Michael Scott explore 
the hidden side of Florence, and 
uncover the history of the birthplace of 
the Italian renaissance. Last in the 
series. (R) 

3.00 Nigel Slater’s Middle East. The writer 
visits Iran, starting in Tehran, where 
despite the boom in fast food outlets 
the dishes of the past still have a place 
in the hearts and culture of the people. 
Last in the series. (R) 

4.00 Trust Me, I’m a Doctor. Michael Mosley 
teams up with Olympic athletes to 
bone-strengthening exercises. Last in 
the series. (R) 

4.30 Final Score. A round-up of this 
afternoon’s football results. 

5.30 Tom Kerridge: Lose Weight for Good. 
The chef takes the group of dieters on a 
river cruise to celebrate their weight 
loss. Last in the series. (R) 

6.00 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 

Whittingstall is in Dorset, where he visits 
Portland Bird Observatory to help 
monitor migrating blackcaps and 
wheatears. 

7.00 Winter Olympics - Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of the 15th day’s action in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, which 
included snowboarding, alpine skiing, 
and four-man bobsleigh. 

8.00 David Attenborough’s Natural 

Curiosities. Footage of animals that 
have unusual means of finding their 
way around, including dung beetles 
that navigate by the sun and moon and 
pigeons with remarkable memories. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring seizes the 
chance to contribute to the war effort by 
guarding a captured German U-boat 
crew. Guest starring Philip Madoc. (R) 

9.00 Judi Dench: All the World’s Her Stage. 
Billy Connolly, Samantha Bond, Daniel 
Craig and Ian McKellen are among 
those reminiscing about the veteran 
actress in this celebration of her 60-year 
career. (R) 

10.00 FILM: Philomena (2013). A 

disillusioned political journalist helps a 
woman find the child that was forcibly 
taken from her in the 1950s. Fact-based 
drama, with Judi Dench and Steve 
Coogan. 

11.30 FILM: Strawberry Fields (2012). 

Drama, starring Anna Madeley. 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

1.00 BBC News. 


Saturday 



Britain at Low Tide 

8pm 

Tori Herridge visits Dorset to tell 
the story of the world’s first aircraft 
carriers, and perhaps catch a 
glimpse of a elusive Iron Age 
monument. 



Britannia: Secrets of the Royal 
Yacht 

8pm 

Part one of two. Rob Bell examines 
iconic ships that have played significant 
roles in Britain’s maritime and cultural 
history. 


Channel 4 


6.20 Mobil 1 The Grid. Including an insight 
into the Daytona 24 Hour. 

6.45 3rd Rock from the Sun. Dick feels 
lonely without Dr Albright. (R) 

7.10 The King of Queens. Doug and Carrie 
go to a baseball game. (R) 

7.35 The King of Queens. Doug and Carrie 
throw a dinner party. (R) 

8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. Debra 
gives Ray cause for concern. (R) 

8.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. Debra 
tries to find out why Robert is grumpy. 

(R) 

9.00 Frasier. The Crane brothers’ social 
standing grows. (R) 

9.30 Frasier. The shrink turns interior 
designer. (R) 

10.00 Frasier. Guest starring Elvis Costello. 

(R) 

10.30 The Big Bang Theory. Penny becomes 
addicted to an online game. (R) 

11.00 The Big Bang Theory. Raj is named 

one of People magazine’s “30 to Watch 
Under 30”. (R) 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. Sheldon is 
forced to overcome his fear of driving. 

(R) 

12.00 The Simpsons. Homer and Marge seek 
a better life. (R) 

12.30 The Simpsons. Homer and Bart go 
rafting. (R) 

1.00 The Simpsons. Featuring the guest 
voice of Michelle Pfeiffer. (R) 

1.25 Come Dine with Me. Mother-of-two 
Anna hosts the first in a week of dinner 
parties in Swansea. (R) 

2.25 Coast vs Country. A couple moving 
back to the UK from France. (R) 

3.25 A Place in the Sun. Jonnie Irwin tries to 
help a couple buy a house in south 
Orlando. (R) 

4.30 The Secret Life of the Zoo. A power 
struggle emerges among the female 
chimpanzees. (R) 

5.35 The Supervet. A Newfoundland dog 
needs surgery for its bent front legs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Coastal Villages. 

Penelope discovers the seaside villages 
of Northumberland and the Scottish 
Borders, visiting the island of 
Lindisfarne, Low Newton, and the 
medieval village of Warkworth. 
Previously seen on More4. 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge visits 
Dorset to tell the story of the world’s first 
aircraft carriers, and perhaps catch a 
glimpse of a elusive Iron Age 
monument. 

9.00 FILM: The Take (2016). Premiere. A CIA 
agent enlists the help of a thief who has 
stolen top secret information to take 
down a sinister conspiracy. Action 
thriller, starring Idris Elba and Richard 
Madden. 

10.50 FILM: Dredd (2012). A law enforcer in a 
post-apocalyptic city must fight his way 
out of a tower block dominated by a 
ruthless crime lord. Sci-fi thriller, starring 
Karl Urban and Lena Headey. 

12.35 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 

(R) 

1.25 The Last Leg. Comic review of the 
significant moments of the past seven 
days. (R) 

2.20 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Glenn sets Esther 
up. (R) 

4.25 Coast vs Country. (R) 

5.20 Location, Location, Location. (R) 


Channel 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess 6.10 

Wissper 6.20 The Mr Men Show 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies 6.40 Mofy 6.45 Simon 
6.50 Simon 6.55 Peppa Pig 7.05 Paw 
Patrol 7.15 Thomas & Friends 7.30 
Fireman Sam 7.40 Oily the Little White 
Van 7.50 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines 8.20 Paw Patrol 8.35 Nella 
the Princess Knight 8.50 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective 9.05 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom 9.15 Shimmer and 
Shine 9.35 Digby Dragon 9.50 Peppa 
Pig 10.00 Peppa Pig 

10.05 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 

10.35 Pets Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

11.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.00 Police Interceptors. Rick Edwards and 
Ortis Deley join officers on the night 
shift. (R) 

I. 00 Police Interceptors. Officer deal with 

young, reckless drivers. (R) 

2.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. The 

officers try to recover £13,000 owed by 
a high-performance car dealer. (R) 

3.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. The 
agents chase £4,500 owed to a 
shipping company by a car parts 
dealer. (R) 

4.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away: Final 
Demand. An insight into the world of 
debt collection. (R) 

5.00 Rich House, Poor House. Families 
from Orpington and Bromley swap 
homes for a week. (R) 

6.00 The Wonderful World of Puppies. An 

insight into how very young pups begin 
to develop complex emotional 
responses to everything from 
relationships with litter-mates to their 
bond with humans. (R) 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. The 
singer sails the Danube on one of the 
most luxurious ships of its type, as she 
makes her first foray into the realms of 
the river cruise. (R) 

8.00 Britannia: Secrets of the Royal Yacht. 

Part one of two. Rob Bell examines 
iconic ships that have played significant 
roles in Britain’s maritime and cultural 
history, beginning with the Royal Yacht 
Britannia. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights from 
the weekend’s games, including 
Fulham v Wolverhampton Wanderers, 
Sunderland v Middlesbrough and 
Sheffield Wednesday v Aston Villa. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin Murray 
introduces all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in Leagues One and 
Two, including Wigan Athletic v 
Rochdale and Charlton Athletic v 
Shrewsbury Town. 

10.30 Britain’s Favourite Biscuit. Celebrities 
including Sally Lindsay and Joe Swash 
discuss beloved biscuits, before the 
nation’s favourite is revealed via a 
survey’s results. (R) 

II. 55 Cruising with Jane McDonald. The 

best bits of Jane’s trip along the 
Danube, which started in Budapest 
before crossing into Austria, then 
ending up in Germany. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 

3.10 GPs: Behind Closed Doors. (R) 

4.00 GPs: Behind Closed Doors. (R) 

4.45 House Doctor. (R) 
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Hold the Sunset 

7.30pm 

Edith turns 70, and Phil and Roger try 
to outshine each other with their gifts, 
while Roger also plots to ruin his 
mother’s new romance. Guest starring 
Joanna Scanlan and Anne Reid. 


Life And Death Row: The Mass 
Execution 

9pm 

An attorney tries to halt an execution, 
while the family of a prisoner claim 
that DNA testing will prove his 
innocence. 


Endeavour 

8pm 

A protest at a hair salon exposes 
escalating racial unrest in Oxford, and a 
murder at an Army base threatens to 
unveil long-held secrets within the 
regiment. 




Homeland 

9pm 

Wellington protects Keane, while 
O’Keefe continues to broadcast - and 
Carrie makes a discovery. Espionage 
drama, starring Claire Danes, Linus 
Roache and Elizabeth Marvel. 



Carabao Cup Final: Highlights 

8pm 

Arsenal v Manchester City. Colin Murray 
presents extended action from the 
showpiece match, as Arsene Wenger’s 
Gunners met Pep Guardiola’s men at 
Wembley Stadium. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 

7.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest Premier 
League matches, including Liverpool v 
West Ham United at Anfield and 
Leicester City v Stoke City at the King 
Power Stadium. (R) 

9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 

10.00 The Big Questions. Nicky Campbell 
presents moral and religious 
discussions on topical issues from Bath 
Spa University. 

11.00 Sunday Politics West Midlands. The 

week’s events at Westminster, 
presented by Sarah Smith. Including a 
regional round-up. 

12.15 Bargain Hunt. From Detling in Kent. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Wanted Down Under Revisited. Nicki 
Chapman catches up with Jessie 
Samra and Kevin Raison. 

2.00 Money for Nothing. Makeovers for a 
folding bed, a tired armchair and an 
easel. (R) 

2.45 Get Away for Winter. A Liverpool 

couple who want to rent a property in 
southern Spain. 

3.30 Songs of Praise. The origins of the St 
John Ambulance. 

4.05 Earth’s Natural Wonders. Cameras 

explore some of the most breathtaking 
places on earth, following the lives of 
some of the people who call these 
extraordinary places home. (R) 

5.05 Earth’s Natural Wonders. The 

relationships between animals and 
people living in some of the world’s 
most extraordinary natural wonders, 
including nomadic people in Siberia 
hunting herds of reindeer. (R) 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Midlands Today; Weather. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Helen 
Skelton present the show from 
Derbyshire, where they report on blood 
donation drop-ins for alpacas and a 
form of above ground potholing. 

7.30 Hold the Sunset. Edith turns 70, and 
Phil and Roger try to outshine each 
other with their gifts, while Roger also 
plots to ruin his mother’s new romance. 
Guest starring Joanna Scanlan and 
Anne Reid. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Barbara helps a 
pregnant mother-of-two whose 
husband has recently died, and is on 
hand to give her support when a further 
tragedy drives her and her children 
from their home. 

9.00 Strike - Career of Evil. Part one of a 
two-part adaptation of JK Rowling’s 
detective novel. Strike investigates 
potential suspects when Robin receives 
a severed leg in the post. Starring Tom 
Burke. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Midlands Today; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark Chapman 
presents action from the only Premier 
League clash of the day, as Manchester 
United hosted Chelsea at Old Trafford. 

11.15 FILM: Point Break (1991). An 
undercover FBI agent infiltrates a 
Californian surfing gang to investigate a 
spate of armed robberies. Kathryn 
Bigelow’s thriller, starring Keanu Reeves 
and Patrick Swayze. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

1.15 BBC News. 



6.00 Live Winter Olympics 201 8 . Eilidh 

Barbour presents coverage of the latest 
events on day 16 in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, which features the ladies 
30km mass start biathlon event. 

11.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018 Closing 
Ceremony. Clare Balding presents 
coverage as the 23rd Winter Olympics 
are officially brought to a close at 
Pyeongchang Olympic Stadium in 
South Korea. 

2.00 Live Athletics: Glasgow Indoor Grand 
Prix. Gabby Logan presents coverage 
of the meeting from Emirates Arena, 
where a host of world-class stars are 
expected to compete. 

5.30 Flog It! The team visits Greater 
Manchester, where items of interest 
include a ceramic tile, etchings by artist 
John Buckland-Wright and a gold 
necklace. (R) 

6.00 Back in Time for Tea. The Ellis family 
enjoys the new freedoms of the 1960s, 
from steak and chips and caravan 
holidays to muscle man competitions. 
Presented by Sara Cox and Polly 
Russell. (R) 

7.00 Winter Olympics - Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of the 16th and final day’s 
action in PyeongChang, South Korea, 
which included the four-man bobsleigh, 
curling and ice hockey. 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. Matt LeBlanc, 
Chris Harris and Rory Reid take a 
motorsports road trip across America’s 
Wild West, putting the latest V8 sports 
cars from McLaren, Jaguar and Ford 
through their paces. Back on the track, 
Rob Brydon is the Star in a Reasonably 
Fast Car. 

9.00 Life And Death Row: The Mass 

Execution. An attorney tries to halt an 
execution on the basis that the 
condemned man did not get a fair 
trial, while the family of a prisoner claim 
that DNA testing will prove his 
innocence. 

10.15 The Mash Report. Nish Kumar and a 

cast of comedy correspondents present 
the satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. Last in the series. (R) 

10.45 Top Gear: Extra Gear. New series. Rory 
Reid is joined by guests Sabine Schmitz 
and John Hennessey for a celebration 
of V8 engines, and takes a ride in a Mk 
1 GT40 with Le Mans champion Jackie 
Oliver. 

11.10 Cleverman. Nerida confronts Waruu, 
who refuses to give her daughter back. 
Koen plots to destroy the processing 
facility once and for all, and McIntyre 
goes in search of Charlotte. 

12.00 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 

Action from the third round of fixtures, 
which featured Scotland v England at 
Scotstoun Stadium, France v Italy at 
Stade Furiani, and Ireland v Wales at 
Donnybrook. 

12.30 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Uttoxeter in Staffordshire, 
chaired by David Dimbleby. (R) 

1.30 Sign Zone: Holby City. On her first 
night shift, a hungover Nicky must cope 
with an overbearing new registrar, while 
Fletch and Jac are thrust together on an 
overnight transplant case. (R) 

2.30 This Is BBC2. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC2. 



6.00 CITV: Sooty 6.10 The Aquabats! Super 
Show! 6.35 Dino Dana 6.50 Super 4 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story 
7.05 Marvel’s Avengers: Ultron 
Revolution 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! Two hours of 
children’s fun. 

7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

Cat and mouse adventures. (R) 

7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! The 

teenage superheroes fight to save the 
world. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. A piano teacher tangles with 
Bean. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Spy School. Evil GoldFist 
plans to make Britain’s daylight hours 
last for ever. 

9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 

9.25 I TV News. 

9.30 Love Your Garden. Alan Titchmarsh 
and his team create a dream garden in 
Durham. Last in the series. (R) 

10.00 Peston on Sunday. Political magazine. 

11.00 The Martin Lewis Money Show. Advice 
on children’s savings. (R) 

11.30 The Voice UK. The Battle phase gets 
under way. (R) 

12.45 I TV News and Weather; Weather. 

I. 00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. 

The entertainers return with their 
weekend variety show. (R) 

2.30 What Would Your Kid Do? Parents 
guess what their children will do in 
entertaining situations. (R) 

3.30 Tipping Point. Game show, hosted by 
Ben Shephard. (R) 

4.30 I TV News and Weather. 

4.50 ITV News Central; Weather. 

5.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. With 
Dominic Brunt, Wayne Sleep, Ricky 
Tomlinson and Charlotte Hawkins. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield and 

Holly Willoughby present fairytale week, 
as the remaining contestants perform 
fantastical routines. With a guest 
appearance from the cast of Disney on 
Ice. 

8.00 Endeavour. A protest at a hair salon 
exposes escalating racial unrest in 
Oxford, and a murder at an Army base 
threatens to unveil long-held secrets 
within the regiment. 

10.00 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political magazine, 
presented by Robert Peston, with 
Allegra Stratton. (R) 

II. 15 Six Nations Highlights. Action from the 

third round of the championship, 
featuring France v Italy at the Orange 
Velodrome, Ireland v Wales at the Aviva 
Stadium and Scotland v England at 
Twickenham. 

12.10 100 Year Old Driving School. Return of 
the documentary focusing on seasoned 
drivers. (R) 

12.35 Marcella. Return of the crime drama, 
starring Anna Friel. (R) 

1.25 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Take on the Twisters. Quiz show, 
presented by Julia Bradbury. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 

5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. Guests air their 
differences. (R) 


Channel 4 


6.15 The King of Queens. Doug thinks a 
waitress is attracted to him. (R) 

6.40 The King of Queens. Doug invites 
Spence over for Thanksgiving. (R) 

7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. Ray tries 
to help Debra. (R) 

7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. Robert 
quits the police. (R) 

8.00 Frasier. The shrink becomes jealous of 
a lifestyle guru. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. Martin worries he may not be 
Niles and Frasier’s father. (R) 

9.00 Frasier. Roz has a job interview. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. With Morwenna 
Banks, Geri Horner and Mark Stanley. 

12.30 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night 
Feast. Ashley Jensen learns to make 
authentic Umbrian pasta. (R) 

1.30 Jamie’s Quick & Easy Food. Jamie 
Oliver makes Asian fishcakes with a 
sweet and spicy glaze. (R) 

2.00 The Simpsons. Lisa makes a 

documentary about her family. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. Homer tries to fulfil his 
mother’s dying wish. (R) 

2.55 FILM: Tooth Fairy (2010). Family 
comedy, starring Dwayne Johnson. 

5.00 FILM: Ice Age: Continental Drift 

(2012). Animated comedy sequel, with 
the voice of Ray Romano. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Posh Pawn. James Constantinou 

meets a military vehicle enthusiast who 
hopes to sell an army tank, while 
designer handbag expert Claudia 
Valentin meets a man-about-town. (R) 

8.00 Hannibal’s Elephant Army: The New 
Evidence. Scientists search for traces 
of the Carthaginian general’s journey 
across the Alps with an army that 
included 37 elephants, traversing 
mountains and raging rivers. 

9.00 Homeland. Wellington protects Keane, 
while O’Keefe continues to broadcast - 
and Carrie makes a discovery. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Linus Roache and Elizabeth 
Marvel. 

10.10 Gogglebox. The fly-on-the-wall series 
turning the cameras on Britain’s most 
avid, opinionated and sharp-tongued 
TV viewers makes a welcome return. 

(R) 

11.05 FILM: Shutter Island (2010). A US 

marshal searching for an escaped 
patient at a hospital for the criminally 
insane uncovers sinister secrets. 
Mystery thriller, starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Mark Ruffalo. 

1.35 The World’s Most Expensive Food. 
The conclusion of the documentary 
following the companies who cater to 
Britain’s super-rich clients examines 
how competition for customers is 
driving innovation. (R) 

2.30 The Supervet. Noel tries to fix a cocker 
spaniel’s leg problems by fitting two 
bionic back feet, before launching a 
series of investigations into what is 
causing a cat to drag its leg. (R) 

3.25 Four Rooms with Sarah Beeny. Four 
high-profile dealers compete to 
purchase the public’s prized 
possessions. (R) 

4.15 KOTV Boxing Weekly. Action from 
around the world. 

4.40 Mobil 1 The Grid. Including an insight 
into the Daytona 24 Hour. (R) 

5.10 Coast vs Country. (R) 


Channel 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess 6.10 

Milkshake! Monkey 6.15 The Secret 
Life of Puppies 6.20 The Mr Men Show 
6.35 Mofy 6.40 Simon 6.45 Peppa Pig 
6.50 Paw Patrol 7.05 Thomas & 

Friends 7.15 Fireman Sam 7.25 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines 7.55 Paw 
Patrol 8.10 Nellathe Princess Knight 

8.25 Noddy: Toyland Detective 8.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom 8.55 
Shimmer and Shine 9.10 Digby Dragon 
9.30 Peppa Pig 

9.40 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Part two 
of two. Raph tries to persuade Mona 
Lisa and Bishop to work together. (R) 

10.05 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Highlights from the weekend’s games 
in the Championship. (R) 

11.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. All the goals 
from the weekend’s games in Leagues 
One and Two. (R) 

11.35 FILM: The Bridge at Remagen (1969). 

Second World War adventure, starring 
George Segal. 

I. 50 FILM: A Bridge Too Far (1977). Fact- 

based Second World War drama, with 
Dirk Bogarde. 

5.05 FILM: Where Eagles Dare (1968). 

Second World War adventure, with 
Richard Burton and Clint Eastwood. 

8.00 Carabao Cup Final: Highlights. 

Arsenal v Manchester City. Colin Murray 
presents extended action from the 
showpiece match, as Arsene Wenger’s 
Gunners met Pep Guardiola’s men at 
Wembley Stadium. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 FILM: Trainwreck (2015). Premiere. A 
journalist who lives her life by the 
maxim that monogamy does not work 
has second thoughts when she falls for 
an interviewee. Comedy, with Amy 
Schumer and Bill Hader. 

10.00 5 News Update. 

10.05 FILM: Trainwreck (2015). Concluded. 

II. 35 FILM: Sex Tape (2014). A couple try to 

spice up their marriage by filming 
themselves having sex, but then have to 
stop anyone from seeing the footage. 
Comedy, with Cameron Diaz and Jason 
Segel. 

1.15 SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance 
to take part in live interactive gaming, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.10 Cowboy Builders. Alison Cork and Dan 
Lobb visit the home of Kay and Richard 
in Glamorgan, South Wales, which has 
a wobbly toilet, a hole in the bedroom 
wall, and damp in the spare bedroom. 

(R) 

4.00 My Mum’s Hotter Than Me! 

Documentary about people who will 
stop at nothing to outdo their children 
or grandchildren in the fashion and 
beauty stakes. (R) 

4.45 House Doctor. Ann Maurice visits 
Staffordshire to show how to make 
small rooms seem bigger, while in 
Glasgow she reveals how to create a 
home that appeals to potential buyers. 
(R) 

5.10 Divine Designs. Paul Binski explores 
two striking missionary churches that 
reflect the High Church style of 
architecture. (R) 

5.35 Wildlife SOS. The work of volunteers 
treating sick, injured and orphaned 
animals at a wildlife sanctuary. (R) 
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32 NEWS IN BRIEF 

RSPCA calls 
for air gun 
licensing 

CALLS have been made for mandatory 
licensing of air guns after the RSCPA re¬ 
vealed they have received 4,500 calls in 
five years about attacks on animals. 

The West Midlands had the highest 
number of calls about attacks in 2017 - 
54, with 11 of those attacks happening in 
Shropshire. 

In Wrexham, there were reports of 17 
incidents since 2012, and 10 in Powys. 
Overall, Wales received 70 reports in 
2017, and since 2012, a total of 404 re¬ 
ports were made to the charity. 

The animal welfare charity will give 
the recommendation of mandatory licens¬ 
ing as part of a submission to the Govern¬ 
ment’s current review of the regulation 
of air weapons. On average the charity 
has received 900 calls a year since 2013 
regarding incidents of animals being tar¬ 
geted by people using air weapons. 

They now want to see England and 
Wales follow the lead of Scotland, where 
air gun owners and users have been re¬ 
quired to have a licence from January 1. 

David Bowles, RSPCA assistant direc¬ 
tor of external affairs, said: “The review 
around the regulation of air weapons is 
welcomed by the RSPCA and we hope 
our submission to the Government will 
help demonstrate the scale of calls to us 
every year and remind the Government 
it is important to protect animals as well 
as people. 

“The RSPCA has long been calling for 
stricter controls over air guns as well as 
better education and explanation of the 
law for those buying one.” 

Arson attacks 
top 2,000 
over 10 years 

THERE have been more than 2,000 re¬ 
ports of arson in Shropshire in the last 
10 years. 

New figures from a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation request to West Mercia Police 
have revealed there were 2,036 reports 
of arson in the county between January 
2008 and December last year. 

There has been a steady decrease in 
the number of arson reports across the 
county. In 2016 there were 165 reports 
across the county, 142 in 2015 and 161 
in 2014. This compares to 287 reports in 
2008, 238 in 2009 and 280 in 2010. 

Telford was the area in the county with 
the most reports of arson in the past 10 
years, with 1,072 reports. Last year there 
were 109 reports in the town. 

Meanwhile, there were 385 reports of 
arson in Shrewsbury in the last 10 years, 
24 of which were last year. In Oswestry 
there have been 165 reports of arson over 
the past 10 years, 74 in Bridgnorth, 57 in 
Market Drayton, 55 in Shifnal, 47 in Lud¬ 
low, 38 in Newport, 36 in Whitchurch, 33 
in Wem, 18 in Ellesmere, 15 in Craven 
Arms, 14 in Much Wenlock, 13 in Bish¬ 
op’s Castle, seven in Church Stretton and 
seven in Cleobury Mortimer. 

Thousands enjoy 
visits to gardens 

MORE than 8,000 visitors were wel¬ 
comed to gardens in Powys in 2017 with 
£46,000 raise for charity in the process. 

The money was raised in the 90th an¬ 
niversary year of the National Garden 
Scheme. 

Hurdley Hall was one of the new gar¬ 
dens opened as part of the scheme and 
the owners were delighted with how the 
new scheme had gone in 2017. 

The owners said: “We’d worked on 
our garden at Hurdley Hall, near Mont¬ 
gomery, for the past 10 years and as it 
improved, people started to suggest that 
we should open to the public. We’d visited 
lots of NGS gardens locally and thought 
it might be a great challenge so we asked 
Susan Paynton, our local NGS contact, to 
visit us. 

“She was so positive and enthusiastic, 
we agreed there and then to open our gar¬ 
den the following year.” 


Plea to help prickly visitors as numbers decline 



WILDLIFE groups in Shropshire have spo¬ 
ken of their alarm at new research suggesting 
hedgehog numbers have halved since the turn 
of the century. 

In rural areas, the expansion of settlements 
and road networks have been named as some 
of the reasons behind the decline, revealed by 
the State of Britain’s Hedgehogs 2018 report. 

Advice has now been given on how peo¬ 
ple can make their gardens more hedge- 
hog-friendly - or risk seeing them all but 
disappear from the countryside. 

It is a more positive picture for the prickly 
garden visitor in urban areas, where numbers 
have fallen by a third since 2000 but rates of 
decline have slowed. 

The new report is the result of a partner¬ 
ship forged between the British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society, based at Clee Hill, near 
Ludlow, and the People’s Trust for Endan¬ 
gered Species. 

The two groups have collaborated to form 
campaign group Hedgehog Street to educate 
people about what they can do to help stop the 
hedgehog population declining even further. 

Fay Vass, chief executive of BHPS, said: 
“The urban numbers give us some optimism - 
since Hedgehog Street was set up in 2011 we 
have started to see the decline slowing down. 
Now we are going to focus on this rural prob¬ 
lem. 

“Ensuring hedgehogs can access gardens is 
important. They will travel one to two miles 
in a night, so they need to get into a lot of 
gardens. 


“Putting a small hole at the bottom of your 
fence or wall will mean that hedgehogs can not 
only get into your garden, but it helps open 
up a network.” Ms Vass said leaving food and 
water out for the nocturnal guests was an¬ 
other great way to help - and said their fa¬ 
vourite dishes were meaty cat and dog food. 

She added: “Farmers play a vital role in 
managing the landscape so we are planning 
to engage with the farming community.” The 


BHPS also has a nationwide directory of 700 
hedgehog carers ready to take in any who are 
ill or injured. Anyone finding one in their gar¬ 
den in need of some care is advised to bring 
them into the warm and give the society a call 
to find the nearest volunteer. 

Shropshire’s poorly hedgehogs can also be 
taken in by projects such as Cuan Wildlife Res¬ 
cue in Much Wenlock. 

The centre helped 910 of the creatures in 


2017, and said it had noticed a significant in¬ 
crease in the number it was treating over the 
last decade. 

Assistant manager Claire Evans said: “This 
sounds like the population is greater, but ac¬ 
tually it shows that more people are aware of 
their plight and also that more of them are 
getting sick. It is down to habitat loss - hous¬ 
ing estates are going up, hedgerows are being 
taken away, and there are roads everywhere.” 


Darren to tell conference 
of his inspirational journey 



Darren Edwards has enjoyed a remarkable recovery after suffering serious injuries in a rock climbing accident 



Darren Edwards during his rehab work at the hospital Darren Edwards being rescued after his serious rock climbing accident 


Report by Dominic Robertson 

A MAN who suffered substantial 
injuries in a rock climbing acci¬ 
dent will be telling the inspira¬ 
tional story of his recovery. 

Darren Edwards, 27, who lives in 
Shrewsbury, broke his back in the ac¬ 
cident in August 2016, leaving him in¬ 
stantly paralysed from the chest down 
and changing his life forever. 

Now, the long process on his road to re¬ 
habilitation, which has ultimately seen him 
become a member of the GB kayaking team, 
is proving an inspiration for others in a sim¬ 
ilar situation. 

His story, which he was encouraged to 
start writing during his five-month stay 
at the Midland Centre for Spinal Injuries 
(MCSI) in Oswestry, is a moving and hon¬ 
est account of the day-to-day challenge of 
trying to come to terms with a life-changing 
injury. 

Darren’s story, Strength Through Adver¬ 
sity, has also become a charity which looks 
to improve the opportunities for people to 
take part in sport in Shropshire. 

He is keen to raise awareness of spinal 
injuries and is speaking at the ‘Surviving 
Spinal Injury - The Journey’ event, being 
held at the Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt 
Orthopaedic Hospital in Oswestry on March 
15. 

Serious 

He said: “I was rock climbing in North 
Wales with a friend when I was involved in 
a serious fall and broke my back in the pro¬ 
cess of landing precariously on a cliff edge. 

“Flying by coastguard helicopter to the 
nearest trauma unit that day, I knew that I 
had to be prepared for an uphill battle to re¬ 
cover and to rehabilitate from a life-chang¬ 
ing injury. 

“I am determined to raise awareness 
about spinal injuries, my charity and how it 
is helping people in Shropshire. 

“So when Lanyon Bowdler solicitors, who 
are organising the conference, got in touch 
and asked if I would be willing to attend the 
event as one of the speakers I was pleased 
to accept. 

“It gives me the opportunity to return to 
the hospital in Oswestry where I spent so 
much time during my recovery. 

“It is also important to emphasise how 
vital it is to stay positive. When I was in 
hospital there were people who had suf¬ 
fered more severe injuries than myself, and 
it made me appreciate how fortunate I had 
been. You have to keep cracking on and em¬ 
brace the future as a new opportunity.” 

The conference will bring leading experts 
in the field of spinal injuries together to dis¬ 


cuss the path from injury through to diagnosis 
and rehabilitation. The list of speakers at the 
event includes Professor El-Masri, a pioneer be¬ 
hind the Midland Centre for Spinal Injuries at 
the hospital and senior consultants. 

Mr Joy Chowdhury, Clinical Lead for the Mid¬ 
land Centre for Spinal Injuries (MCSI), said: 
“With us being one of the leading specialist 
centres in the country, I’m delighted that the 
conference will be taking place here at RJAH. 


Mr Kumar, Mr Osman and I will be speaking on 
various aspects of management of spinal cord 
injury and how we continue to be at the cut¬ 
ting edge of treatment and rehabilitation for 
patients with spinal cord injuries. 

“It is also great that Prof El Masri is speaking 
at the event. He has a huge wealth of knowledge 
and skills to share in the world of spinal cord 
injury.” 

Sophie Davies, of Lanyon Bowdler Solicitors, 


added: “Tickets for the event are selling really 
well but there are some still available. It prom¬ 
ises to be interesting and informative with some 
amazing inspirational stories being told. 

“Former patients like Darren will also speak 
at the event - their stories are truly inspira¬ 
tional, showing great resolve, determination 
and courage in the face of terrible adversity.” 

Ticketscan be reserved at http://bit.ly/lbsur- 
vivingspinalinjury 






































Property Renovation 


@omplete 

(property 

Renovations 


• Bathrooms, Kitchens, Plastering, 
Electrical Plumbing & Tiling 

• From design to installation 
we do it all (big or small!!) 

• Fully insured with over 30 years 
experience 


cprchester.com 




Professional dog grooming 

in South Shropshire. 

Fully equipped mobile 
salon with the latest 
tools and products. 

Keeping your dog clean 
and tidy couldn't be easier, 

let Hackles come to you! 


Dog Obedience 
& Agility Training 

Train in our Fully Equipped 
Agility Paddock Near Beguildy or 
join us Weekly in the Knucklas 
Community Centre 
Separate Sessions for Puppies up 
to 12 Months 
Fun for Dogs & Owners of 
Any Age, Small Groups or 1 -2-1 


Ring Diana Lavers on 
01547 510342 

www.quabbscaninecapers.co.uk 



0STOS7W CABS 


Why pay more for door to door 

Locals - Long Distance 
Airports - Contracts 
Airport Shuttle Service 

Single journey to or from Oswestry 

Taxi Estate Minibus 5 to 
Car 4 Seats 8 passengers 
Manchester £59.00 £82.00 

Liverpool £59.00 £82.00 

Birmingham £82.00 £110.00 

Shrewsbury £50.00 £60.00 

Wrexham £45.00 £54.00 

Night Out Returns 
Taxi has 4 seats to 4 passengers 


01691 661663 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 


ASA.org.uk 




OSWESTRY & BORDER 

CHRONICLE 

RECRUITMENT 


The Marches School 

Morda Road, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 2AR 
Tel: 01691 664400 Fax: 01691 671515 
Email:personnelmail@marchesschool.net 
www.marchesschool.co.uk 

Family Support Worker 

Grade 9, Scale point 29-31 (25,951 - 27,668) per annum pro rata 
(Actual salary £21,564 - £22,991 per annum) 

37 hours per week, term time only, 

1 year fixed term in the first instance 
To start as soon as possible 

We are currently seeking to appoint an enthusiastic and dedicated Families 
Support Worker to join The Marches Academy Trust. This is a challenging 
and rewarding role working directly with families to influence and enable 
improvements in their lives. We are looking for a dedicated team member 
with a passion to engage and support families in a multi-agency environment. 
There may also be the requirement to work with pupils for partner primary’s. 
The successful candidate will work directly with children, young people and 
their families in order to promote, strengthen and to develop the potential 
of parents/carers and their children. They will be the Lead Professional for 
families, coordinating a whole family approach of support to ensure that 
families get the right service at the right time which helps to overcome 
barriers to learning. 

To be considered for the role you will need to have previous experience 
of working with families from a range of backgrounds and disciplines, 
multi-agency working, excellent communication skills, resilience and good 
judgement and problems solving skills. 

For further information or to apply for the post please visit our online 
recruitment site via the school’s website www.marchesschool.co.uk 
(Please note we do not accept CVs). 

Closing date for applications is midnight on Sunday 25th February 2018. 
Interviews will be held during w/c 26th February 2018, times to be confirmed 
This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
The successful applicant will be subject to an enhanced disclosure from the DBS. 


m 

marches school 


hepe house 

w wo re bore tor dhixltefi 

Volunteer Counselling 
Opportunity - 

Hope House Children's Hospice, Shropshire. 

Providing support to hospice users and families in 
tranquil dedicated counselling setting. 

Please see our website for more details 

www.hopehouse.org.uk/fundraising/volunteering 
or contact us on 01691 672618 
or volunteer@hopehouse.org.uk 


Boys$ Boden 

WEEKEND 
YARD STAFF 

Required in our Newtown Branch 

To be part of our successful Builders Merchants 
A motivated, customer focused attitude is essential 
Industry Knowledge is preferable but training 
can be provided 

Hours Sat 7.30am - 4.00pm 
Sun 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Please e-mail CV and letter of application to: 

markjones@boysandboden.co.uk 


THE 

APPRENTICESHIP 

SHOW 



Apprenticeships are open to ALL ages 

Come and find out how they could work for you 


Thursday 8 March 2018 

The International Centre, Telford 
12noon - 7.30pm Last entry 7pm 



www.telfordjobbox.co.uk/tasl8 

Showcasing 100’s of apprenticeships opportunities 
across Telford and Wrekin, Shropshire, The West 
Midlands and beyond. 




Ellesmere 

A 7-18 Coeducational School 


We are seeking to recruit an 

Apprentice 

Groundsperson 

within our busy Grounds team. 

The successful applicant will have to complete a Work 
based Diploma in Horticulture and will, during term-time 
attend College one day per week and spend four days 
per week gaining experience in tending ornamental areas, 
planting, pruning, general plant care, maintaining amenity 
and sports turf areas and using various horticultural 
machines. A provisional driving licence is essential. 

Also required 

Two Seasonal 
Groundspersons 

(1st April to 30th September 2018) 

The successful applicants will ideally have experience of 
maintenance of playing fields, grounds including trees 
and borders, hardstanding and road surfaces and general 
gardening skills. 

This is a job share position with hours to be negotiated. 

If you wish to apply for either positions and have the 
appropriate skills and a cheerful disposition please 
visit the school website (www.ellesmere.com) for an 
application pack. 

Completed applications are to be submitted by 9.00am 
Wednesday 28th February 2018 and sent to, Personnel 
and Regulatory Compliance Secretary, Ellesmere College, 
Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9AB. Tel: 01691 626521 or 
email: kathrine.gough@ellesmere.com . 

The College is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of its students and expects its staff to share 
this commitment. Applicants must be prepared to 
undergo Child Protection Screening, including checks 
with past employers and DBS. References will be sought 
and verified at the short-listing stage as part of our 
safeguarding children procedures. 

Ellesmere College is a Woodard School 
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Renault s Grand Scenic takes on rivaIs 



An abundance of curves and angles make for an attractive look 


By Will Rimell 

The Grand Scenic is Renault’s beefed up 
MPV with extra room and two additional 
seats for larger families. Renault has tried 
to bring some modern luxuries to bolster 
the MPV’s appeal, with massaging seats, 
Bose speaker-system and leather interior. 

It’s the third generation of the popular family 
car, first launched in 2004. Its sister, the 
Scenic, has sold more than 6.5 million cars 
worldwide since its release in 1996. 

For the 2018 update, the French carmaker 
has completely overhauled both the interior 
and exterior of the Grand Scenic, giving it a 
more premium feel than its predecessor. 

An abundance of curves and angles make 
for an attractive look. Renault, though, says 
it has tried to give its MPV a sporty stance - 
although sporty is not what comes to mind 
when looking at it. 

The look continues a design ‘revolution’ 
by the brand that has also been applied to 
the Megane, Kadjar, Espace and Talisman 
models. 

Renault gives a large choice of engine sizes, 
from 1.2- or 1.4-litre petrol to the premium 
1.6-litre diesel. 

The top-spec diesel, which our test car was 
fitted with, pumps out 158bhp with 380Nm 
of torque. Clearly not built for speed, the 
Grand Scenic can reach the heady heights of 
124mph, and a 0-60mph time of 10.5 seconds 
is nothing to shout about - though certainly 
brisk enough for everyday driving. 

Despite its large size, the Grand Scenic is 
surprisingly easy to manoeuvre. Take it to a 
city and it doesn’t feel too big, while it takes on 
backstreets with the same ease as it tackles 
A-roads. Put the 1.6-litre diesel in Sport 



The interiors are comfortable and spacious 

mode and the rather surprisingly responsive 
acceleration gets you from light to light with 
little fuss. 

The Scenic also comes with other driving 
modes, including Neutral, Comfort, Eco 
and Perso - which is a fancy way of saying 
personalised. All these feel pretty much 
the same, apart from the responsive Sport. 
Although Eco mode is a bit pointless, saving 
minimal fuel but heavily impacting on the 
driving experience with looser steering and 
diminished acceleration. 

It’s clear that Renault has started afresh 
with the new model. Put the third and 
fourth generations side by side and the 
improvements are clear to see. The 2018 
model’s funkier styling definitely appeals 
far, far more than the drab exterior of its 
predecessor. 

From the side, the long bonnet and 
sweeping roof give the Grand Scenic an 
attractive profile, and from the front the car is 


nice to look at - even drawing a few gazes in 
some areas. But the rear is too squared and 
boring, which is a shame as, overall, it is an 
attractive car. 

The comfortable and spacious interior of 
the Grand Scenic is by far its greatest asset. 
With seven full-leather seats, leather steering 
wheel, lots of leg room and an abundance of 
cubby holes, it’s an impressively comfortable 
place to be. Long journeys are a breeze 
and leave you feeling refreshed rather than 
dogged. 

In the centre of the dashboard sits an 8.7- 


inch infotainment system which, despite being 
large, is difficult to navigate thanks to a myriad 
of different menus to scroll through. 

It is also not recommended to rely on 
Renault’s own sat nav - if you don’t know 
where you’re going, you may be better served 
getting the map out! The Grand Scenic’s sat 
nav is not a fan of tall surroundings, traffic or 
anything other than straight roads. Luckily, 
though, it is Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 
compatible, which helps. 

However, the Multi-Sense personalisation 
feature - which allows up to six different users 


- is a nice, Netflix-style touch. It changes 
everything from the driving mode, to the 
paired phone and even the seat position. 

Starting at £23,805, The Grand Scenic is not 
unreasonably priced. Standard equipment on 
the Expression-i- entry level model in the three 
trim range includes a seven-inch touchscreen 
display, climate control, digital speedometer, 
auto headlights, 20-inch alloy wheels and 
keyless entry. 

From the outset, the Renault Grand Scenic 
is a funky looking car and this definitely 
separates it from its competitors. 



Holyhead 

CHIRK 

SERVICE STATION Q_ 145NA 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01691 773428 or 07879 494480 


SERVICING MOT CARS FITTING TYRES 


IS 


[Ms*™© WZMiMSJuV ®G3 


JAGUAR SELECTION 


07 JAGUAR S TYPE 2.7 TD AUTO, 79,000 miles, blue metallic.£4,495 

52 JAGUAR S TYPE AUTO Leather, Low Miles.£3,995 

V JAGUAR XK8 Low Mileage, Silver, MUST BE SEEN. POA 

OTHERS 

64 CITROEN Cl FLAIR, Silver, Low miles.£6,995 

60 VAUXHALL CORSA Ecoflex Silver, 35k.£3,395 

08 VW JETTA SE TDi 140, Black Service History. £3*295 £2,975 

09 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SPORT DESIGN, 3 door. Silver.£2,995 

08 FIAT GRANDE PUNTO SPORTING T-J, Blue, Must Be Seen.£2,795 

07 BMW 520D SE, high mileage but extensive history, looks great.£2,995 

56 VAUXHALL VECTRA Exclusive 1.8 Red Metallic.£2,895 

56 TOYOTA YARIS T SPIRIT 1.3, Silver, Beautiful Condition, MP3 Player.£2,875 

08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi BREEZE, Red.£2,595 

54 FORD FIESTA FLAME 5-dr. Silver.£2,495 

57 VAUXHALL VECTRA, Diesel, Silver.£1,695 

07 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 3DR, Silver.£1,695 

57 VAUXHALL VECTRA SRi, diesel.£1,495 

54 VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE. Diesel, very clean & tidy.£1,150 

10 FORD FIESTA EDGE, Silver. SOLD 


CONVERTIBLES 

03 FORD STREET KA Blue Convertible .£1,795 

04 VAUXHALL TIGRA SPORT, Silver.£1,295 

4X4/ COMMERCIALS 

58 LAND ROVER FREELANDER HSE, Diesel.£7,995 

57 SSANGYONG REXTON 2.7 TDI, Silver . SOLD 

02 JEEP CHEROKEE 3.7 AUTO, Limited Edition, Low Miles for year .£1,450 

04 RENAULT KANGOO TREKKA 4x4 .£1,395 


CHEAP AND CHEERFUL/PART EXCHANGE BARGAINS 


53 PEUGEOT 206, Black, very low miles, previously supplied by ourselves. POA 

06 FORD MONDEO TITANIUM Diesel. High Mileage.£1,995 

53 NISSAN ALMERA TINO.£995 

04 CITROEN C3 5DR, Diesel.£995 

54 SMART FORFOUR. SOLD 

W BMW 318 Saloon. Lots of History, Previously Supplied by us .£995 

T HONDA ACCORD, Auto. SOLD 


LOW COST FINANCE AVAILABLE 

Finance Example: Cash Price £3995 | Deposit or Part Exchange: £500 Balance £3495 | Payable over 48 months at £95.43 per month (APR 16.4%) 
Subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. If your car is worth more than the deposit price, we will give you the difference back in cash. 


Multi Make MOT & Repair Centre 

4.. V.? ir.>ii 


Full Diagnostics 
Air Conditioning Service 
c? Body Repair Centre 
■ All Insurance Work'Guaranteed 
c? Free Estimates 
IfflEe&c'oijft ^y car co llectjgnjlmd delivery 


Discount lyres 
High Performance 
& 4x4 Specialists 

LarjestStoafJIJ 

lyres in the area 


welsh uiah^ r sales 

www.welshwallscarsales.co.uk 


Part of 
E in Hughes 
Auto Centre 


SPECIAL OFFER PRICE COMMERCIAL VEHICLE PLUS VAT 


12 MERCEDES C220 SE 125 CDI BLUEEFIA ESTATE, SILVER 54K. £10,995 


61 MERCEDES C200 SE CDI BLUE EFFICIENCY AUTOMATIC, 

SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY 2 KEEPERS 73K.£9,950 

62 KIA SOUL CRDI, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY 32K..£6,695 

11 VOLKSWAGEN POLO SEL TDI 9001.6 5 DOOR, SILVER, AIR CON., 

ALLOY WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY £30 ROAD TAX 58K.£6,495 

64 VAUXHALL CORSA SXI 5 DOOR, GREY, AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, 
SERVICE HISTORY 20K. £S0LD 

15 PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY, 

ONE OWNER £0 ROAD TAX 27K .£5,995 

60 CITROEN C3 PICASSO 1.6 HDI EXCLUSIVE, MET. GREEN, 

SERV. HISTORY £30 ROAD TAX 53K...£5,125 

09 FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 1.6 5 DOOR, SILVER, 

SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER 53K. £5,184 

61 FIAT 500 LOUNGE, BLUE, FULL SERVICE HISTORY 

£30 ROAD TAX 35K.£4,999 

62 FORD KA ZETEC 1.2, SILVER, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CONDITIONING 

£30 ROAD TAX 10K...£4,995 

10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRI 5 DOOR, SILVER, 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY £4,995 

12 SKODA FABIA SE 12V, BLACK, ALLOY, WHEELS, AIR CON., 

SERVICE HISTORY 39K.£4,995 

13 FIAT PUNTO JET BLACK, BLACK 34K..£4,895 

10 FORD FIESTA TITANIUM, BLACK, SERVICE HISTORY 60K.£4,695 

10 CITROEN C3 EXCLUSIVE HDI, BLACK, ALLOY WHEELS, 

CLIMATE CONTROL, CRUISE CONTROL £20 ROAD TAX 52K........... £4,695 

14 FORD KA STUDIO, BRIGHT RED, FULL SERV. HISTORY, 

ONE OWNER, £30 ROAD TAX 21K..£4,650 

08 FORD FOCUS ZETEC AUTOMATIC, SILVER, 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 34K. .................................£4,495 

11 FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 1.4, SILVER, ALLOY WHEELS, 

TINTED GLASS, AIR CON. 63K. £4,495 

57 MINI HATCH ONE, 6 SPEED, BLACK, SERVICE HISTORY 52K.£3,895 

08 FORD FOCUS ZETEC, BLUE, SERVICE HISTORY 75K .£3,795 

11 FIAT PUNTO EVO MYLIFE, RED, FULL SERVICE HISTORY 39K.£3,795 

11 CITROEN Cl VTR+, WHITE ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CON., 

REMOTE CENTRAL LOCKING, SERVICE HISTORY 

£20 ROAD TAX 28K.™«„. u . t ...£3,695 

06 HONDA CIVIC ES, GREY, SERVICE HISTORY 54K..£3,695 

10 TOYOTA AYGO BLACK WT-1,1LT. 5 DOOR, BLACK, 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY, £20 ROAD TAX 48K.£3,595 


64 FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM 290 TREND E-TEC, WHITE, FRONT AND 
REAR PARKING SENSORS, COLOUR CODED FRONT BUMPERS, CRUISE 


CONTROL, SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER 20K. £11,495 


COMMERCIALS PLUS VAT 

15 TOYOTA HI-LUX 2.5D-4D 4WD ACTIVE, DOUBLE CAB, WHITE, AIR CON. 

ONE OWNER 19K. £14,475 

66 FORD TRANSSIT 350 L3 H3, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

ONE OWNER 21K. £13,995 

64 VW TRANSPORTER T28 STARTLINE TDI, SILVER, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS, ONE OWNER 36K._£12,995 

15 FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM 2.2TDCI 290 LI HI, WHITE, 

ELECT. WINDOWS, 6 SPEED, ONE OWNER 45K. £9,875 

64 PEUGEOT EXPERT HDI, WHITE, TWIN SIDE DOORS, AIR CON., 

SHELVING IN REAR 40K. £7,795 

14 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT 240 L2 LWB, WHITE, TWIN SIDE DOORS, 

DIRECT FROM NHS ONE OWNER 69K. £7,595 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO 625 ENTERPRISE, 3 SEATER, WHITE, 

AIR CONDITIONING, WINDOWS, SIDE DOOR, 

REAR PARKING SENSORS 19K. £7,295 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO, WHITE, 3 SEATS, SIDE DOOR, AIR CON., 

PARKING SENSORS, SERVICE HISTORY 38K. £6,995 

60 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 CDTI LWB, BLUE, AIR CON., 

ELEC. WINDOWS, SERVICE HISTORY 49K......... £6,595 

60 FORD TRANSIT 300S, WHITE, TWIN SIDE DOORS, ROOF RACK, 

RACKING IN REAR, DIRECT FROM BT, SERVICE HISTORY 34K. £6,495 

63 PEUGEOT PARTNER PROFESSIONAL 1.6 HDI. 3 SEATER, 

WHITE, SIDE DOOR, AIR CON. ONE OWNER 54K. ««,»...£5,495 

62 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY C20 PLUS TDI, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

SERVICE HISTORY 61K. £5,495 

15 RENAULT KANGOO ML191.5 DCI, WHITE, SIDE DOOR 

ONE OWNER 56K. £4,995 

14 FIAT DOBLO CARGO 1.3 JTD 90 BHP, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS 59K. £4,495 

62 PEUGEOT BIPPER S1.3 HDI, BLUE, SIDE DOOR, 

ONE OWNER 60K. £3,695 

08 VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 CDDTI 2000, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

ROOF RACK, SERVICE HISTORY, DIRECT FROM BT 63K. £2,895 

06 FORD FIESTA TDCI VAN, WHITE 67K. £1,995 


MOTOR BIKES 

NEW RIEJU RS3 125 LC NKD, PRE REGISTERED, 

INCLUDES FIRST REG. FEE 

PRE-REGISTERED NEW...£2,850 


PART EX AMD FIMAMCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO 

STATUS. WE BUY CARS & VAMS FOR CASH 


57 RENAULT CLIO CAMPUS, RED, SERVICE HISTORY 75K. £2,195 


Welsh walls, Oswestry svii mw Tel: 01691655123/07989 612671 
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Vauxhall Corsa C (2000-2006) Vauxhall Corsa E (2014- present) 


By Adam Weller 

Since launching to the UK in 1993, the 
Vauxhall Corsa has become a staple of UK 
roads, with two million examples of the 
hatch sold since its debut. 

The Corsa’s predecessor, the Nova, was one 
of Britain’s most popular hatches throughout 
the 1980s. However, by the end of it’s run, the 
Nova - sold as the Opel Corsa in Europe - 
was starting to look decidedly dated against 
rivals such as the Ford Fiesta. 

Fortunately, a replacement was in the 
pipeline... 

• VAUXHALL CORSA B (1993-2000) 

With the introduction of the Corsa in 1993, 

Vauxhall up-ended the hatchback market, 
with the cars curving, modern style proving to 
be a sales hit, and cemented the nameplate’s 
reputation as a dependable car for small 
families and young drivers alike. 

The Corsa gradually evolved throughout 
the 90’s with minor facelifts, before being 
replaced in 2000. However, the design lived 
on for many years in the Chinese and South 
American markets. 

• VAUXHALL CORSA C (2000-2006) 

The second UK Corsa was launched in 

October 2000, and proved to be everything a 
sequel should be; bigger, sharper and more 
modern, with more trim and engine options 
than the previous generation. 

The second-generation car proved that 
the Corsa was here to stay. It was the most 
popular supermini on the market from 2002- 
2005, before production stopped in 2006. It 
was also one of the best-selling cars of any 
type in the UK, a feat which the Corsa has 
continually achieved ever since. 


This generation of the Corsa, and the early 
examples of the Corsa D that followed, are still 
vastly popular with young drivers thanks to 
their cheap running costs and insurance. 

• VAUXHALL CORSA D (2006-2014) 

When the Corsa D arrived on the market 
in the latter half of 2006, it was clear that the 
Corsa had evolved. An all-new platform and 


new, sweeping styling provided a sleeker, 
sportier edge to the Corsa. This was further 
accentuated by a facelift in 2010. 

The Corsa D was the first to be bestowed 
with a VXR badge. The hot hatch launched in 
2007 with 189bhp on tap and 0-62 in 6.8secs. 
However, those figures went up with special 
editions such as the VXR Nurburgring. 


The Corsa D was on the market for some 
eight years, and as such, is the longest- 
running Corsa thus far, which is a further 
testament to its design. 

• VAUXHALL CORSA E (2014-PRESENT) 
Much like the shift between the first and 
second-generation, the current Corsa is an 
evolution of its predecessor, rather than a 


clean slate. The styling was altered to be more 
in line with the other stars of the Vauxhall 
range, with a larger, more striking grille, and 
an entirely revised look insideand out. 

To this day, the Corsa is still one of the 
biggest-selling cars in the UK and will likely 
continue to feature prominently on the sales 
charts for the next 25 years as well. 


furrows Used cars you can trust 


APPROVED USED 

ON DISPLAY AT SHREWSBURY SITE 


ON DISPLAY AT TELFORD SITE 

\K' 



62 reg BMW ISERIES 
:L HATCHBACK 11 

dr Step Auto BLU 

£ 9,995 


DIESEL HATCHBACK 118d SE ESTATE 1.3 Multijet 85 Pop Star 

5dr Step Auto BLUE 5dr (7 Seat) GREY 


64 reg FIAT 500L MPW DIESEL 66 reg FORD FIESTA HATCHBACK 15 reg FORD FOCUS HATCHBACK 
1.0 EcoBoost 140 ST-Line 1.0 EcoBoost 125 Titanium 

5dr BLUE 5dr WHITE 


59 reg FORD FIESTA 1.6 13 reg CITROEN DS31.6 


£ 7,995 


£ 12,695 


£ 9,995 


ZETECS 

3dr BLUE 

£ 5,295 


VTID STYLE 

2dr CABRIO GREY 

£ 6,995 


15 reg HYUNDAI 120 
1.2 GDI SE 

5dr WHITE 

£ 7,795 


15 reg FORD FOCUS 1.6 
TDCIZETEC 

5dr SILVER 

£ 8,995 



b i - i 


66 reg FORD FOCUS HATCHBACK 
1.0 EcoBoost Titanium 

5drBLACK 

£ 11,995 


16 reg FORD FOCUS 66 reg FORD FOCUS 17 reg FORD FOCUS RS 

HATCHBACK 1.0 EcoBoost Zetec HATCHBACK 1.0 EcoBoost Zetec HATCHBACK 2.3 EcoBoost 

5dr BLUE 5dr,Lux &Winter Packs,Sat Nav BLUE 


5dr WHITE 

£ 10,689 


15 reg FORD FOCUS 1.6 
TDCI TITANIUM 

5dr SILVER 


£ 10,489 


£ 27,989 



14 reg FORD KUGA ESTATE 64reg FORD KUGA DIESEL 12 reg KIASPORTAGE DIESEL 12 reg KIASPORTAGE DIESEL 
1.6 EcoBoost Titanium X ESTATE 2.0 TDCi 180 Titanium ESTATE 1.7 CRDi Level 1 ESTATE 1.7 CRDi Level 2 


5dr 2WD GREY 

£ 13,995 


5dr GREEN 

£ 13,695 


5dr SUV SILVER 

£ 8,995 


5dr SUV SILVER 

£ 9,995 



66 reg FORD FIESTA 1.0 ECOBOOST 
ZETECS BLACK EDITION 

3drBLACK 


64 reg VW GOLF 1.4 TSI 16 reg FORD EDGE 2.0 
MATCH TDCI TITANIUM 

5drWHITE 5dr RED 


£ 11,295 

Go to furrows.co.uk/used-cars for all our Furrows Approved Used car stock 


£ 12,495 


£ 12,495 


£ 25,995 



0 All cars Furrows Approved 

0 Every car price checked* 

0 Full manufacturer service 
and safety check 

0 All vehicles HPI checked 

0 Warranty on every car* 

@ Free one-year roadside 
assistance* 

0 Free 7 day drive-away 
insurance* 

0 Personalised finance 
available 


(kTa) © ||) 

Telford 

HaybridgeRd | 01952 641433 

Shrewsbury 

Harlescott Lane | 01743 454444 

Oswestry 

Whittington Road | 01691 654141 

|* Terms and conditions apply - see furrows.co.uk/used-cars for more details 


Prices reviewed regularly 
to ensure you are getting 
the best vehicle at the best 
price.* So check online at 
furrows.co.uk/used-cars 
or call us. 
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CHESHIRE TRADE CENTRE 


tel: 0800 917 4622 




www.cheshiretradecentre.co.uk 



LARGE 


PRESTIGE 


SPORTS 


GAIL FOR INSTANT DECISION I OUR CARS 
DRIVE AWAY IN JUST 1 HOUR I Start front: 


£15 


PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE REGARDLESS OF AGE AND CONDITION 



£1006 


* MINIMUM 
PART 

EXCHANGE 


BUY NO W PAY NOTH ING UNTIL NOVEMBE R 2017 TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

Total Cash Price: £3200 Monthly Payments: £65 
7.9% Weekly Payments: £15 


OUT NUW rHi NUiniNti UNIIL MJVtMBtK ZUIf 

0% DEPOSIT 


Term of Loan: 60 Months Total Payable: 


£3900 


NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCIN 
CONNECTA 

£20 TAX PER YEAR, 

6 SPEED DIESEL, ALLOYS, 
CD, AIR CON, P/STEERING, 
E/WINDOWS, SAT NAV, IPOD 
CONN, NISSAN WARRANTY 
TILL 2019, LOW INSURANCE, 
EXCELLENT MPG 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 49 per week*. 

Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5467 



FIAT 5001.2 POP 

ONLY £30 TAX PER YEAR, 
WHITE, ONLY 22,000 MILES, 
ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, 
ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 
LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 25 per week*. 

Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5459 



PEUGEOT 3081.6 BLUEHDI 
ACCESS 

**FREETAX** DIESEL, 

ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

STILL UNDER PEUGEOT 
WARRANTY TILL 2019, 

IPOD CONNECTION, 

LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 45 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5386 



VOLVO V401.6TDD2 CROSS 
COUNTY LUX POWERSHIFT 
AUTO 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 

HALF LEATHER, ALLOYS, 

CD PLAYER, AIR CON, 

POWER STEERING, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 49 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5446 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 
CDTI SRI NAV EC0FLEX136 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 

STILL UNDER VAUXHALL 
WARRANTY TILL 2019, 

ALLOYS, SAT NAV, 

BLUETOOTH, IPOD CONN, 

LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 55 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5448 



CARS OF THE WEEK 


RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5 DCI 
DYNAMIQUE S ENERGY 

**FREETAX** DIESEL, 
ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, 

AIR CON, POWER STEERING, 
ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 
ONLY 25,000 MILES, 
LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 45 per week*. 

Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5457 



CITROEN DS31.6 E HDI D SPORT PLUS AIRDREAM110 

**FREE TAX** FULL LEATHER, 
ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, AIR CON, 
POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, 6 SPEED DIESEL, 

I POD CONNECTION, LOW 
INSURANCE, IMMACULATE 
CONDITION 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 32 per week*. 

Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5468 



TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 ICON 

**FREE TAX*** STILL UNDER 
TOYOTA 5 YEAR WARRANTY, 
ONLY 15,000 MILES, ALLOYS, 
CD PLAYER, AIR CON, 
POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, LOW INSURANCE, 
IMMACULATE CONDITION 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 35 per week*. 

Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5328 




VOLKSWAGEN GOLF SV1.6 
TDI CR SE BLUEMOTION 
TECH 

£20 TAX PER YEAR, 

5 DOOR, DIESEL, ALLOYS, 

CD, AIR CON, P/STEERING, 

E/WINDOWS, LOW 
INSURANCE, EXCELLENT 
MPG, BLUETOOTH, 

IPOD CONN 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 45 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5450 


CITROEN C41.6E HDIVTR+ 

AIRDREAM 

**FREETAX ** 6 SPEED 
DIESEL, ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, 

AIR CON, P/STEERING, 

E/WINDOWS, UPTO 60 MPG, 

PARKING SENSORS, 

LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 29 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5451 



CITROEN C31.2VTR+ 
PURETECH 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 

5 DOOR, CD PLAYER, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, 
ELECTRIC WINDOWS, LOW 
INSURANCE, IMMACULATE 
CONDITION 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 29 per week*. 

Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5456 _ 



SEAT TOLEDO 1.6 TD 
ECOMOTIVE 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 

HALF LEATHER, ALLOYS, 

SAT NAV, CD PLAYER, 

AIR CON, P/STEERING, 

E/WINDOWS, 

IPOD CONNECTION, 

LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 45 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5455 



CHEVROLET SPARK 1.0 LS 

ONLY £30 TAX PER YEAR, 5 
DOOR, UPTO 60 MPG, 

CD PLAYER, AIR CON, 

POWER STEERING, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 15 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5453 



CITROEN C4 CACTUS 1.6 
BLUEHDI FLAIR 

**FREE TAX ** 5 DOOR, 

ALLOYS, AIR CON, 

P/STEERING, E/WINDOWS, 

IPOD CONN, BLUETOOTH, 

UNDER CITROEN WARRANTY, 

P/SENSORS, 

EXCELLENT MPG, 

LOW INSURANCE 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 39 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S5452 



WE WONT BE BEATEN ON PR 

MORE CARS AVAILABLE - GIVE US A CALL! CARS WANTED FOR CASH<* r ★UP TO 3 YEAR WARRANTY 

★ 137 POINT CHECK ★ ROAD TA 


NEGATIVE EQUITY / DEFAULTS S NO CREDIT HISTORY ✓ EX. BANKRUPT S CCJ’s ✓ DISABILITY / 


CHESHIRE TRADE CENTRE td: 0800 

PARKGATE ROAD • CHESTER CHI 4AY 

BBfRTS 5M iSS7 I u®E£57 917 4622 

www.cheshiretradecentre.co.uk 



Mon to Fri 
9am - 7pm 

Saturday 
9am - 6pm 











































































































How they stand 


Vanarama National 



P 

W D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Macclesfield.... 

33 

18 8 

7 

43 

35 

62 

Tranmere. 

34 

16 10 

8 

53 

31 

58 

Aldershot. 

33 

16 10 

7 

52 

34 

58 

Wrexham. 

34 

15 13 

6 

39 

26 

58 

Sutton United.. 

.33 

16 9 

8 

47 

37 

57 

Boreham Wd... 

33 

15 11 

7 

49 

33 

56 

AFC Fylde. 

34 

14 10 

10 

58 

43 

52 

Bromley. 

33 

14 9 

10 

55 

40 

51 

Dover Athletic. 

.33 

13 12 

8 

45 

30 

51 

Ebbsfleet. 

.34 

12 13 

9 

44 

40 

49 

Dagenham & R 33 

13 9 

11 

51 

42 

48 

Maidenhead.... 

.33 

11 11 

11 

46 

46 

44 

Eastleigh. 

.34 

10 14 

10 

52 

55 

44 

Gateshead. 

.33 

10 13 

10 

41 

35 

43 

Woking. 

.33 

12 6 

15 

43 

51 

42 

Leyton Orient.. 

.33 

10 9 

14 

41 

47 

39 

Maidstone. 

.33 

9 12 

12 

40 

51 

39 

Hartlepool. 

.32 

9 10 

13 

38 

47 

37 

Barrow. 

.32 

8 11 

13 

39 

44 

35 

FC Halifax. 

.33 

8 11 

14 

34 

46 

35 

Solihull Moors.. 33 

9 6 

18 

35 

49 

33 

Chester. 

.33 

6 12 

15 

30 

53 

30 

Torquay United. 34 

6 9 

19 

30 

57 

27 

Guiseley. 

.33 

4 10 

19 

29 

62 

22 

Evo-Stik League 


Division One South 




P 

W D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Basford United 

.30 24 5 

1 

75 

25 

77 

Bedworth United31 16 6 

9 

50 

41 

54 

Frickley (-3).... 
Stamford. 

.29 17 5 
.31 14 10 

7 

7 

78 

48 

45 

28 

53 

52 

Alvechurch. 

.26 15 7 

4 

48 

33 

52 

Chasetown. 

.28 15 4 

9 

55 

44 

49 

Leek Town. 

.31 

13 7 

11 

59 

42 

46 


Stocksbridge PS28 11 10 7 57 39 43 

Corby Town.30 13 3 14 49 47 42 

C’thorpes (-12) 25 15 6 4 55 30 39 

BelperTown.30 10 6 14 34 57 36 

Loughborough. 32 9 7 16 44 63 34 

Lincoln United.. 27 10 3 14 48 60 33 

Peterborough ...31 9 5 17 49 60 32 

Spalding.28 9 4 15 31 42 31 

Kidsgrove.27 8 6 13 45 55 30 

Newcastle Town29 8 6 15 37 52 30 

Carlton Town.... 23 8 4 11 39 37 28 

M Drayton T.29 7 6 16 26 58 27 

Romulus.31 6 8 17 42 74 26 

Sheffield.28 5 10 13 42 59 25 

Gresley.26 6 6 14 29 49 24 

Hallmark Security 
League 

First Division 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Silsden AFC.... 

.28 23 

1 

4 

76 

26 

70 

Litherland. 

.25 18 

3 

4 

74 

23 

57 

Whitchurch Al. 

.25 18 

3 

4 

58 

18 

57 

Prestwich Heys 24 16 

3 

5 

68 

31 

51 

Sandbach . 

.27 15 

2 

10 

53 

43 

47 

Cammell L. 

.29 14 

4 

11 

58 

48 

46 

AlsagerTown.. 

.25 13 

6 

6 

57 

44 

45 

AFC Blackpool. 

.25 13 

3 

9 

50 

45 

42 

Holker OB. 

.25 11 

4 

10 

38 

56 

37 

Carlisle City. 

.25 11 

3 

11 

43 

37 

36 

Stockport. 

.28 10 

6 

12 

49 

48 

36 

Atherton LR.... 

.25 10 

2 

13 

41 

45 

32 

FC Os Town.... 

.27 10 

2 

15 

45 

56 

32 

Abbey Hulton.. 

.24 

8 

6 

10 

34 

39 

30 

New Mills 22... 

...8 

4 

10 

42 

54 

28 


Cheadle Town. 

.23 

8 

4 

11 

35 

47 

28 

Chadderton. 

.25 

6 

6 

13 

42 

57 

24 

Bacup Boro. 

.22 

7 

2 

13 

28 

48 

23 

Eccleshall. 

.25 

6 

5 

14 

33 

66 

23 

St Helens Town 28 

5 

4 

19 

38 

67 

19 

Daisy Hill. 

.25 

4 

5 

16 

32 

64 

17 

Nelson. 

.26 

3 

6 

17 

27 

59 

15 


Midland Football 
League 

Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Bromsgrove.26 19 3 4 64 29 60 

Coleshill Town.. 27 18 5 4 66 33 59 

Sporting Khalsa 27 16 8 3 59 30 56 

Worcester City. 26 16 6 4 66 31 54 

Highgate.24 15 4 5 44 31 49 

Coventry Sphinx27 13 8 6 53 42 47 

Rugby Town.27 12 5 10 49 37 41 

HeanorTown....24 11 5 8 38 38 38 

Westfields.24 11 4 9 57 43 37 

AFCWulfs.29 11 3 15 38 62 36 

Long Eaton.28 10 5 13 40 61 35 

ShepshedD.23 10 4 9 56 40 34 

Coventry Utd.... 23 10 4 9 48 38 34 

Quorn.29 10 4 15 47 67 34 

Boldmer.28 9 6 13 42 58 33 

Stourport.21 8 3 10 39 50 27 

Loughboro Univ 26 8 3 15 38 49 27 

Lye Town.27 7 6 14 31 48 27 

Haughmond.27 6 5 16 33 53 23 

Shawbury.25 5 3 17 36 50 18 

S Normanton ...28 4 6 18 33 64 18 

Rocester.22 3 4 15 39 62 13 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

Walsall Wood... 24 20 1 3 98 18 61 

Atherstone.27 18 5 4 80 35 59 

Ilkeston Town... 26 17 4 5 66 27 55 

Leicester Road. 26 17 4 5 56 32 55 

Hinckley AFC.... 24 15 4 5 77 41 49 

studley.26 14 5 7 46 42 47 

Littleton.24 15 1 8 53 26 46 

RC Warwick.21 14 4 3 50 23 46 

Heather St J.26 13 4 9 79 57 43 

Lichfield City.... 28 12 6 10 60 57 42 

Paget Rangers.. 28 12 4 12 54 52 40 

Coventry C.24 12 2 10 41 47 38 

Pershore Town. 29 8 6 15 43 58 30 

Uttoxeter Town. 28 8 5 15 49 76 29 

Chelmsley Town29 8 5 16 33 69 29 

Nuneaton Griff.. 30 7 7 16 31 63 28 

Heath Hayes ....25 6 8 11 63 65 26 

Cadbury Athletic24 5 8 11 35 47 23 

Brocton.23 5 6 12 36 47 21 

Stafford Town... 31 6 2 23 41 78 20 

BolehallSwifts.26 6 2 18 27 69 20 

Coventry Alvis.. 27 3 1 23 11 100 10 

West Midlands League 

Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 


Malvern Town ..27 

18 

5 

4 

78 

42 

59 

Black Co Rang. 29 

16 

8 

5 

87 

45 

56 

Tividale.23 

17 

4 

2 

70 

26 

55 

W’Ton Sporting 20 

16 

2 

2 

86 

18 

50 

Ellesmere Rang 26 

15 

4 

7 

65 

43 

49 

Bewdley Town.. 24 

14 

4 

6 

62 

39 

46 

Wednesfield.24 

13 

5 

6 

54 

43 

44 

CradleyTown...24 

13 

3 

8 

53 

37 

42 

W’Ton Casuals.24 

13 

2 

9 

89 

58 

41 

Wellington.24 

13 

1 

10 

57 

46 

40 

Bilston T Comm30 

12 

4 

14 

63 

70 

40 

Hereford Lads..26 

12 

2 

12 

53 

58 

38 

AFC Bridgnorth 25 

7 

4 

14 

38 

59 

25 

Shifnal Town ....24 

7 

3 

14 

40 

64 

24 

Smethwick.23 

7 

2 

14 

34 

53 

23 

Dudley Sports.. 26 

6 

2 

18 

35 

73 

20 

Stone Old Alley 23 

5 

2 

16 

37 

63 

17 

Pegasus Jun.... 25 

3 

7 

15 

27 

66 

16 

Dudley Town ....25 

4 

3 

18 

28 

71 

15 

Wellington Ams 26 

1 

7 

18 

23105 

10 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

WemTown.25 

18 

2 

5 

72 

30 

56 

Newport Town. 23 

15 

4 

4 

79 

30 

49 

Darlaston Town 22 

13 

5 

4 

61 

42 

44 

St Martins.23 

14 

0 

9 

58 

35 

42 

Gornal Athletic. 23 

12 

4 

7 

56 

37 

40 

Team Dudley.... 22 

11 

5 

6 

62 

44 

38 

Wore Raiders ...21 

11 

5 

5 

48 

41 

38 

Old Wulfs.20 

10 

6 

4 

29 

20 

36 

Bromyard.22 

10 

2 

10 

50 

52 

32 

Bustleholme.21 

9 

2 

10 

43 

52 

29 

Tipton Town.20 

7 

3 

10 

35 

43 

24 

Allscott.21 

7 

3 

11 

35 

44 

24 

Telford Jun.23 

6 

2 

15 

35 

59 

20 

Wrens Nest.19 

5 

1 

13 

25 

46 

16 

Kington Town... 22 

5 

1 

16 

31 

56 

16 

Willenhall Town 21 

2 

5 

14 

23 

74 

11 

Wyrley.20 

2 

4 

14 

19 

56 

10 

Division 2 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Sikh Hunters....20 16 

3 

1 

73 

19 

51 

W’Ton United ...20 13 

3 

4 

61 

21 

42 

Gornal Colts.18 12 

3 

3 

52 

42 

39 

Rock Rovers.... 17 10 

4 

3 

42 

33 

34 

Warstone Wand 15 11 

0 

4 

68 

35 

33 

Bewdley T Res. 17 

8 

6 

3 

54 

30 

30 

Wonder Vaults.. 22 

7 

3 

12 

49 

66 

24 

Church Stretton 18 

6 

2 

10 

35 

39 

20 

Ludlow.18 

5 

5 

8 

43 

50 

20 

AFC Bilbrook.... 17 

5 

4 

8 

35 

39 

19 

AFC Broseley... 17 

4 

6 

7 

26 

46 

18 

Oldbury United. 18 

4 

4 

10 

31 

42 

16 

M Drayton T Resl 6 

4 

4 

8 

29 

49 

16 

FC Darlaston... 18 

4 

3 

11 

28 

49 

15 

AFC B’north Devi 9 

0 

2 

17 

17 

83 

2 

Welsh Premier L 

P W D L 

ea 

n 

The New Saints 24 18 

3 

3 

63 

24 

57 

Connahs Quay 25 13 

6 

6 

38 

22 

45 

Bangor City.25 14 

3 

8 

40 

27 

45 

Bala Town FC...24 13 

4 

7 

28 

30 

43 

Cardiff Met Univ25 11 

5 

9 

36 

25 

38 

Cefn Druids.25 

9 

8 

8 

28 

29 

35 

Barry Town.24 10 

3 11 

25 

27 

33 

Llandudno.25 

8 

7 10 

29 

29 

31 

Newtown.25 

9 

3 13 

39 

43 

30 

Aberystwyth.25 

7 

5 13 

36 

46 

26 

Carmarthen.25 

5 

3 17 

24 

52 

18 

Prestatyn.24 

4 

4 16 

25 

57 

16 

Huws Gray 

Alliance 


p 

V\f 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Caernarfon.20 13 

6 

1 

74 

25 

45 

Airbus B’qhton. 22 13 

2 

7 

55 

38 

41 

Guilsfield ...21 

ii 

7 

3 

41 

27 

40 

Holywell.19 11 

5 

3 

52 

28 

38 

Denbigh.18 12 

1 

5 

47 

35 

37 

Rhyl.22 

9 

8 

5 

53 

41 

35 

Gresford.19 

9 

4 

6 

37 

37 

31 

Porthmadog.19 

9 

3 

7 

53 

37 

30 

Ruthin.20 

8 

4 

8 

43 

35 

28 

Holyhead Hot...20 

8 

3 

9 

30 

33 

27 

Flint Town.19 

6 

3 

10 

33 

30 

21 

Penrhyncoch.... 19 

3 

7 

9 

23 

37 

16 

Caersws.16 

3 

2 

11 

23 

44 

11 

Queens Park.19 

1 

2 

16 

17 

76 

5 

Llandudno Junctl 9 

0 

3 

16 

20 

78 

3 


Spar Mid Wales 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Welshpool. 

.21 

14 

4 

3 

73 

26 

46 

Llanrhaeadr. 

.16 

13 

1 

2 

55 

15 

40 

Llanidloes. 

.19 

11 

3 

5 

40 

30 

36 

Radnor Valley.. 

.20 

10 

4 

6 

50 

37 

34 

Carno. 

.18 

9 

5 

4 

53 

27 

32 

Llanfair United.. 18 

9 

2 

7 

42 

38 

29 

Knighton Town. 17 

9 

1 

7 

39 

32 

28 

Bow Street. 

.15 

8 

3 

4 

32 

23 

27 

Aberaeron. 

.18 

7 

4 

7 

32 

31 

25 

Berriew. 

.16 

6 

4 

6 

40 

32 

22 

T Bryncrug. 

.16 

6 

1 

9 

34 

46 

19 

L’dod Wells. 

.19 

6 

0 

13 

26 

40 

18 

Kerry. 

.14 

5 

2 

7 

30 

42 

17 

Churchstoke.... 

.15 

3 

4 

8 

23 

39 

13 

Borth Utd. 

.17 

2 

1 

14 

13 

62 

7 

Machynlleth.... 

.19 1 1 17 

Division 2 

20 

82 

4 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Llansantffraid.. 

.16 12 

2 

2 

53 

17 

38 

Builth Wells. 

.13 12 

1 

0 

41 

6 

37 

Aberystwyth Unil 9 

9 

3 

7 

51 

31 

30 

Hay St Marys.. 

.16 

8 

3 

5 

37 

25 

27 

Brecon N. 

.13 

7 

3 

3 

29 

18 

24 

Dolgellau. 

.14 

7 

2 

5 

24 

23 

23 

Presteigne. 

.15 

6 

2 

7 

23 

34 

20 

Abermule. 

.12 

6 

1 

5 

26 

32 

19 

Dyffryn Banw.. 

.13 

5 

2 

6 

21 

24 

17 

Newbridge. 

.17 

4 

3 10 

31 

45 

15 

Montgomery... 

.15 

4 

5 

6 

31 

41 

14 

Talgarth. 

.15 

2 

1 

12 

16 

42 

7 

Penybont Utd.. 

.16 

1 

0 15 

15 

60 

3 


Watson Financial Mid 
Wales League (South) 

Llanidloes Res. 14 12 0 2 82 20 36 

Rhayader. 11 11 0 0 64 11 33 

Newcastle. 12 10 1 1 43 12 31 

Presteigne Res. 13 9 0 4 41 20 27 

Builth Wells Res 12 8 1 3 62 21 25 

St Harmon. 17 6 1 10 31 53 19 

Knighton Res ..12 4 3 5 44 44 15 

LI’dod Wells Res14 4 0 10 25 45 12 

B Northcote Resl 5 2 2 11 30 62 8 

Hay St M Res.. 13 3 1 9 25 60 7* 

Felindre.17 1 1 15 15114 4 

*3 points deducted 


Shropshire Premier 
League 

irlliv 


Premier Division 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Oakengates Ath 14 11 

1 

2 

52 

22 

34 

Prees FC.12 10 

0 

2 

36 

27 

30 

Shrewsbury Junl 2 

8 

0 

4 

40 

32 

24 

Gobowen Celtic 13 

6 

2 

5 

35 

40 

20 

Clee Hill United. 11 

6 

1 

4 

48 

21 

19 

Madeley Sports 13 

6 

1 

6 

23 

20 

19 

Newport T Res. 13 

5 

2 

6 

37 

33 

17 

Oakengates.14 

5 

0 

9 

40 

49 

15 

Craven Arms.... 14 

2 

1 

11 

20 

54 

7 

Shifnal Utd 97.. 14 

2 

0 12 

18 

51 

6 

Division 1 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

St Martins Vill.,13 

9 

2 

2 

52 

14 

29 

Coven United... 12 

8 

3 

1 

48 

19 

27 

Stoke Heath.14 

7 

2 

5 

61 

44 

23 

Claverley FC.12 

7 

0 

5 

31 

39 

21 

Madeley Spt Resl 3 6 

2 

5 

33 

33 

20 

WrockWd Jun. 12 

5 

3 

4 

38 

25 

18 

Albrighton.15 

4 

2 

9 

36 

42 

14 

Brown Clee.11 

2 

4 

5 

21 

29 

10 

Denso FC.12 

0 

0 12 

14 

89 

0 



Market Drayton Golf Club 
are holding a junior golf fun 
day on this Saturda, February 
24, from 2-4pm 
It’s a free fun ‘get into golf’ 
session for all youngsters 
aged five-17 years held on 
the club’s practice area. 
Run by junior organisers 
at the club the aim is to 
introduce youngsters to the 
game in an enjoyable way. 
See the club’s website: www. 
marketdraytongolfclub.co.uk 
or call the club on 01630 
652266. 

■ Pictured Scarlett Duthie 
(left) last year’s junior club 
captain who has now has 
the honour of been named 
2018 vice-captain for 
Shropshire Junior Girls, with 
current club junior captain 
Georgia Anderson. 


Greenhous Shrewsbury 
Sunday League 


P W D L F A P 


Compasses. 

13 

8 

3 

2 

34 

24 

27 

Instones United 

..8 

7 

0 

1 

41 

14 

21 

Beacon. 

10 

5 

1 

4 

26 

22 

16 

Cruckton Rov... 

..7 

5 

0 

2 

29 

22 

15 

Radbrook. 

11 

4 

3 

4 

25 

25 

15 

Telegraph. 

11 

4 

3 

4 

30 

37 

15 

Kinnerley. 

10 

4 

1 

5 

24 

23 

13 

Loppington. 

10 

3 

2 

5 

16 

26 

11 

The Gates. 

12 

2 

2 

8 

24 

40 

8 

Coton Rovers... 

12 

1 

3 

8 

27 

43 

6 


r 

Snailbeach.9 

9 

0 

0 

63 

6 

27 

The Horse.22 15 

4 3 

54 

27 

49 

Norbury.9 

6 

1 

2 

37 

14 

19 

The Tractor Boys2211 

7 4 

39 

26 

40 

Unison.8 

5 

1 

2 

19 

19 

16 

Bulldog 2012...22 10 

6 6 

43 

35 

36 

Bomere Heath....8 

4 

2 

2 

29 

16 

14 

Claverley.20 7 

7 6 

31 

31 

28 

White Lion.11 

4 

0 

7 

26 

55 

12 

Assured FC.21 8 

4 9 

43 

45 

28 

Harlescott Rang. 9 

3 

1 

5 

21 

23 

10 

Silverthorne O.B21 7 

4 10 

33 

38 

25 

S.A.H.A.8 

2 

1 

5 

14 

24 

7 

B/N Corinthians 22 5 

7 10 

33 

44 

22 

Red Barne.9 

2 

1 

6 

15 

31 

7 

Black Horse.21 5 

4 12 

25 

40 

19 

AFC Fountain.7 

0 

1 

6 

12 

48 

1 

West Gate.21 4 

5 12 

30 

47 

17 


P W D L F A P 

...12 9 2 1 46 24 29 
Bull in Barne.... 13 7 2 4 33 32 23 

Dudleston Heath. 9 7 0 2 45 28 21 

Dun Cow. 10 5 3 2 45 32 18 

Charles Darwin ..9 6 0 3 33 23 18 

Onslow. 12 5 0 7 35 28 15 

H Farm Rang.... 13 5 0 8 34 49 15 

Minsterley Rang13 3 3 7 30 46 12 

Wheatsheaf.11 1 3 7 22 40 6 

Brockton Rov... 10 1 1 8 23 44 4 


P W D L F A P 

OPOWem. 13 10 1 2 39 22 31 

Boca Seniors ...11 9 2 0 48 12 29 

Dorrington.13 8 1 4 29 23 25 

Crown AF. 13 6 3 4 43 33 21 

Craven Arms.... 12 7 0 5 33 25 21 

Rock Rovers.9 6 1 2 31 17 19 

Dolphin AFC.13 4 3 6 32 40 15 

Coracle United. 13 4 0 9 28 57 12 

Compasses BH 14 3 2 9 31 39 11 

Dun Cow Youth 13 2 1 10 22 40 7 

Unicorn.10 1 0 9 16 44 3 


Telford Sunday Football 
League 


p w 

Dawley .11 10 

Whitehorse Ath 12 9 
Celtic Spartans 13 7 

The Talbot.13 6 

Riverside.12 5 

Shifnal N End... 14 4 
Joiners Arms F.C.11 4 
Travellers Joy ..14 3 
Captain Webb .. 16 2 


P W 

WrockWd Wand1512 
AFC Broseley... 10 9 
Telford Rangers 12 6 
Kings Arms MD13 5 

Black Horse.14 4 

St Georges.13 4 

Bulls Hd DBVetsll 4 

Britannia.12 

Crown Dawley.. 12 


D L F A P 

1 0 57 15 31 

1 2 43 23 28 

1 5 47 29 22 

3 4 37 29 21 

2 5 21 30 17 

3 7 43 55 15 

2 5 25 32 14 

1 10 24 58 10 

2 12 28 54 8 

1 

F A P 

60 17 37 
1 67 9 27 
4 39 42 20 

7 22 40 16 

8 31 60 14 
8 18 43 13 
7 22 31 12 

6 22 43 12 

7 30 26 11 


D L 


J T Hughes Montgomer- 
Amateur Football 


yshire i 


gue 

Division 1 


Guilsfield Res 
Four Crosses. 
Bishops Castli 
Waterloo Rov 
Llanfair Res... 
Trewern. 


P W D L F A P 


Maesyrhandir. 
Llanymynech. 

Meifod. 

Caersws Res.. 
Morda United. 


...13 

9 

3 

1 

44 

20 

30 

...13 

9 

2 

2 

44 

18 

29 

e. 11 

8 

2 

1 

45 

14 

26 

...15 

6 

4 

5 

36 

23 

22 

...11 

5 

2 

4 

28 

22 

17 

...11 

5 

2 

4 

27 

31 

17 

1.15 

3 

4 

8 

29 

38 

13 

...15 

3 

4 

8 

30 

52 

13 

...13 

3 

3 

7 

23 

46 

12 

...12 

3 

1 

8 

15 

27 

10 


1 8 14 44 
0 0 0 0 


QC Plastering 
Bridgnorth Five-A-Side 
League 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

GTE Transport.. 19 13 2 4 47 21 41 

New Inn. 19 12 1 6 47 33 37 


AFC Bridgnorth 19 9 3 7 40 34 


Down Inn. 19 10 0 9 30 27 30 


Alveley.19 9 2 8 32 28 29 

Pheonix FC. 19 9 2 8 31 35 29 

Cressage. 19 6 1 12 36 55 19 

The George.19 2 1 16 17 47 7 

Division 2 

P W D L F A P 


Shrewsbury & District 
Ladies Darts League 


Division 1 
P W L D FA 


Rock & F A. 16 12 1 3 64 32 27 

Charles Darwin 16 12 2 2 70 26 26 

Anchor F/W. 15 11 1 3 65 25 25 


Heathgates. 15 9 4 2 58 32 20 


4 2 54 36 20 
6 3 7 51 45 19 


Belle Vue Tav.... 15 
Woodman. 

MonkmoorB.... 15 7 6 2 43 47 16 

Telegraph. 15 4 10 1 32 58 9 

Crn & Sceptre .16 2 10 4 32 64 8 

Crown Coleham 17 3 13 1 35 67 7 

Beeches BH. 17 2 12 3 34 68 7 

Horseshoes. 17 3 14 0 32 70 6 

Division 2 
P W L D FA 


Saddlers. 16 11 3 2 59 37 24 


Harry Hotspur.. 17 9 3 5 61 41 23 

Crown AF. 17 6 1 10 57 45 22 

HSC. 16 7 2 7 56 40 21 

Red Lion. 18 4 3 11 59 49 19 

Bird in Hand.16 6 3 7 50 46 18 

Compasses B.. 17 5 5 7 47 55 17 

Masonic. 18 7 7 4 54 54 16 

Monkmoor A.... 17 4 6 7 46 56 15 

BagleySSC. 17 6 9 2 47 55 14 

CompassesC.. 16 5 8 3 44 52 13 

Compasses A.. 18 4 10 4 42 66 12 

Rock & F B. 17 2 13 2 38 64 7 

Wrockwardine Wood 


Monday Night Domino 

P W L F A P 


Trench S/Club. 

.5 

4 

1 

23 

12 

31 

Football C. 

. 5 

4 

1 

17 

18 

25 

Dun Cow. 

.5 

3 

2 

18 

17 

24 

Football A. 

.5 

2 

3 

19 

16 

23 

Football B. 

.6 

2 

4 

18 

24 

22 

Coalport. 

.5 

2 

3 

16 

19 

20 

Decades. 

.5 

1 

4 

15 

20 

17 

B & White. 

.6 

5 

1 

27 

15 

37 

Bullshead. 

.6 

4 

2 

24 

18 

32 

Rec Club. 

.6 

4 

2 

23 

19 

31 

W/Horse B. 

.6 

3 

3 

23 

19 

29 

W/Horse F/R. 

.6 

3 

3 

21 

21 

27 

Donnington. 

.6 

3 

3 

17 

25 

23 

W/Horse A. 

.6 

1 

5 

18 

24 

20 

C/Cheese. 

.6 

1 

5 

15 

27 

17 


Stonehouse Brewery 
Oswestry & District 
Domino League 


P W D L F A 


T W L Oswestry 19 6 11 


Penybont Inn.... 19 
Bell Oswestry... 19 


11 

7 

2 

81 

39 

29 

11 

4 

5 

70 

50 

26 

6 

11 

2 

64 

50 

23 

7 

9 

3 

63 

51 

23 

7 

9 

3 

63 

51 

23 

7 

7 

6 

65 

55 

21 

9 

3 

7 

59 

55 

21 

9 

3 

7 

56 

58 

21 

6 

7 

5 

54 

54 

19 

4 

10 

4 

53 

55 

18 

3 

4 

12 

44 

70 

10 

2 

4 

13 

38 

76 

8 

2 

2 

15 

34 

80 

6 


P W 

Llangedwyn.17 14 

D 

1 

L 

2 

F 

69 

A 

21 

P 

43 

Corvedale Dominoes 


P W 

Boots.17 14 

D 

1 

L 

2 

F 

79 

A 

47 

P 

43 

Forden United... 12 12 

0 

0 

60 

13 

36 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Barford Tigers.. 17 12 

2 

3 

52 

34 

38 

Trefonen.13 

8 

2 

3 

30 

17 

26 

THAA. 

...13 

8 

2 

3 

60 

44 

18 

Warwick.17 

9 

3 

5 

48 

38 

30 

Kerry Res.14 

6 

3 

5 

34 

42 

21 

Bantams. 

...12 

8 

2 

2 

58 

38 

18 

Hampton.17 

9 

1 

7 

64 

49 

28 

Abermule Res.. 10 

5 

1 

4 

30 

22 

16 

Swan. 

...14 

5 

5 

4 

56 

56 

15 

Warwick Univ... 18 

9 

1 

8 

55 

52 

28 

Lhaeadr Res.9 

5 

0 

4 

42 

35 

15 

Outsiders. 

...13 

6 

2 

5 

55 

49 

14 

Northampton.... 17 

8 

1 

8 

45 

50 

25 

Ch’stoke Res.... 14 

3 

4 

7 

32 

47 

13 

Burway B. 

...13 

6 

2 

5 

53 

51 

14 

North Stafford.. 17 

6 

5 

6 

45 

45 

23 

Welshpool Res. 12 

3 

3 

6 

22 

33 

12 

Insiders. 

...14 

5 

3 

6 

57 

55 

13 

Edgbaston.17 

7 

2 

8 

38 

43 

23 

Newtown Wand 11 

3 

2 

6 

20 

29 

11 

Seven Stars.. 

...15 

5 

3 

7 

56 

64 

13 

Stone.17 

5 

3 

9 

46 

61 

18 

Llanfechain.14 

3 

1 

10 

23 

45 

10 

Burway A. 

...14 

4 

4 

6 

48 

64 

12 

Sutton Coldfield 17 

5 

1 

11 

30 

47 

16 

Carno Res.11 

3 

0 

8 

25 

28 

9 

Sun. 

...12 

3 

5 

4 

46 

50 

11 

Old Hales.17 

3 

3 11 

29 

50 

12 

Llanfyllin T Res 11 

0 

1 

10 

8 

63 

1 

Tally Ho. 

...14 

1 

4 

9 

47 

65 

6 

Bridgnorth.16 

2 

3 11 

39 

54 

9 


English Rugby Clubs 

Midlands Premier 


Midlands Premier 

P W D L F A P 

B’ham & Solihulll 8 17 0 1 745 230 83 

Peterborough ..20 16 0 4 667374 77 

Newport (Salop)19 13 0 6 699 309 67 

Scunthorpe. 19 14 0 5 555400 66 

Sandbach. 19 12 0 7 606397 60 

Doncaster. 19 11 0 8 690569 60 

Nuneaton. 19 11 0 8 544419 57 

Bridgnorth.19 11 0 8 535327 56 

Derby.20 8 0 12 517535 48 

Bournville.19 8 0 11 529640 42 

Lichfield.20 5 0 15 430678 36 

Longton. 19 5 0 14 373717 30 

Newbold.20 4 0 16 373629 25 

Old Hales.20 0 0 20 1991238 4 

Midlands 1 West 

P W D L F A P 

Dudley K.20 17 0 3 704 311 86 

Burton. 18 16 0 2 756230 82 

Bromsgrove.19 15 0 4 602369 73 

Stoke on Trent.. 20 12 2 6 507464 61 

Moseley Oak.... 18 10 1 7 385 385 51 

Stourbridge. 19 9 1 9 419400 49 

Lutterworth. 17 8 0 9 438474 45 

Hereford. 19 9 1 9 340421 43 

Melbourne.20 7 2 11 387 500 39 

Worcester. 19 7 2 10 364503 39 

Rugby Lions.20 6 2 12 426496 38 

Sutton Coldfield 20 4 1 15 370588 26 

Camp Hill. 19 4 0 15 310 556 25 

Wolverhampton 18 2 2 14 291 602 21 

Midlands 2 West (North) 

P W D L F A P 

Whitchurch.15 15 0 0 482149 70 

Crewe & Nant... 16 12 0 4 500306 58 

Spartan.16 12 0 4 272222 52 

Leek. 16 10 1 5 307251 50 

Veseyans. 16 8 1 7 257 269 42 

Walsall. 16 8 1 7 314352 41 

Ludlow. 16 7 1 8 362308 41 

Tamworth. 15 8 0 7 268322 37 

Newcastle. 16 4 0 12 264306 23 

Kidderminster ..16 4 0 12 279452 23 

Old Saltleians... 16 3 0 13 268376 19 

CleoburyM. 16 2 0 14 169429 14 

Midlands 3 West North 

P W D L F A P 

Burntwood.16 14 1 1 441 176 69 

Telford Hornets 16 12 0 4 367128 59 

Stafford.15 12 0 3 463202 56 

Shrewsbury. 15 10 1 4 379 220 50 

Harborne. 16 10 0 6 283 286 48 

Cannock. 15 8 0 7 337 334 42 

Edwardians. 16 9 0 7 331 377 38 

Uttoxeter. 16 6 0 10 352391 32 

Handsworth. 15 5 0 10 396436 30 

Trentham. 16 2 0 14 293 519 16 

Willenhall. 15 2 0 13 236383 13 

Barton-UN. 15 2 0 13 149 575 10 

Midlands 4 West (North) 

P W D L F A P 

Eccleshall. 14 13 0 1 455194 63 

Wednesbury.13 10 0 3 361 119 49 

Rugeley. 12 8 0 4 198207 38 

Clee Hill. 13 6 0 7 223245 31 

Aston Old Eds.. 14 6 1 7 275338 30 

Market Drayton 12 6 0 6 197 232 29 

Essington. 14 4 2 8 254330 25 

Bloxwich. 12 4 1 7 284301 20 

Yardley & Districtl 3 5 0 8 166222 12 

Church Stretton 11 0 0 11 85310 3 

Midlands 5 West (North) 

P W D L F A P 

Greyhound. 10 9 0 1 334163 43 

Linley. 10 7 1 2 336153 38 

Bishop’s Castle 10 7 0 3 311 155 38 

Chaddesley C... 10 5 0 5 310250 30 

St Leonards. 10 5 1 4 197 223 27 

Gnosall.10 3 0 7 168340 17 

Warley.10 2 0 8 140332 9 

Stourport.10 1 0 9 114294 1 

Midlands 5 West (South) 

P W D L F A P 

Aldridge.8 7 0 1 185106 33 

Atherstone.9 6 0 3 195 70 28 

Kings Norton.8 5 0 3 199103 25 

Rugby Welsh.8 5 0 3 144 87 24 

Keresley.9 4 0 5 159182 20 

Birmingham Ex... 9 3 0 6 127170 14 

Trinity Guild.9 0 0 9 55346 0 


Midland Men’s Hockey 

Midlands 1 



Midlands 2 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Stratford. 

.17 12 

2 

3 

49 

21 

Chesterfield. 

.17 12 

2 

3 

53 

28 

Streetly. 

.17 11 

3 

3 

59 

36 

Burton. 

.16 10 

2 

4 

70 

34 

Tel & Wrekin.... 

.17 

9 

5 

3 

62 

38 

Sikh Union. 

.17 

7 

4 

6 

63 

59 

Finchfield. 

.16 

4 

4 

8 

42 

59 

Bloxwich. 

.17 

4 

3 10 

37 

53 

Cov & N Warw 

.15 

5 

0 10 

37 

54 

Coalville. 

.17 

3 

5 

9 

33 

55 

Old Sicilians.. 

.17 

3 

3 11 

44 

55 

Nottingham. 

.17 

3 

1 

13 

15 

72 

West Midlands Premier 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Sikh Union. 

.15 13 

1 

1 

78 

26 

Solihull Bloss.. 

.14 12 

0 

2 

44 

18 

Bromsgrove.... 

.16 10 

2 

4 

46 

26 

Redditch. 

.15 

8 

2 

5 

40 

25 

Stafford. 

.15 

8 

1 

6 

42 

31 

Berkswell. 

.16 

6 

3 

7 

28 

36 

Ludlow. 

.15 

6 

2 

7 

34 

41 

Aldridge & Wal 

.16 

5 

2 

9 

40 

26 

Market Drayton 16 

3 

2 11 

30 

51 

Shrewsbury.... 

.13 

2 

1 

10 

16 

46 

West Bromwich 15 

2 

0 13 

24 

96 

West Midlands 1 



P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Wolverhampton 16 13 

0 

3 

62 

16 

Leamington. 

.16 12 

2 

2 

51 

16 

Old Wulfs. 

.15 

8 

3 

4 

47 

22 

Kings Heath.... 

.16 

8 

2 

6 

53 

34 

Pershore. 

.15 

7 

2 

6 

38 

43 

Newtown. 

.15 

6 

1 

8 

28 

45 

Wednesbury.... 

.15 

5 

3 

7 

37 

38 

Droitwich Spa. 

.15 

3 

1 

11 

25 

51 

Beta - WMidsI 

.13 

7 

1 

5 

39 

31 

Alpha-WMids113 

5 

1 

7 

31 

39 

Yardley. 

.15 

0 

0 15 

2 

78 


Midland Women’s 
Hockey League 

Premier 

P W D L F A P 

Univ of B’ham 1113 11 2 0 36 15 35 

Belper. 13 9 2 2 25 9 29 

Leamington13....7 5 1 28 16 26 

Beeston II.12 7 1 4 28 16 22 

Harborne.13 4 5 4 22 20 17 

Northampton.... 13 3 3 7 23 33 12 

Leicester II. 12 3 2 7 17 27 11 

Lichfield. 12 3 1 8 23 29 10 

North Notts I.... 12 2 3 7 14 30 9 

Boots.13 1 2 10 8 29 5 

Division 1 

P W D L F A Pts 

Univ of Nott.13 12 1 0 70 6 37 

Leek. 12 9 2 1 28 19 29 

Loughboro Stu 1113 7 4 2 37 20 25 

Stourport III. 13 4 5 4 18 22 17 

Univ of B’ham 11113 4 4 5 22 24 16 

Cannock II.13 2 7 4 20 28 13 

Edgbaston.12 3 3 6 27 30 12 

Sutton Coldfield 1113 2 5 6 15 27 11 

Shrewsbury.13 2 3 8 17 47 9 

Matlock Baileansl 3 1 2 10 10 41 5 


Division 2 


P W 

Rugby and EW 13 11 

Towcester.13 8 

Solihull Bloss... 13 6 

Ashby.13 7 

Kettering.13 6 

Olton & West W1113 5 

Tamworth.13 5 

Stone.13 4 

Worcester.13 4 

Belper II.13 3 


L F 

1 47 


A Pts 


9 34 


23 20 25 
26 13 22 
25 26 21 
22 20 20 
28 32 16 
25 40 15 
22 35 14 
25 32 13 
16 32 9 


Feeder West 
P W D L F A P 


Tel and Wrekin. 11 

9 

2 

0 

41 

16 

29 

Bowling Club A. 

.19 12 77 

56101 

Harborne II.12 

8 

2 

2 

36 

15 

26 

Honeysuckle AC. 

.20 12 76 

64100 

Warwick.11 

6 

2 

3 

26 

12 

20 

Honeysuckle. 

.20 13 74 

66100 

Lichfield II.12 

6 

1 

5 

26 

22 

19 

Legion Bees. 

.20 9 69 

71 87 

Stratford.12 

5 

3 

4 

18 

13 

18 

Bowling Club B. 

.20 9 69 

71 87 

Edgbastonll.5 

2 

5 16 

16 

17 


Kings Head. 

.19 9 65 

68 83 

Stafforl.11 

3 

0 

8 

15 

29 

9 

New Bowlers. 

.19 9 60 

73 78 

North Stafford.. 11 

1 

1 

9 

9 

29 

4 

Malts. 

.19 5 56 

77 66 


..10 1 1 8 11 46 4 


Shropshire Women’s 
Hockey League 

P W D L F 


A P 


Bridgnorth. 16 16 0 0 128 9 

Bridgnorth II. 16 12 1 3 50 26 37 

Wem/MD.16 12 0 4 74 44 36 

Tel & Wrekin II.. 16 8 2 6 60 38 26 

Montgomery.... 15 4 1 10 19 45 7 

Wem/MD II. 15 3 1 11 23 69 7 

Ludlow. 16 3 0 13 13 69 6 

Shrewsbury III.. 16 2 1 13 23 90 1 


Market Drayton & 
District Billiards & 
Snooker League 

Snooker Division 1 

p w D L P 

Newport Lit B.13 11 1 1 42 

Newport Lite.13 7 4 2 32 

Newport Lit A.14 5 6 3 30 

Newport Leg.13 4 6 3 29 

M Dray Leg D.13 6 4 3 28 

Edgmond B.14 5 3 6 26 

M Dray Leg B.14 2 5 7 23 

HodnetB.13 2 1 10 15 

Newport Lit D.13 14 8 15 

Snooker Division 2 

P w D L P 

Sir John Bayley.13 11 0 2 39 

M Dray Leg A.13 8 1 4 34 

HodnetC.13 8 1 4 34 

HodnetD.14 6 4 4 29 

Hales.12 6 4 2 29 

Hodnet A.13 4 3 6 20 

Edgmond A.13 4 0 9 19 

Calverhall.14 1 3 10 17 

Edgmond C.13 2 2 9 15 

Billiards 

P w D L P 

Newport Legion.13 8 0 5 42 

M Dray Leg A.13 7 0 6 35 

Hodnet A.14 7 0 7 35 

M Dray Leg B.14 7 0 7 30 

HodnetB.14 5 0 9 28 


Shrewsbury 

Domino 


Invitational 
League 



P 

W 

L 

D 

F 

A 

P 

FCC. 

...21 

12 

2 

7 

99 

69 

31 

POW. 

...21 

12 

5 

4100 

68 

28 

Rock & Fountain21 

11 

5 

5100 

68 

27 

Telegraph. 

...20 

10 

5 

5 

92 

68 

25 

Compasses... 

...21 

10 

6 

5 

91 

77 

25 

Heathgates.... 

...20 

9 

4 

7 

92 

68 

25 

BVT. 

...21 

9 

5 

7 

92 

76 

25 

Telepost. 

...21 

8 

7 

6 

85 

83 

22 

HSC. 

...21 

7 

8 

6 

85 

83 

21 

Dog & Pheasant21 

6 

6 

9 

88 

80 

21 

Masonic. 

...21 

6 

7 

8 

79 

89 

20 

Cross Foxes.. 

...21 

5 

8 

8 

76 

92 

18 

Postal. 

...21 

4 

11 

6 

68 

99 

14 

Brooklands.... 

...21 

3 

11 

7 

67101 

13 

Anchor. 

...21 

5 

14 

2 

66102 

12 

Albion. 

...21 

3 

16 

2 

56112 

8 


Ludlow Tuesday Domino 
League 

P W L F A P 

Jockey.13 10 3 84 46 84 

Drifters.14 8 6 78 62 78 

Queens.13 10 3 77 53 77 

Ludlow Club.14 5 9 65 75 65 

Blue Boar.14 6 8 64 74 64 

Castle.12 8 4 63 57 63 

.13 6 7 58 70 58 

. 14 5 9 57 83 57 

.13 4 9 54 76 54 


Wellington Winter Dom- 


inoes League 

P W L F 

A 

P 

Woolpack. 

....11 

9 

2 59 

40 

33 

Park Hotel B. 

....11 

7 

4 53 

46 

25 

Park Hotel A. 

....11 

7 

4 52 

47 

25 

Malt Shovel B. 

....11 

6 

5 53 

46 

24 

Horseshoes. 

....11 

4 

7 47 

52 

20 

Malt Shovel A. 

....11 

4 

7 47 

52 

19 

Railway. 

....11 

4 

7 46 

53 

16 

Captain Webb. 

....11 

3 

8 39 

60 

14 


The Honeysuckle New¬ 
port Domiiw League 


Arthur Hawkins Newport 
District Domino League 

P W F A P 


Cricket B. 

Lion. 

Cricket A. 

Legion Aces... 


Bowling Club A. 

Bowling Club B. 

Three Horseshoes... 
Childs Ercall Club.... 


j 11 61 51 83 
...16 10 63 49 83 
...16 10 59 53 79 
...16 8 56 56 72 
...16 8 54 58 70 
...16 7 50 62 64 
...16 6 46 66 58 
...16 6 45 67 57 
...16 5 46 66 56 
...16 4 45 67 53 


37 


Rock & Fount A 15 12 

0 

3 

62 

28 

27 

Anchor F/W.15 11 

1 

3 

65 

25 

25 

Charles Darwin 15 11 

2 

2 

65 

25 

24 

Heathgates.14 8 

4 

2 

53 

31 

18 

Belle Vue Tav.... 14 8 

4 

2 

50 

34 

18 

Woodman.15 6 

3 

6 

48 

42 

18 

MonkmoorB.... 15 7 

6 

2 

43 

47 

16 

Telegraph.14 4 

9 

1 

31 

53 

9 

BeechesB/H.... 16 2 11 

3 

33 

63 

7 

Crown & Sceptrel 5 2 10 

3 

29 

61 

7 

Horseshoes.16 3 13 

0 

31 

65 

6 


North Shropshire Indoor 
Cricket League 


Grasshoppers. 


.4 

4 

0 

20 

Alberbury. 


.5 

3 

2 

15 

Whitchurch. 


.5 

3 

2 

15 

Wem. 


.6 

0 

6 

0 

Clive & District Billiard 


P W 

L D 

F 

A 

P 

Wem Cons. 

.17 12 

1 4 

49 

19 

49 

Clive. 

.17 8 

5 4 

36 

32 

36 

Hodnet. 

.17 6 

4 7 

36 

32 

36 

Harlescott. 

.18 5 

7 6 

36 

36 

36 

Stanton. 

.17 5 

3 9 

35 

33 

35 

Monty’s. 

.17 2 

9 6 

24 

44 

24 

Preston. 

.17 1 

10 6 

24 

44 

24 


Bridgnorth Snooker 

Division 1 



P 

W 

L F 

A 

Pt 

Shifnal B. 

.15 

13 

2 61 

14 

74 

Chelmarsh B.. 

.15 

13 

2 55 

20 

68 

St John’s. 

.15 

13 

2 54 

21 

67 

Broseley B. 

.15 

12 

3 54 

21 

68 

Alveley B. 

. 15 3 12 21 

Division 2 

54 

24 


P 

W 

L F 

A 

Pt 

Maddocks. 

.15 

6 

9 39 

54 

45 

Highley Wmc. 

.15 

6 

9 30 

45 

36 

Broseley A. 

.15 

6 

9 27 

48 

33 

Alveley C. 

.15 

3 12 21 

54 

24 

Chelmarsh D.. 

.15 

0 15 13 

62 

13 


Shrewsbury & District 
Ladies Darts League 

Division 1 
P W L D 


F A P 


Crown Coleham 16 2 13 1 30 66 

Division 2 


P W 

L 

D 

F 

A 

P 

Saddlers.16 11 

3 

2 

59 

37 

24 

Harry Hotspur.. 16 

9 

2 

5 

59 

37 

23 

Crown AF.16 

6 

1 

9 

54 

42 

21 

HSC.15 

6 

2 

7 

52 

38 

19 

Red Lion.17 

4 

3 

10 

56 

46 

18 

Bird in Hand.15 

5 

3 

7 

46 

44 

16 

Compasses B ..16 

5 

5 

6 

44 

52 

16 

Masonic.17 

6 

7 

4 

50 

52 

14 

Monkmoor A.... 16 

4 

6 

6 

43 

53 

14 

BSSC.16 

6 

9 

1 

44 

52 

13 

Compasses C.. 15 

5 

7 

3 

42 

48 

13 

Compasses A.. 17 

4 

10 

3 

39 

63 

11 

Rock & Fount B 16 

2 12 

2 

36 

60 

7 

Shrewsbury 

PWD 

Darts 

L F A 

P 

Admiral Dun A.. 20 17 

2 

1 110 

50 

36 

Crown.20 12 

4 

4 

99 

61 

28 

Masonic.20 13 

2 

5 

98 

62 

28 

Wheatsheaf FW 20 12 

4 

4 

98 

62 

28 

Compasses Dith20 

9 

6 

5 

87 

73 

24 

Heathgates.20 10 

4 

6 

83 

77 

24 

Mytton Arms.... 20 

8 

6 

6 

88 

72 

22 

Brooklands.20 

9 

4 

7 

84 

76 

22 

Dickin Arms.20 

8 

4 

8 

81 

79 

20 

Rock and F.20 

5 

6 

9 

68 

92 

16 

Beeches.20 

5 

3 12 

71 

89 

13 

Admiral Dun B..20 

3 

2 15 

56104 

8 

Woodman.20 

3 

0 17 

48112 

6 

Inn on Green....20 

2 

1 

17 

49111 

5 

Ron’s Gents 

Hairdress- 

ing Shrewsbury & Dis 
trict Domino League 

- 

Division One 




P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Frankwell CC....21 

13 

7 

1 105 

63 

33 

Boars Head.21 

11 

6 

4 

95 

73 

28 

Crown A.21 

9 

9 

3 

96 

72 

27 

Unison.21 

9 

6 

6 

90 

78 

24 

Horseshoes.21 10 

4 

7 

81 

87 

24 

Telegraph CB....21 
Cross Foxes B..21 

9 

5 

7 

88 

80 

23 

9 

4 

8 

87 

81 

22 

Rock A.20 

8 

5 

7 

86 

74 

21 

Brooklands A...21 

8 

4 

9 

78 

90 

20 

Comp/Reman... 21 

7 

5 

9 

88 

80 

19 

Belle Vue Tavern21 

6 

7 

8 

78 

90 

19 

Monk/Belv.20 

8 

3 

9 

75 

85 

19 

RockC.21 

5 

6 

10 

77 

91 

16 

Telepost.21 

Rock B.21 

6 

3 

12 

69 

99 

15 

5 

3 

13 

71 

97 

13 

Woodman A.21 

4 

3 

14 

72 

96 

11 

Division Two 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Telegraph A.21 

12 

5 

4 

96 

72 

29 

Woodman B.21 

11 

5 

5 

90 

78 

27 

Telegraph B.21 

11 

4 

6 

95 

73 

26 

Monkmoor.21 

12 

2 

7 

93 

75 

26 

Old Bell.21 

10 

5 

6 

91 

77 

25 

Heathgates B ...21 

10 

5 

6 

89 

79 

25 

Harry Hotspur.. 21 

8 

7 

6 

88 

80 

23 

Harlescott SC... 21 

6 

9 

6 

87 

81 

21 

Telegraph R0...21 

8 

5 

8 

85 

83 

21 

Plough.21 

7 

5 


82 

86 

19 

Horseshoes A.. 21 

6 

7 

8 

81 

87 

19 

Compasses A..20 

8 

3 

9 

79 

81 

19 

Compasses B ..21 

4 

10 

7 

82 

86 

18 

Corbett Uff A.... 21 

5 

7 

9 

73 

95 

17 

Beeches A.20 

3 

5 12 

63 

97 

11 

Red Lion.21 

3 

3 15 

63105 

9 

Division Three 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Rock D.20 13 

4 

3 

99 

61 

30 

Coach.20 12 

4 

4 

91 

69 

28 

P of Wales A.... 20 10 

5 

5 

87 

73 

25 

Beeches.19 10 

3 

6 

88 

64 

23 

Corbett Uff B.... 19 10 

3 

6 

84 

68 

23 

Cressage.19 

9 

5 

5 

82 

70 

23 

Bull in Barn A... 20 

7 

7 

6 

80 

80 

21 

Bull in Barn B.. 19 

6 

8 

5 

79 

73 

20 

Masonic B.19 

6 

7 

6 

83 

69 

19 

Ad Duncan.19 

8 

2 

9 

74 

78 

18 

Masonic A.19 

6 

6 

7 

69 

83 

18 

Compasses BH 20 

7 

3 

10 

77 

83 

17 

Bagley.20 

5 

4 

11 

70 

90 

14 

Steam Wagon ..20 

5 

2 

13 

68 

92 

12 

Wheatsheaf FW 19 

0 

1 

18 

37115 

1 

Division Four 




P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Bird.19 14 

3 

2 

95 

57 

31 

Red Lion.18 11 

2 

5 

80 

64 

24 

Heathgates A... 18 

8 

5 

5 

84 

60 

21 

Crown B.19 

9 

2 

8 

84 

68 

20 

Bricklayers Cop 19 

6 

8 

5 

82 

70 

20 

Cross Foxes A.. 20 

7 

5 

8 

78 

82 

19 

Dolphin.18 

7 

2 

9 

63 

81 

16 

Inn on the Greenl 8 

5 

4 

9 

67 

77 

14 

P of Wales B.... 19 

6 

1 

12 

60 

92 

13 

Brooklands B... 18 

3 

1 

14 

50 

94 

7 
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Harry 
call-up to 
the England 
U18s squad 


Harry Bower - England call 

NORTH Shropshire College stu¬ 
dent Harry Bower has netted 
footballing success after being 
selected for the English Colleges 
under-18s team. 

Harry, a Level 3 TNS football 
scholarship student, beat off 
strong competition for places after 
being put through his paces along¬ 
side other students from colleges 
across England in two football tri¬ 
als in Leicester and Sheffield. 

After reviewing Harry’s perfor¬ 
mance, he was offered a sought 
after position on the team which 
won its first match against Aus¬ 
tralia’s under-18s football team 
at St Georges Park in Burton, the 
official England team’s training 
ground. 

The team is affiliated with the 
English Colleges Football Associa¬ 
tion (ECFA) who is responsible for 
organising national and local com¬ 
petitions and festivals for schools 
and colleges throughout England. 

Reflecting on his success, Harry 
said: “I’m very grateful to have 
been offered the opportunity to 
play for the ECFA, and all the sup¬ 
port NSC and TNS Football Club 
has provided to get me this far. 

“On one of our first matches we 
were lucky enough to beat Austral¬ 
ia’s under-18s football club 3-2.” 

Paul Clark, programme leader 
for sport, leisure and tourism at 
NSC added: “We are very proud to 
have a North Shropshire College 
student playing at this level. 

“This is an excellent opportu¬ 
nity for Harry, and we hope that 
he will be able to gain a wealth 
of additional experience that will 
help with his studies at NSC.” 

For more information, about 
the TNS Football Scholarship 
and courses at NSC, or to apply 
for courses starting in September 
2018, please visit the website at 
www.nsc.ac.uk or call the admis¬ 
sions team on 01691 688080. 

There are also a selection of up¬ 
coming pre-course taster sessions 
across our campuses. To book, or 
to find out more please contact 
Chloe Edwards, school ILiaison 
and marketing co-ordinator via 
c.edwards@nsc.ac.uk or call 01691 
688087. 




Town facing 
busy run-in 
to the season 

FC Oswestry Town are preparing 
for a busy run-in as they bid to 
maintain their improvements in 
the Hallmark North West Counties 
League division one. 

Without any action last weekend, 
Town still have 15 league games to 
play as well as being involved in two 
cup competitions. 

After having a midweek friendly 
against Guilsfield at Park Hall, their 
next league action is the rearranged 
league encounter away to Cumbri¬ 
ans Holker Old Boys on Saturday. 

The following Tuesday (February 
27), Town take on Midlands League 
side Haughmond in the TJ Vickers 
Shropshire Cup semi-final at Elles¬ 
mere, with the winners meeting ei¬ 
ther Whitchurch Alport or Newport 
Town in the final. 


TNS see quadruple 
glory dream dashed 



TNS defender Connell Rawlinson (left) tussles for the ball in the Dumbarton goalmouth with Craig Barr 
and keeper Scott Gallacher. ■ Pic: Brian Jones. 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


TWO stunning second half strikes 
shattered The New Saints’ dreams 
of IRN-BRU Cup glory as the Welsh 
Premier high fliers slipped to a 2-1 
semi final exit to Dumbarton at Park 
Hall. 

Looking to reach the final for the first 
time, the Saints seemed in control for the 
first 70 minutes, with Dean Ebbe’s close 
range effort early in the second half giving 
them a deserved lead. 

But the complexion of the encounter changed 
after Dumbarton - who had rarely troubled the 
home goal - were sparked into life with a couple 
of changes. 

And the Scottish Championship strugglers, 
without a win since early December, turned the 
tie around in some style with terrific long range 
efforts from Danny Handling and substitute 
Dimitris Froxylias. 

The Saints almost rescued the tie late on with 
Tom Holland going close from distance, but the 
Dons held on to seal their place in a national cup 
final for the first time in over 100 years. 

Defeat ended TNS’ hopes of landing an his¬ 
toric four trophies this season, and boss Scott 
Ruscoe was left to reflect on what might have 
been after his side had bossed the semi-final for 
most part. 

Chances 

“The game was going to plan, we dominated 
the first half, and once we went a goal in front 
we were looking okay,” he said. 

“I don’t think they’d had a chance, so when 
they scored out of the blue, with the second 
goal coming five or six minutes from the end, it 
knocked the stuffing out of us. 

“Even so, we still had opportunities at the end, 
but their keeper made a couple of good saves, 
and it was not to be. 

“Credit to them, they came with a game plan, 
and struck at it, and we maybe did not create as 
many chances as we would have liked.” 

TNS started with a fast tempo, and were 
inches from taking the lead in the third minute 
when good work by Blaine Hudson down the 
right flank released Simon Spender whose invit¬ 
ing cross was met by Aeron Edwards who could 
only steer his close range header against the bar. 

Looking to capitalise on the fourth consecutive 
home tie in this season’s competition, the Welsh 
Premier hosts continued to make the running 
with Spender off target with another effort. 

Dumbarton struggled to get out of their own 
half in the opening stages as they found them¬ 
selves at full stretch against the speed and move¬ 
ment of Ruscoe’s men. 

Eventually, the Scottish visitors started to get 
some kind of foothold in the game, with Chris¬ 
tian Nade making one threatening sortie down 
the right on the half hour. 

However, TNS were still dominating posses¬ 
sion, and made the breakthrough seven minutes 
into the second period that their efforts fully 
merited. 

Ryan Brobbel was the architect when his silky 
footwork on the right left the Dons defence in 
his wake before delivering a low cross from the 
byline that was only partially cleared before 
Ebbe smashed home the loose ball from close 
range - his first home goal for the Saints. 


Dumbarton had offered little, but were sparked into 
life by a couple of changes as they looked to retrieve 
the game 

And they hit back in spectacular style on 74 minutes 
when Handling worked space on the D before curling 
an exquisite 25-yard strike into the top right corner. 

With the game becoming stretched out, TNS top 
scorer Greg Draper curled an effort just past the post 
from the left of the box as the hosts looks to make a 
swift riposte. 

But the Park Hall men were rocked six minutes 
from time when Greek midfielder Froxylias, with vir¬ 
tually his first touch of the game, rifled a swerving 
35-yard free kick past keeper Paul Harrison. 

The Saints chased an instant reply, with the Sons 
clearing the danger to deny both Draper and Ebbe in 
a goalmouth scramble from a Spender cross. 

Holland almost conjured up a leveller ion the last 
minute with a swerving 30-yarder that keeper Scott 
Gallagher just managed to keep out, while Brobbel 
had a goalmouth effort blocked as the Sons held on to 


ensure a happy 280-mile trip back north. 

Despite being without a league game, The Saints 
remain 12 points clear at the top of the JD Welsh Pre¬ 
mier after second placed Connah’s Quay Nomads went 
down 1-0 at Bangor City who took the spoils with an 
own goal from former TNS defender Kai Edwards. 

NEWTOWN’S hopes of making the play-offs were 
dealt another blow after suffering a 2-1 loss against 
Barry Town United at Latham Park. 

The Robins - who were were looking to get back on 
the winning trail after their defeat at Carmarthen the 
previous week - were left feeling aggrieved not to have 
got at least a point in a game they dominated for large 
parts. 

All the goals game in the opening 20 minutes as 
Ryan Newman’s volley for the south Wales visitors 
was cancelled out by Nick Rushton. 

Kane McLaggon fired Barry back in front immedi¬ 
ately after, before a controversial second half ensued 
as the Robins had two big penalty shouts waved away. 


Four red cards then players walk off 


GUILSFIELD’S Cymru Alliance clash with Gres- 
ford Athletic descended into a farce with four op¬ 
position players sent off - and the Latics’ manager 
then pulling his players from the field four minutes 
from time. 

After two Gresford players saw red in the first 
half, in the game played at TNS’ Park Hall ground, 
two more were given their marching orders follow¬ 
ing Guilsfield’s winning goal. 

Athletic boss Steven Halliwell, who had been sent 
to the stands at half time, then came onto the field 
of play and ordered his players to walk off amid 
heated scenes. 

That ended the game with trouble threatening to 
further spill over as players went back onto the field 
to confront the referee. 

On a frosty night in front of a good crowd at The 
Venue, it was the visitors who began the brighter 
and took an early lead 20 minutes through Mike 
Latham after some good passing football carved 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


Guilsfield open. 

But it began to turn sour when Tom Freeman 
first received a caution for kicking the ball away, 
and then a late tackle on Gareth Jones saw referee 
Huw Jones give him his marching orders. 

Before the game re-started, another red card 
was handed out to Owen Roberts, for what looked 
like dissent, and Halliwell himself was sent to the 
stands. 

The game then calmed down, with the second pe¬ 
riod dominated by Nathan Leonard’s side, but for a 
few long range Gresford efforts. 

Guilsfield huffed and puffed with the visitors sit¬ 
ting in and defending doggedly in a bid to defend 
their hosts. 

Although frustrated, they managed to get through 
in the end as Andy Ford reacted to a knock down to 


sweep the ball home and level matters. Ten minutes 
from time they looked to have won it as Jack Rich¬ 
ards’ effort crashed down off the bar and possibly 
over the line, but referee Jones waved play on. 

Gresford did crack in the dying moments as Ford 
headed it down, and Stuart Rogers fired a low volley 
home to win it for the Guils. 

But the controversy wasn’t over as Gresford 
thought there was a foul in the build-up, and two 
more visiting players, Josh Griffiths and Max Peate, 
were given red cards for something said to referee 
Jones. 

Gresford’s boss Halliwell then rushed onto the 
pitch and ordered his players to leave the field, 
with more ugly scenes threatening to break out in a 
night of shame for the league. 

Referee Jones left the field to a barrage of shout¬ 
ing from the sidelines, with both sides now waiting 
to see what the outcome from Huws Gray Alliance 
officials will be. 


Four-star 
Guilsfield 
cruise to 
away win 

TWO goals at the start and end of 
the game kept Guilsfield hard on 
the heels of the leading pack in the 
Huws Gray Cymru Alliance with 
a 4-0 victory at lowly Llandudno 
Junction. 

Jake Cook netted twice inside 
the first four minutes to put the 
Guils on course, before late strikes 
from Andy Ford (83) and debutant 
Jack Harris (88) wrapped up the 
hard-fought win against spirited 
opposition. The mid Wales men 
remain fifth, four points off sec¬ 
ond place and eight points behind 
leaders Caernarfon Town who they 
visit on Saturday. 

Wary that they were held 3-3 at 
home by the Llandudno side ear¬ 
lier in the season, the Guils made 
a flying start to the return fixture 
with Cook striking at the double. 

They took the lead with the first 
attack of the match as Cook found 
the net after good work by new 
signing Jack Harris, before adding 
his second moments later when 
latching onto an Adam Jenkins 
cross. The visitors then went on 
to miss half a dozen chances to in¬ 
crease the advantage as they failed 
to find the target. 

Just before the half time whis¬ 
tle, Guilsfield spurned a penalty as 
Harris saw his spot kick saved by 
the legs of the home keeper after 
Cook had been fouled in the box. 

After the interval, the visitors 
failed to capitalise on their posses¬ 
sion, with the final pass often lack¬ 
ing, while Sam Litchfield, Robbie 
James and Gareth Jones all missed 
from close range. 

But they added a third with a 
scrambled goal from Ford seven 
minutes from time before debutant 
Harris fired the goal of the game 
five minutes later. 

Meanwhile, Caersws boosted 
their hopes of survival with a cru¬ 
cial 1-0 win at Flint Town United, 
Lance Jones getting the only goal 
of the game on 12 minutes. 

Fielding three new signings in 
Richard Davies, Paul Grant and 
Tom Bowen, the Bluebirds pro¬ 
duced a solid display throughout 
the team to secure a deserved and 
welcome win. 

They led after 12 minutes when 
a Craig Harris corner was flicked 
on and Jones stretched out to con¬ 
vert, while the visitors had enough 
opportunities to come away with a 
more emphatic win. 


Rovers hit 
three but it’s 
only a point 

WATERLOO Rovers missed a 
chance of making up ground on the 
leaders in the Montgomeryshire 
League division one after being held 
3-3 at Llanfyllin Town. 

Despite a brace from Charlie 
Proctor, and one from Chris Proctor, 
fourth placed Rovers had to settle 
for a share of the spoils after strug¬ 
gling to get into their stride against 
a batting Llanfyllin side. 

Bishop’s Castle, in third, boosted 
their cause with a 7-0 romp away to 
Trewern United after taking charge 
with five first half goals in the heavy 
conditions. 

Nick Joyce’s second half leveller 
and a man-of-the-match display 
from Matt Prince in goal earned 
Llanymyech a 1-1 draw at Caersws 
reserves. 

In division two, leaders Llanged- 
wyn were held to a goalless draw 
away to Trefonen. They are now 
seven points clear of second placed 
Forden United who have no fewer 
than five games in hand. 

Meanwhile promotion hopefuls 
Four Crosses swept aside Llan- 
fechain 10-0 to reach their second 
round of the Boys and Boden League 
Cup. 

Gareth Jones led the spree with 
a hat-trick, while there were braces 
for Jamie Evans and Ben Simms, 
with Jake Edwards, Jack Jones and 
an own goal completing the tally. 
























Llan pegged 
back - and 
see their Cup 
hopes dashed 

DESPITE taking the the lead 
through I wan Matthews, Llan- 
rhaeadr’s interest in the Spar Mid 
Wales League Cup ended with a 
2-1 second round exit at home to 
Carno. 

The hosts could have no com¬ 
plaints against a battling Carno 
side who adapted to the heavier 
conditions to secure a deserved 
passage to quarter-finals. 

After a goalless first half, Llan 
went ahead courtesy of a close 
range effort from Matthews, but 
the visitors hit back at the double. 

First Peter Rees slotted past 
keeper Connor Lee on 65 minutes 
before Scott Williams headed in 
from a corner 10 minutes later. 

Llanfair United swept aside 
Churchstoke 5-0 to progress to the 
last eight with Toby Evans scoring 
twice, along with Josh Astley, Phil 
Hughes and Ashley Davies. 

Holders Berriew edged through 
on penalties after their home tie 
with Builth Wells had finished 2-2 
following extra time. 

The Rhiewsiders were below the 
form they have shown of late but, 
after Will Gittins and Jake Mann 
had netted, clinched their place 
in the quarter-finals 4-3 on spot 
kicks. 

Welshpool’s tie with Brecon 
Northcote was abandoned due to 
serious injury to Brecon’s Luke 
Bowen. 

Llanidloes Town crashed out 3-0 
to Radnor Valley side who scored 
three second half goals to secure 
their fourth victory of the season 
against the Daffs. 

Liam Jones made the break¬ 
through with a free kick on the 
hour, and a defensive error saw 
Joey Price slot into an empty net 
from outside the box. 

Victory was sealed when Callum 
Matthews smashed the ball home 
after latching onto a fine pass from 
Elliott Morris. 

In the day’s other cup action, 
Abermule were edged out 2-1 by 
first division visitors Bow Street. 

In the league, Knighton Town 
maintained their push for a top 
six place in division one with a 2-0 
home success against Aberaeron 
thanks to first half goals from Sam 
Williams (33) and Tom James (10). 

Kerry, lying fourth bottom, 
gained a much needed three points 
to boost hopes of climbing away 
from trouble when overcoming 
rock bottom Machynlleth 3-2. 

The Lambs were made to battle 
all the way against a side stronger 
than their lowly league position 
suggests, but prevailed thanks to 
goals from brothers Matt and Luke 
Mumford before Max McLaughlin 
nabbed a third. 

Llandrindod Wells, another side 
also in the lower reaches, proved 
too strong for struggling Borth 
United as they cantered to a 5-1 
victory to ease their own basement 
concerns. 

Promotion chasing Llansantf- 

Thomas tops 
the goal chart 

WELSHPOOL hot shot Will Thom¬ 
as continues to surge ahead at the 
top of the Spar Mid Wales League 
goalscoring charts. 

The Maesydre marksman has net¬ 
ted 25 goals in the first division this 
season, 24 in the league and one in 
the cup, to lie eight ahead of Pool 
team-mate Adam Davies on 17 (15 
league and two in the cup). 

Knighton Town front runner Con¬ 
nor Bird is third with 15 goals while 
former Berriew marksman Richard 
Davies has 14. 

Ricky Litchfield is another Welsh¬ 
pool player to make the top 10 with 
13 goals this term, while Kerry’s 
Max McLaughlin has 12. Figures are 
up to the end of January. 

Llansantffraid’s Nathan Prodger 
is leading the way in the second divi¬ 
sion goalscoring charts with an im¬ 
pressive 23, all in the league, eight 
ahead of nearest rival, Builth Wells’ 
Richie Powell (15). 


Eight just great for on-song Saints 


IN-FORM St Martins stretched their winning streak 
to eight games in the West Midlands League division 
one with a 3-2 verdict against Telford Juniors at 
Shrewsbury’s London Road. 

Victory, courtesy of goals from Callum Graybrook, 
a terrific solo effort from Harrison Millington and 
Shawn Melusi, moved the Saints up to fourth in the 
table, and seven points off second placed Newport 
Town. 

Dan Stevens’ side almost took the lead in the fifth 
minute when the visiting keeper pulled off a superb 
point blank save to keep the ball out after a Brendon 
Price cross had deflected off a defender. 

Harrison then shot wide moments later, while 


Dave Easthope was denied by the keeper after break¬ 
ing through. The Juniors themselves threatened on 
13 minutes when striking the bar from 25 yards out 
following a mix-up in the Saints defence. 

Price went close for the hosts when his shot was 
met by a smart save after Melusi had pulled the ball 
back, while Easthope was foiled by some desperate 
defending on 34 minutes when he looked certain to 
score. 

But the breakthrough came five minutes before 
half time when Price was brought down, and Gray¬ 
brook slotted in the penalty. 

Melusi failed to capitalise on a couple of promising 
positions, but the Juniors were level from a free kick 


eight minutes into the second period. 

More openings went begging as the Saints pushed 
to regain the advantage, the visitors surviving a 
scramble after a defensive slip while Price headed 
straight at the keeper from a Hartshorn cross. 

But the hosts were in front again on 70 minutes 
with a wonder goal from Millington who broke from 
his own half before producing a neat finish. 

The points appeared to be in the bag nine min¬ 
utes later when Easthope played in Melusi who nod¬ 
ded the ball around the keeper before slotting into 
the net. But the Juniors set up a tense finish when 
pulling a goal back from a corner with five minutes 
remaining. 


Pool late try drama 
boosts safe ty push 

RUGBY by John Bridgwater 



Winger Dan Williams goes on the attack for COBRA during the win over Bangor. ■ Picture: Trevor Jones. 


A LAST-gasp converted try earned 
Welshpool a thrilling 17-15 victory 
over Bangor to maintain their push 
for safety in the Welsh League divi¬ 
sion two (north). 

The Maesydre hosts had led with tries from 
No8 Ryan Goodwin and wing Harry Davies, be¬ 
fore Rhyl hit back to carve a 12-10 advantage at 
the break with a couple of touchdowns them¬ 
selves. 

The second half became a midfield slog, with 
the visitors adding a penalty to increase their 
lead. 

But Welshpool launched a late phase of pres¬ 
sure, with replacement forward Ben Gutteridge 
crossing under the posts, which was converted 
by Andrew Thomas to secure a valuable win. 

Victory means that the Maesydre men are now 
five points clear of the two basement places - and 
are just three points adrift of Newtown who they 
visit in their next action a week on Saturday. 

As the look to build on their recent improve¬ 
ments, Pool will be in confident mood as they 
bid to avenge a recent cup defeat at the hands of 
their Powys rivals. 

While the first team secured an exciting win, 
the club also fielded a second string who suffered 
a narrow loss at Flint. 

COBRA revived their promotion challenge 
in the Welsh League division two (north) with a 
31-12 victory at home to Powys rivals Newtown. 

The bonus point victory kept the Meifod men 
in fourth spot - seven points off second placed 
Shotton with a game in hand. 

And their next game in a few weeks is at home 
to Shotton, so the chance of finishing runners-up 
behind runaway leaders Denbigh is very much in 
their own hands. 

COBRA struggled at times against Newtown, 
but a three try burst in the second half swung 
the game their way and ensured an ultimately 
convincing win. 

Fly half Will Worthington kicked a penalty to 
give the hosts the lead, before converting a well 
worked try from fullback Richard Jones who 
came into the line to score in the corner. 

COBRA then became sloppy, had Alex Hum¬ 
phreys yellow carded for handling in the ruck, 
and Newtown pulled back a try after forcing 
their way over from close in. 

The visitors went close to another score, but 
the Llanfair side held firm to ensure a 10-5 ad- 
vantfahe at the break. 

In the second half, both sides struggled two 


find any real rhythm until the hosts surged ahead 
with a three try burst in 10 minutes, all the scores 
converted by Worthington. 

Second row Lloyd Bright got the first when touching 
down after a good break down the left, Richard Jones 
then scored his second in the corner before captain 
and prop Hywel Jones burst through to effectively 
settle the issue. 

Newtown gained some consolation with a touch¬ 


down awarded after a line-out ball had been knocked 
over the home line, but it was too little too late. 

COBRA have a big cup game on Thursday when 
they visit Powys rivals Llanidloes in the quarter-finals 
of the North Wales Intermediate Cup. 

With internationals taking centre stage next week, 
the Meifod men then have to wait until March 10 for 
their next league action when they embark on their 
big clash at home to promotion rivals Shotton. 


Roberts hat-trick see Eagles to victory 


TOM Roberts bagged a hat-trick of tries as Oswest¬ 
ry gained their first win of the year in the South 
Lancs and Cheshire Two when overcoming mid ta¬ 
ble rivals Marple 34-5 at Granville Park. 

With their Greater Manchester visitors arriving 
with large forwards and looking to bully their rival 
pack, the Eagles knew they were in for a physical 
encounter - but produced an excellent all round dis¬ 
play to end a run of five defeats. 

The home side held firm in the opening sorties, 
and grabbed the opening score from a line out when 
captain Andrew Smith and Connor Blair pushed to¬ 
wards the try line. The ball was thrown out to Jack 
Charmley, James Fisher and Nick Clay before cen¬ 
tre Roberts broke through to score an unconverted 
try in the corner. 

Oswestry were then forced into a spell of fierce 
tackling to keep their line intact, with play often 
stopped by injuries to Marple players. 
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The Eagles were up for the battle, forcing their 
rivals back and their efforts saw a second uncon¬ 
verted score on 28 minutes. 

Clay passed out quickly to the backs before Liam 
Williams was released on the wing and from over 25 
yards out he was too quick for the covering defence 
as he crossed the whitewash. 

After more stoppage for Marple injuries, the Ea¬ 
gles went over for a third touchdown when a pow¬ 
erful run by Scott Smith made good yards before 
getting the ball to Nick Clay. Connor Blair then 
found Roberts who raced over from 35 yards for his 
second try of the day and Oswestry’s third, the con¬ 
version again missed. 

With 12 minutes of first half injury time played 
due to the amount of stoppages, Marple capitalised 


to score when peeling off a rolling maul following a 
line out to reduce the arrears to 15-5 at the interval. 

The second half started with more injuries to 
Marple players, but more strong running from the 
hosts saw the ball find its way to Roberts who pow¬ 
ered over from 15 yards to complete a marvellous 
hat-trick to stretch the advantage, the conversion 
again being missed. 

With a bonus point in the bag, the win was ef¬ 
fectively wrapped up when Scott Smith launched 
a terrific run from 10 yards inside his half before 
forcing his way through two Marple players and 
scoring under the posts, with Ivor Hughes adding 
the extras. 

Oswestry rounded off a good afternoon’s work 
with a sixth try. Fabrizio Gaito kicked the ball on 
followed by wing Ivor Hughes who kicked the ball 
further before picking up and unselfishly passing to 
flanker Jack Charmley to cross the line. 


Newport A 39 
are looking 
good for the 
league title 

LEADERS Newport A remain on 
track to retain the championship 
in Shropshire Chess League with 
their latest win which open up a 
three-point gap at the head of the 
table, although chasing Oswestry 
A do have a game in hand, writes 
TOBY NEAL. 

With Newport able to field their 
Grandmaster star Keith Arkell, as 
well as his super-strong brother 
Nick, Priorslee Lions were always 
going to be up against it and it was 
indeed Newport’s wins on the top 
two boards which proved decisive. 

Ludlow A’s draw on their trav¬ 
els to Shrewsbury had something 
for both teams, as the point takes 
Shrewsbury within touching dis¬ 
tance of the second spot in the 
table, while the south Shropshire 
outfit can now forget about any 
relegation worries, barring an ex¬ 
traordinary combination of unfa¬ 
vourable results. 

Meanwhile there’s a new venue 
for social chess in Telford. 

Kate Walker of the Telepost club 
says: “I’ve just been made aware 
of a fantastic community cafe/ 
bar setting up a games afternoon 
and evening which will include 
chess. This will be on the every 
first Tuesday of the month from 
3.30pm to 7.30pm. The cafe/bar is 
called Forge Urban Revival, The 
Wakes in Oakengates, Telford. 

“They already have some peo¬ 
ple that are interested in playing 
or learning chess so this would be 
great opportunity to get new peo¬ 
ple to join our clubs. If people could 
go and support it by donating any 
spare boards or by going along to 
play that would be great.” 

Nat Paul, organiser of the re¬ 
cent simultaneous display at New¬ 
port featuring Grandmaster Nick 
Arkell, was surprised by my report 
last week of the game by Matt 
Clark - because Matt wasn’t there. 

Results 

Division One: Newport A 3.5, Priorslee 
Lions A 1.5: K Arkell 1, A Zdanowski 0; N Arkell 
1, W Bates 0; I Jamieson 0.5, G Pugh 0.5; N 
Paul 0, S Tarr 1; A Holdford 1, T Preece 0. 

Shrewsbury A 2.5, Ludlow A 2.5: D Evering- 
ton 0, L Davis 1; P Kitchen 0.5, J Watson 0.5; D 
Lockett 0.5, P Barker 0.5; F Best 1, R Aris 0; I 
Salter 0.5, K Lappin 0.5. 

Division Three: Telepost C 2, Telford B 2: C 
Micallef 0, R Szwajkun 1; A Lewis 0, R Brown 1; 

N Holmes 1, S Szwajkun 0; D Bonner 1, default. 

Newport C 3, Telepost D 1: D Lovegrove 1, S 
Wilson 0; M Price 0, S Sweeney 1; W Gormley 
1, D Pinnington 0; M Moore 1, M Ayres 0. 

Tigers roar 
to another 
superb win 

UNBEATEN Morda Tigers main¬ 
tained their tight grip at the top 
of the Oswestry and District Table 
Tennis League division one with an 
8-2 home beating of Criftins B. 

Victory, their 13th in 13 matches, 
kept the Tigers 20 points clear of 
their club mates Morda A who are 
also going well in second place. 

With both Huw Jones and Jeremy 
Chavez winning all their matches in 
straight sets, the latest win for the 
league leaders was never in doubt. 
However, with Jason Hughes ab¬ 
sent because of work commitments, 
Criftins duo Jack Hughes and 
Ollie Harris both got the better of 
stand-in Glyn Jones in four sets. 

The evening was rounded off with 
a convincing win in the doubles for 
Jeremy Chavez and Glyn Jones for a 
final 8-2 scoreline. 

Kinnerley Crusaders moved top of 
the second division after taking six 
points off visitors Caereinion B with 
an 6-4 verdict. 

It wasn’t by any means all doom 
and gloom for Caereinion who 
stayed in the hunt with a phenom¬ 
enal performance from Geraint 
Thomas, who only dropped a single 
set throughout the evening and also 
teamed up with Dave Bayliss to take 
the doubles. 

Despite this setback for Kinnerley, 
they powered on through and, along¬ 
side a nail-biting five-set victory for 
Josh Roberts, they secured the vic¬ 
tory. 
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Guils off to 
coast after a 
four-red win 

GUILSFIELD put their credentials to 
the test at high flying Caernarfon Town 
on Saturday (2.30) as they look to stay 
in contention in the Huws Gray Cymru 
Alliance. 

After their 4-0 victory at basement 
side Llandudno Junction, the Guils are 
joint fourth, and eight points behind the 
north Wales leaders. 

“I always enjoying going there, and 
we’re under no illusion it’s going to be 
a massive task,” said manager Nathan 
Leonard. 

“If we can stay in the game, we are ca¬ 
pable of causing them problems, but we 
need to be at our best. 

“We’ve now got three big games com¬ 
ing up which will show what we’re made 
of.” 

Reflecting on the victory at Llan¬ 
dudno Junction, the Guils chief added: “I 
asked for a fast start with a tempo they 
couldn’t match, and we got our rewards. 

“The only disappointment was that 
we did not kill them off until the end, 
and we know we have to be more clinical 
against Caernarfon.” 

Controversial 

Meanwhile, Guilsfield were hoping the 
result of their controversial Cymru Al¬ 
liance victory against Gresford Athletic 
will stand. 

The Guils were leading 2-1 with just 
a couple of minutes remaining when the 
Latics - who had been reduced to seven 
men - were taken off the pitch by their 
manager Steven Halliwell who himself 
had earlier been sent to the stands, 

With trouble threatening to spill over 
in the game played at Park Hall, Llan- 
rhaeadr referee Huw Jones blew the 
final whistle, with the ugly events cast¬ 
ing a cloud over the league. 

League secretary Chas Rowland said: 
“We have to wait until we have all the 
information before we decide what steps 
to take.” 

Four Gresford players - Tom Freeman, 
Owen Roberts, Josh Griffiths and Max 
Peate - all saw red along with boss Hal¬ 
liwell. 

Cae Glas mourning 
stalwart Richards 

CAE GLAS cricketers are mourning the 
death of long serving club stalwart Peter 
Richards, who died after a short illness. 

Richards, a stylish batsman, had 
played for the club in its formative years 
in the 50s and made a brief return to 
Sunday cricket in the early 90s when his 
son Barry began to play. 

He remained a strong supporter of the 
club in his later years, becoming a vice 
president and life member, and was a 
great asset on and off the field. 

■ CAE Glas cricketers start prepa¬ 
rations for the new Shropshire League 
season with the first of their winter nets 
at Packwood Haugh School on Thursday 
(22 February, 8pm). 


Eagles look to fly after first win of year 


BUOYED by their first win of the year, Oswest¬ 
ry seek more of the same on Saturday when they 
tackle Congleton at Granville Park (2.15). 

It’s been a tough start to 2018 for the Eagles, 
but they halted a five match losing streak in rug¬ 
by’s South Lancs and Cheshire Two when over¬ 
coming Marple 34-5 last weekend. 

Lying 10th, they now hope to make it back-to- 
back wins against a Congleton side who are one 
place and three points above in the table. 

COBRA look to keep alive their pursuit of some 
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silverware when they head to Llanidloes in the 
quarter-finals of the North Wales Intermediate 
Cup on Thursday night (7.30). 

Having already defeated their Powys rivals 
twice this season, the Meifod men will be hoping 
to make it a hat-trick. 

They plan to make changes to give some of 
their fringe players a run out, but will neverthe¬ 
less be keen to keep their flag flying in the cup. 


COBRA will have to wait until Saturday, March 
10 for their next action in the Welsh League divi¬ 
sion two (north) when they host promotion rivals 
Shotton. 

Down the road, a last-gasp try earned Welsh¬ 
pool a thrilling 17-15 victory over Bangor to 
maintain their push for safety. 

The win took the Maesydre men five points 
clear of the two basement places - and are just 
three points adrift of Newtown who they visit in 
their next league action a week on Saturday. 
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THE New Saints look to dust 
themselves down as they bid 
to move another step closer to 
the JD Welsh Premier crown in 
Saturday’s top-of-the-table af¬ 
fair at Connah’s Quay Nomads 
(2pm). 

After their IRN-BRU Cup hopes were dashed 
with a 2-1 semi-final exit to Scottish Champion¬ 
ship side Dumbarton, three points this weekend 
would be the perfect pick-me-up. 

The Saints still have a ‘treble’ firmly in their 
sights, and three wins from their remaining eight 
outings should be ample to secure a seventh con¬ 
secutive league triumph. 

Boss Scott Ruscoe is banking on a swift riposte 
after dreams of a first ever IRN-BRU Cup final 
appearance were been shattered by a couple 
of Dumbarton wonder strikes in front of a 825 
strong crowd at Park Hall. 

“We’re really gutted, but can’t dwell on it,” he 
said. “The disappointing and frustrating thing 
was that we were the better side, but we failed 
to put the game to bed when we had the chance. 

“We were very good in the first half, had 75 per 
cent possession. You couldn’t see them scoring, so 
for them to score with two strikes like that took 
the wind out of sails. 

“The league is the most important trophy, and 
we want to push on now, and a couple of wins 
could be enough.” 

Winger Jamie Mullan, who missed the cup 
game to spend time with his newborn child, is 
back in contention. 

Despite having no league action, TNS are still 
12 points clear at the top after Connah’s Quay 
lost 1-0 at Bangor City. 

After Saturday’s encounter at the Deeside Sta¬ 
dium, TNS host Bala Town in their rearranged 
league game next Tuesday, before returning to 
Connah’s Quay the following Saturday for their 
Welsh Cup quarter-final tie. 


Saints aim for nine wins on spin 



St Martins goalscorer Harrison Millington 

ST MARTINS aim to make it nine wins on the 
bounce in the West Midlands League division 
one when they tackle rock bottom Wyrley at 
Park Hall on Saturday (3pm). 

Their 3-2 victory over Telford Juniors at 
Shrewsbury College lifted the Saints up one 
place to fourth, and they will be in confident 
mood against struggling visitors Wyrley. 

Manager Dan Stevens wants to maintain the 
momentum before the following week’s crunch 
clash away to second placed Newport Town. 


(left) leads Telford Juniors a merry dance 

“Wyrley have only won two games this sea¬ 
son, and one of those was against us,” he said. 
“But we’re in a different place now, and we’ll 
be looking to make it nine league wins in a row 
which must be a record for the club. 

“That will set us up nicely for the game at 
Newport. The pressure will be on them as they 
are second and won’t want to chuck it away.” 

He added: “We should have won more com¬ 
fortably against Telford Juniors, but each time 
we scored we let them back in. 


Clarke hits 
top score in 
the Windies 

OSWESTRY batsman Joe Clarke was 
delighted to hit defiant half century for 
England Lions in their latest action in 
the Caribbean. 

Batting at No 4 against West Indies A, 
the 22-year-old Worcestershire ace top 
scored with 56 before being last man out 
in England’s 145 in the second unofficial 
Test in Sabina Park, Jamaica. 

After the Lions lost six wickets for just 
30 runs, it could have been far worse for 
the tourists had it not been for Clarke’s 
114-ball innings in spin friendly condi¬ 
tions. 

He struck seven boundaries before 
being bowled by left arm spinner Jomel 
Warrican who finished with impressive 
figures of 8-34. 

The Windies, however, took charge 
after making 422 in reply for a first in¬ 
nings lead of 277. before England replied 
on 34-0 by the close of the second day. 

“It was tough because there were 
wickets falling around me, so it was was 
nice to make a contribution and spend 
some time in the middle,” Clarke said. 

“When you first go in it’s quite tough. 
As the day went on it got a bit easier to 
bat. It wasn’t gripping as much or spin¬ 
ning. 

“I’ve been working hard on spin for 
a few winters with the Lions now. I see 
it as part of my game that’s improving, 
and it was nice to show that.” 

Clarke’s half century followed the 31 
in his second innings of the first unoffi¬ 
cial Test that England lost by two wick¬ 
ets, 

It has been an encouraging tour of 
the Caribbean to date for the England 
Test prospect who also made 87 in in a 
friendly against a Jamaica XI. 

Uan turn focus to 
league title chase 

AFTER suffering a rare setback, Llan- 
rhaeadr will be banking on positive re¬ 
sponse for Saturday’s Spar Mid Wales 
League division one trip to Radnor Val¬ 
ley (2.15) 

The villagers have being going well 
this season, but were dumped out of the 
league cup with a 2-1 second round de¬ 
feat at home to Carno. 

Lying second in the league, they now 
turn their thoughts back to the title 
chase when they take on a side lying just 
a few places below. 

Although six points adrift of leaders 
Welshpool Town, Llan are well placed to 
challenge with five games in hand. 

Leaders Welshpool look to keep some 
distance at the top when they head to 
Carno, while Llanfair United bid to 
make up ground at Tywyn Bryncrug. 

Berriew welcome Knighton Town, and 
would have been relieved to keep their 
league cup defence alive with a penalty 
shoot-out success against second divi¬ 
sion promotion chasers Builth Wells. 

The tie finished 2-2 before the home 
side prevailed 4-3 in the shoot-out, cap¬ 
tain George Davies netting the winning 
penalty in sudden death. 



All inclusive, unrestricted / v / ^ q 
health club membership for U&t 

only £7.40 per week* A 

3 swimming pools, 2 gyms, 
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